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Intro: 

If you were to poll people on the street and ask them this question, “What is the message of Jesus?” What would they say? What would you say? 

You might say, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind and love your neighbor as yourself.” What Jesus affirmed as the Greatest Commandment.
You might say, “Do unto others what you’d have them do to you.” – The Golden Rule 

Others might say, “Peace and not war.” 

Others might say, “Equality, fairness, color-blindness.”

Still many would say, “Pursuing justice, helping the poor and downtrodden, dispensing God’s grace.” 

What is the greatest message of Jesus? 

To know and understand the greatest message, you and I must ask ourselves an even deeper question. What is mankind’s greatest need? 

In other words, if you had an audience of the entire world listening or watching and you had the forum to say whatever you wanted and know people were truly listening, what message would you give, that you’d want people to know and understand? 

Would it be a message of morality? Living right, faithfulness in marriage, clean living without doing drugs, alcohol, pornography? 

Would it be a political message of less government intrusion, justice for the poor, an equal playing field for the rich and the poor, opportunity for all? 

Would it be a message of freedom? Many have said that freedom is the greatest message there is. And you can certainly understand that if you’re living in Iran or North Korea or Tibet or the Sudan. 

But the question is. What is the greatest and most important message in the world, not from our perspective, but from the perspective of Jesus Christ, sent by God into this world for that purpose. You could say he came from the Father to deliver a single, powerful, important message. What was it? 
The Purpose of John’s Gospel

The purpose of John’s gospel was to deliver that message of Jesus. He wanted to cut thru the confusion that surrounded Christianity in the early church, where various false teachers were beginning to doubt who Jesus was, cloud His message, and mix it with the religious trappings of the Old Testament law. 

This is what John says about the purpose of his book, writing many decades after the other gospels were written, to the established church. He said this:

And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name. John 20:30-31 (KJV) 

In other words, Jesus did and said a lot of things. John could have written about every single thing Jesus did. It would have taken volumes. No, John chose only a few snippets, selected stories and dialogues and teachings of Jesus all around one central message: 

Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of God and that by believing, putting your complete faith and trust in him, you might have life through his name. 

The Most Opportune Moment

John knew what the greatest message of Jesus was. With this in mind, I want to invite you to open your Bible’s to John 7:37-39. We are going to look at perhaps Jesus greatest teaching moment, the most opportune time to share His greatest message. 

Now, to understand the significance of the moment and the power of Jesus message, we have to immerse ourselves in the culture of the people Jesus spoke to. 
John 7:37 says that Jesus made this powerful and famous declaration at the most important day of the Feast of Tabernacles. What is the Feast of Tabernacles? 
It was a feast that commemorated two things. One was their wilderness wanderings and the promise of the Promised Land. They camped out in shelters made of palm branches, leaves, and tree limbs, which reminded them of living in tents and their dependence upon God. 

Every day, the priest would lead a processional that began at the pool of Siloam and continued to the temple. He would fill a golden urn with water and each person would hold up branches in their hands. They would recite the Psalter—Psalm 118, which speaks of God’s provision in the wilderness. The priest would pour water on the Western side of the altar. 4,000 singers and 287 instrumentalists would perform. 
What they celebrated was more than just God’s provision of food for forty years in the wilderness—the manna from heaven, but also water in the desert. So on the last day of this feast, they would do that processional not one, but seven times. This commemorated the victory in Jericho and the Promised Land.
On this last day, the crowds would gather in anticipation. The high priest would stand at the altar and raise high his pitcher and everyone would strain their necks to see what was happening. It was the height of Jewish life. He would pour out the water at the altar. 
Back to Moses

To fully understand the significance of this ritual, we have to travel back to the time that the Israelites were actually commemorating. Hold your place in John 7 and turn back to the 2nd book of the Bible, Exodus. Exodus 17. 
And the LORD said unto Moses, Go on before the people, and take with thee of the elders of Israel; and thy rod, wherewith thou smotest the river, take in thine hand, and go. Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. And he called the name of the place Massah, and Meribah, because of the chiding of the children of Israel, and because they tempted the LORD, saying, Is the LORD among us, or not? Exodus 17:5-7 (KJV) 
You have to understand the setting. Israel was traveling through the hot, dusty wilderness. They had traveled on foot for miles and miles. Now I’ve been trough that wilderness and its brutal. Imagine miles and miles of hot sandy hills. It’s the worst desert in the world. Last time we traveled to the Middle East, we rode from the tip of Israel, Elat, all the way to Cairo, Egypt. It was a hot, dusty journey through miles and miles of hot nothing. We were complaining and we were in an air-conditioned motor coach. 

