Embrace Your Father
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Intro: 
Compared to the pomp and circumstance that surrounds Mother’s Day, Father’s Day is really given short attention. I’ll bet half of you in this room didn’t realize it was Father’s Day. At least not until you got those really nice special bulletins. 
Someone once said that Father's Day and Mother's Day are alike, except that on Father's Day you buy a much cheaper gift.

A little girl had saved up enough money to buy her father a present for Father's Day but was concerned about one thing. "I can't be going downtown every month to make payments," she said to her mother. "Is there a store where they'll let you pay the whole thing at once?"

In 1900, fathers prayed their children would learn English.
Today, fathers pray their children will speak English.

In 1900, a father's horsepower meant his horses.
Today, it's the size of his minivan.

In 1900, if a father put a roof over his family's head, he was a success.
Today, it takes a roof, deck, pool, and 4-car garage. And that's just the vacation home.

In 1900, a father waited for the doctor to tell him when the baby arrived.
Today, a father must wear a smock, know how to breathe, and make sure film is in the video camera.

In 1900, fathers passed on clothing to their sons.
Today, kids wouldn't touch Dad's clothes if they were sliding naked down an icicle.
In 1900, fathers could count on children to join the family business.
Today, fathers pray their kids will soon come home from college long enough to teach them how to work the computer and set the VCR.

In 1900, a father came home from work to find his wife and children at the supper table.
Today, a father comes home to a note: "Jimmy's at baseball, Cindy's at gymnastics, I'm at adult-Ed, Pizza in fridge." 

In 1900, fathers and sons would have heart-to-heart conversations while fishing in a stream.
Today, fathers pluck the headphones off their sons' ears and shout, "WHEN YOU HAVE A MINUTE.."

In 1900, if a father had breakfast in bed, it was eggs and bacon and ham and potatoes.
Today, it's Special K, soy milk, dry toast and a lecture on cholesterol.

In 1900, a happy meal was when Father shared funny stories around the table.
Today, a happy meal is what Dad buys at McDonald's.

In 1900, when fathers entered the room, children often rose to attention.
Today, kids glance up and grunt, "Dad, you're invading my space."

In 1900, fathers were never truly appreciated.
In 2008, fathers are never truly appreciated.
Father’s Day – A Tough Message

I wrestled with what to preach on Father’s Day for a few reasons. First of all, for some, Father’s day brings fresh memories of the loss of a father. You remember those precious times together that you’ll not share anymore this side of Heaven. For others, who have had an estranged relationship with your father, Father’s brings up a flood of confusing images. We also have fathers of all ages in here. I could gin up a challenging message on the need for fatherhood in America, but there are few young fathers in here besides myself who would be challenged. And it’s a tough sell, considering that I probably need the biggest challenge myself. 

I have often felt inadequate with the enormous responsibility God has set before me. I want to be a good dad to my children, one that points them to the Savior. 

One thing I do know. All of us, everywhere, yearn for the love of a father. Its an inborn trait God put deep inside of our souls. 

Casting About for Examples

This week I cast about in the Scriptures for a good Father narrative. On occasions like these, I like to profile a compelling figure in the Scriptures and bring their story to life. But as I looked, I saw very few portraits of good fatherhood. Even among the great men of the faith, there were few who we would call a great father. 
Why is this? Well, I think there are several reasons. First, the Bible presents man as man really is: hopelessly sinful. The heroes in the Scriptures were men of faith, but they were weak men, who struggled with sin and their responsibility before God just as we fathers do  today. 

I also think that perhaps the thin line of broken relationships serves to take our eyes off of men and puts it where it should be, on the holiness and perfection of our Heavenly Father. 

A Heavenly Father

It is for this reason that I chose speak today on the only Father who will never and has never disappointed: God. 

Interestingly, God is never called, “Father” in the Old Testament. I found that fascinating. And yet when you open the pages to the New Testament and read the story of Jesus in the Gospels, all you see are references to the Heavenly Father and The Father in Heaven. 

But this makes perfect sense. God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to show us what the Father is like. Most of the time in a family, if you want to get an idea of the mannerisms and characteristics of a particular man, you look at his son. Its imperfect, of course. 

With God and Jesus Christ, it is perfect. Jesus himself said many times that if you wanted to know what the Father—whom no one has ever seen—is like, then behold the Son. 

Today, Father’s day may be good or memorable or bittersweet or terrible. Where ever you are in that relationship, I want you to get to know further your Heavenly Father. 
I have come up with 7 identifying characteristics about the Heavenly Father. This is not an exhaustive list, but it is the best one I could come up with, based on what we read in the Scriptures. 

1) Heavenly Father is Merciful 

We often think of God as a judge. We often think of him as angry and vindictive, as an emotionless Judge. But God is best viewed when we view him as a Father, who delights in showing mercy. 

22 It is of the LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not.  23 They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness. 
24 The LORD is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him. Lamentations 3:22-24 (KJV) 
Jeremiah, the prophet gives us several insights into the mercy of the Lord: 

a) We get upset when bad things happen to us and we tend to blame God. But the truth is that more bad things don’t happen to us, because of the Lord’s mercy. And this mercy extends to all, not just those who believe. This is called common grace. People everywhere, most who don’t know the Lord, are living under the mercy of God. In an instant God could consume them for their sin, but He doesn’t. Remember when James and John, the fiery disciples, wanted Jesus to just clap his hands and bring judgement down on that city that didn’t respond to Jesus? But He didn’t. Why? Because God is full of mercy. 

b) God’s compassions fail not. Do you know what this means? It means that God doesn’t stop being compassionate and merciful. You’re share of God’s grace isn’t dependent upon His mood swings. I’ve been around people whose response to you was based on how they felt that day. You had to learn to navigate the moods. Sometimes they’d be merciful, sometimes they’d be crabby. God isn’t like that. 
c) Not only is God consistent with His dispensing of mercy, but God is faithful. What’s the difference? The difference is this. If God promises, God delivers. Now put the two together. Is compassions never fail and He delivers on His promises. This means that God doesn’t promise you stuff when he is feeling good only to pull the rug out when he gets crabby again. How many of you have had a Father like that? How many of you are like that? God isn’t like that. 
d) Lastly, God’s mercy is fresh every day. They are new every morning. God’s grace doesn’t have a shelf life. Every day he supplies us with fresh grace. Why? Because every day we give him reason! We’re constantly in need of God’s grace. And if you don’t think that, you’ve got a serious pride problem. 
So what do we do with this mercy? Jesus tells us that we, having been recipients of God’s grace, should extend it others. 

Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful. Luke 6:36 (KJV) 

But why is this so hard to practice? This week I encountered a couple situations where Christians just weren’t applying grace to others. And I thought to myself, “I’m glad God isn’t as grace-less with them as they are with others.” We are so hard on each other, expect so much of each other, and yet God is fresh every single day with mercy toward us.  Do you apply grace in your relationships? 
2) The Heavenly Father is Giving

Now, this could be an entire message—the generosity of God. But I just want to touch on a few key points. One of my favorite verses and one you should mark in your Bible and memorize is James 1:17

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. James 1:17 (KJV) 

Interestingly James shares this promise of God in the