We often look at the children of Israel and say, “why were they complaining?” You would too! But here they were, hot, tired, thirsty. The memory of their slavery in Egypt was fading. At least in Egypt they had water. They lived along the Nile. 

But out here, there was nothing but rocks and sand. But God had led them to this place to demonstrate His provision for them. He asked Moses to strike the rock. Moses struck the rock and the most beautiful, sweet water poured out of it. A rock was the most unlikely source for a spring of water and yet God made it happen in a demonstration of his power and provision. 

So at the Feast of Tabernacles, they remembered this powerful demonstration of God’s provision We read this in the Psalms: 

He clave rocks in the wilderness, And gave them drink abundantly as out of the depths. 
He brought streams also out of the rock, And caused waters to run down like rivers. 
Psalms 78:15-16 (ASV) 
But I want you to see the significance of this miracle. It wasn’t merely to provide them water. It was a vivid type or demonstration of the coming Messiah. The Messiah would be struck so that the people’s thirst might be quenched—their sins forgiven, eternal life given. Incidentally, in Numbers 20, God asked Moses to speak to the rock and Moses disobeyed, striking the rock. The rock still produced water, but Moses, because of his disobedience, was never allowed to enter the promised land. Why was it so significant that Moses speak to the rock? Because the Rock, Jesus Christ, would only need to be struck once. After that you and I speak to the Rock and find salvation. Religion says to keep working, keep striking, keep doing as Moses, who represents the law, said, “Must I fetch water myself.” Religion says you must gain salvation yourself, God says, It’s already provided, simply speak to the Rock. 

The prophets spoke, predicted a time when the Messiah would come, like water; 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward the eastern sea, and half of them toward the western sea: in summer and in winter shall it be. Zechariah 14:8 (ASV) 
Now, let’s go back to the gospel of John. The people are standing here at the temple, remembering that powerful time in their history. They’ve recited the psalms and recounted the history. Their minds and hearts are most keenly tuned to this event. 
Then Jesus stands up—rabbis traditionally sat when they spoke—and cries out with a loud voice. He says, “In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.” John 7:37 (KJV) 
Jesus was claiming to be the water, the living water that would quench their eternal thirst. This is a powerful message—the heart of the gospel, the very theme of Scripture, and the purpose of Jesus’ entrance into the human race. 

The Gospel in Two Parts:

These are some of the most powerful words spoken in the entire Bible. And yet I don’t feel that we fully understand the significance of the Gospel message. The Gospel has two parts of it. First there is what Jesus wants to do to us and second is what Jesus wants to do through us. 
First, The Thirst Quencher

I played basketball in high-school. And before I became a starter on the varsity, my main job was to take care of the water bottles, so the guys who got regular playing time would have something cold and refreshing to drink when they got back to the bench during a timeout. 
This involved mixing the Gatorade powder with water in a big cooler and making sure the bottles were always full. We usually offered Gatorade and water. 

Well, one day I had a bright idea. We had a tournament the next day and we had to leave very early on the bus. Well, not wanting to have to get up even earlier to prepare the water bottles and cooler, I had the bright idea of mixing the Gatorade and putting it in the bottles and putting them in the bus the night before. 

Sounds good, right? Be prepared. Except it was like 10 below zero. And I learned the next day that Gatorade and water in water bottles in 10 below zero isn’t a good mix. So had cold, burst bottles all over the bus. Not a good idea. 

But when I played basketball, I used to get very, very thirsty. When we did our conditioning outside, running wind sprints and stairs and jumps, we always had water nearby. You know the feeling. After you mow the lawn, all you want is a cold glass of water or iced-tea. 

Well, every person, everywhere has a thirst. Not a physical thirst, but a spiritual thirst. It was put there by God. Blaise Pascal famously said that there is a God-shaped hole in the heart of every man. 

And just like Jesus offered himself as the living water to a Jewish people stuck in the mire of religion, so today he offers himself as the solution to the thirst of mankind. Any other thirst-quencher is temporary. It doesn’t satisfy. 

Drugs give a temporary relief, but don’t quench the thirst.

Sexual pleasure gives temporary relief but doesn’t quench the thirst. 

Success in business gives temporary satisfaction but doesn’t ultimately satisfy.

Money offers a welcome save but fails to dive a deep-seated sense of peace. 

All the problems of the world can be boiled down to one central need of man. Man needs a Savior. Jesus Christ is that Savior. He alone satisfies. 

Examining His Offer 
Let’s look this offer of Jesus. 

1) First he says, “If any man.” Notice the offer of the Gospel is available to all. Not some. Not a select group. Not those who grew up with Christianity. Not those who are on the favored list. Jesus died for all. 2 Peter 3:9 says that it is the heart of God that “all should come to repentance.” I will say this. I respect greatly my Calvinist friends. They have much to offer the body of Christ in the way of teaching and preaching and instruction. But I strongly disagree with those who say that only the chosen, the elect, can receive salvation. The offer is open to all. 
2) He says, “If any man thirst.” Notice there has to be a thirst. You see a man has to know he is thirsty before he can see his need for living water. Part of the job of a Christian is to create a thirst by being the salt of the earth. We have to let people know they are sinners before they see their need for a Savior. Incidentally, this was the purpose of the Old Testament law. It was a mirror that revealed their sin. I like what my friend Ray Pritchard said, “We come to Christ because we are thirsty, and until we see our need and cry out for help, we will never come at all. As Jesus said, only the sick need a physician. Only the hungry will be fed. Only the lost are found. Only the thirsty drink the living water.” Jesus said in the beatitudes, “Blessed are they who hunger and seek after righteousness, for they shall be filled.” The religiously proud, whose self-righteousness kept them from seeing their need for Jesus, didn’t have access to living water. But those down and out, who were the dregs of society, the prostitutes, the tax collectors, the murderers, the failed businessmen, all of those were thirsty. They saw their sin and found a Savior. And so it is with people today. Many well-to-do successful people are headed straight on a pathway to hell. Their goodness is blinding them to their sin. But it is those who are humbled by their own sin who are open to the Gospel. 

3) He says, “Let him come to me” 
Notice Jesus says let him come. The gospel is personal. It can’t be passed down from father to son. You don’t have Christ because you’re parents are Christians. You don’t have Christ because you’re an American and therefore a Christian. You’re church can’t get you living water. You’re religious background can’t give you living water. You’re friends can’t give you living water. 

You must come, personally, to Jesus Christ. There are many people who know the Gospel, but don’t have living water. There are many who have heard the gospel, but don’t have living water. You must appropriate it for yourself. 

4) He says, “Let him come and drink.” Notice Jesus didn’t say, come and take a sip. Or come and take a drop. No, Jesus said come and drink. This word “drink” means to imbibe. To become a Christian, to have your sins forgiven, to know God, you must receive Jesus Christ, you must believe and put your complete faith and trust in Him for salvation. 

To drink of Jesus is to be satisfied. I’m reminded of the Psalm which says, “Oh taste and see that the Lord is good.” The problem with people today is that they look at that cup of water. They may even pick it up. They stir it around, but they won’t drink. Why? They hang on to their religion. They say, “I’m not really thirsty,” but they are. They say, “it can’t be that easy,” but it is. Oh, dear friend, if you have not drank of the living water, please drink today and be satisfied. 

The price of the water

This water didn’t come cheaply. Living water was expensive. People say that Grace is “cheap grace” but it was anything but cheap. It cost Jesus Christ his life. 
In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. John 7:37 (KJV) 

Did you realize that Jesus thirsted—he gave all of Himself, everything he had, so that you and I would never again thirst? 

One of my favorite songs sung by the Cathedral Quartet is called, “I Thirst” it reads like this: 

One day I came to Him, I was so thirsty.
I asked for water, my throat was so dry.
He gave me water that I never dreamed of.
But for this water, my Lord had to die.

He said, "I thirst" yet he made the rivers.
He said, "I thirst" yet he made the sea.
"I thirst," said the king of the ages.
In His great thirst He brought water to me.

Now there’s a river that flows as clear as crystal.
It comes from God's throne above!
And like a river, it wells up inside me,
Bringing mercy and life giving love.

What Jesus Wants to Do Through Us

Jesus offer of living water didn’t just stop there. It would be amazing and awesome if all Jesus came to do was quench our eternal thirst. But he promised more. 

Let’s read the second part of Jesus offer of living water. 

He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) John 7:38-39 (KJV) 
Jesus shares powerful imagery in explaining the coming of the Holy Spirit. You see, in the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit selectively was poured out upon people as God determined. David prayed, “Cast me not away from thy presence; And take not thy Holy Spirit from me.” Psalms 51:11 (ASV) 
But prophets predicted a day, a new dispensation, when the Holy Spirit would be poured out upon all people. 
For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring: Isaiah 44:3 (KJV) 
They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; And thou wilt make them drink of the river of thy pleasures. For with thee is the fountain of life: In thy light shall we see light. Psalms 36:8-9 (ASV) 

And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: 
Joel 2:28 (KJV) 
While there is on specific Scripture in the Old Testament that says, “out of his belly shall flow rivers of water” – Jesus was referring to the theme of the Old Testament—the verses we just read that prophecy a time when the Spirit will be poured out like water. 
Now John’s note is interesting. He clarifies that Jesus was speaking of the Spirit, but he said that the Spirit could not come until Jesus was glorified. You see, this is something that Jesus prophesied to his disciples. 

And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also. At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. John 14:16-20 (KJV) 
In Acts 1:8, before Jesus ascended, he reiterated that promise of the Holy Spirit: 

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. Acts 1:8 (KJV) 
What Does All This Mean for the Believer?

Here is what Jesus came to offer. You see, most of us understand the first part. Jesus quenches our eternal thirst. But I think we miss the second part. We miss the powerful promise of the Holy Spirit inside of us and that is why we often live our Christian lives without power and without purpose. 

This is the offer of living water.

We are thirsty. When we come to Christ, our thirst is quenched. When our thirst is quenched, we become a river of living water to others. 

That is powerful and I want to break it down so we truly grasp what this means. 

1) We never have to thirst again. You see, Jesus told the woman at the well, in John 4, “But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.” John 4:14 (KJV) But you say, I’m a Christian, but I still thirst. I still have times where I feel spiritually dry, where I’m not satisfied. Am I not saved? No, here is the difference. Before you were a Christian, you were thirsty with no hope of relief. Now that you’re a Christian you have a well inside of you, a well that will never run dry. It’s the Holy Spirit, whose job it is to be a comforter, a refresher. So when you’re dry, draw close to the Lord, seek him in prayer and you will be satisfied. You never have to go thirsty again. 
2) Jesus wants you to be a river. Here is what struck me powerfully this week. Jesus’ desire is that the world has access to this living water. But how will the world get this living water-in this age? Thru you and thru me. You see, he didn’t just quench our thirst, he made us conduits, to spread that living water to others. Notice he says that out of us flows a river or a stream or a channel. He didn’t say pond or lake. Think about a river for a minute. What does a river do? It isn’t the source of water, it merely carries water from one large source to another. 
Jesus desire for each of us is not to be a dead end. I remember traveling to the Dead Sea in Israel. The Dead Sea is not life-giving. It takes and takes but gives nothing. Jesus wants us to be a river, that thru us, others might be blessed. This has powerful principles that should affect the way we live: 

a) God doesn’t expect us to be the source of power. Paul said that the only way he is a ministry and blessing to others is by letting the life of Christ be lived through him. “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” Galatians 2:20 (KJV).

a) we get burned out and thirsty because we try to draw from our own wells our own source. Instead, we must be lead by the Spirit of God. Sometimes we try too hard. 
b) God’s desire is for us his living water to flow thru us into the lives of others. He didn’t just save us from Hell he saved us to a life of purpose and blessing. Why don’t our lives produce more fruit? Why is it that we don’t experience the life of Christ flowing thru us? We don’t flow with living water, because we don’t want to. We don’t seek God’s power. We’re powerless, because we’re prayerless. The Bible says that the Holy Spirit inside of us is a living, breathing, gurgling, bubbling, flowing fountain, but it can only flow to others if we yield ourselves to his mighty rush. We must ask God to fill us daily with the spirit and He will, because his supply is endless. 

c) Every single believer can be a river of life to others. We often look at a gifted preacher or teacher or leader and say, “boy have they blessed others.” But every believer can be a source of life to those around them. Jesus didn’t say, “Only those who can speak or only those who can teach or only those who have the gift of encouragement.” No, you can be a blessing if you simply allow the Holy Spirit control over your life. 

d) Jesus said “rivers” or “streams” – plural. I think of streams and rivers. Sometimes they are big mighty rivers and other times they are little creaks that wind thru a mountain. Your life is that way. Often you’ll see God use you in a mighty way to powerful impact someone. Other times it’s a simple hug, a note, an encouragement that points them to the living water. Here’s the interesting thing about it—you may not know, until Heaven, how many streams you had. I think of men like Charles Spurgeon, whose writings are being used today, all over the world, to bless Christians. The streams from that man are still flowing, in emails, on the internet, in books, in hand-held computers. He had no clue his ministry would endure that long. It’s the same with you. God has a stream, a river that he wants to flow thru you. Will you allow him? You’ll be amazed and surprised at where you’re river will flow. 

e) it comes “out of our belly” means from the deepest part of you. Think of how you feel after you’ve eaten a good meal. You have a deep sense of satisfaction in your belly. So it is with Christ. He transforms the deepest part of you. It’s not a superficial transformation. It’s a heart transformation. And until he does that, you can’t bless anybody and you can’t be a source of living water to anybody. 

I see all of you who faithfully serve in this church. And I know that you don’t do it to look good for the pastor. Because you’ve done it through many pastors. I’m just the latest one. No, you do it because Jesus has touched deep inside of you. He’s remade you and reborn you. And you can’t help but serve others—because you have His living water flowing through you. 

f) We can easily staunch the flow of the Holy Spirit’s flow thru our lives. Here are a few ways in which we stop God’s power from affecting others: 
1) Sin. Dr. Harry Ironside said this, “And, dear Christian, how concerned you and I ought to be as to whether we are allowing anything in our lives that is hindering the outflow of living waters. Just as a stream flowing out from a garden might become choked and hindered by stones and rubbish, so may unholy things in our lives choke and hinder the flow of blessing. I am afraid we Christians hinder the outflow by selfishness, by worldliness, by careless behavior, by unjudged sin, etc. All of these things hinder the outflow of the living water. If we have come to Christ, if we are living in the enjoyment of His love, and are not allowing anything to hinder our communion with Him then indeed we shall be channels of blessing from and through whom the living water shall flow forth constantly.” 

2) Seeking satisfaction from dry wells. Even though we have the source of joy and satisfaction and power inside of us in the form of the Holy Spirit, we often look elsewhere, we choose those dead sources, those dead wells. I love the words of Jeremiah to the nation of Israel: 

For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water. Jeremiah 2:13 (KJV)

3) We’re powerless, because we’re prayerless. Peter Deyneka, founder of Slavic Gospel Mission, famously said, “much prayer, much power.” We limit God. I think especially among conservative churches, we are so afraid of being too emotional, too out of control that we shut off the power of the Holy Spirit all together. But God wants to do a mighty work here at Gages Lake. He wants his spirit to pour down rain upon us, to empower us to touch the lives of people around the world. But we limit God. We like our safe Christianity. 

4) We’re weary because we fight and worry and scheme in our own strength. I love the words of Jesus, who said “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11:28 (KJV) This hits me particularly hard, because I’m a planner, a doer, a schemer. But Jesus says, no, surrender your best-laid plans to me and allow me to work through you as a conduit. You see, if I’m working really, really hard to produce fruit, I’ll just get tired and fail. But if I rest in the Lord and allow Him to channel his power through me, I’ll be a conduit of living water to those who thirst. 
Closing

I want to end with this encouragement. Dear friend, God wants to do powerful things through each one of you. He wants each one of you to experience the power of the Holy Spirit. I want to read this quote from The Easy to Read Commentary Series: 
When the Holy Spirit was given, Peter, the uneducated fisherman who had denied Jesus three times, became a powerful, Spirit-filled orator, proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ to those who had crucified Him. This powerful message convinced many that they had made a terrible mistake and had misunderstood Jesus’ message. That day, three thousand souls committed themselves to becoming disciples of Jesus, their Messiah.

Don’t think God can’t do that through you and through me. I ask you today, I beg you, I beg all of us. What would God do thru us if only we’d ask Him and have the faith to trust His Holy Spirit. It’s not about working harder. It’s not about striving. It’s about thirsting and yearning and knowing Him deeper. It’s about being refreshed and empowered by the water He gives, so that we can channel that through us into the lives of others.
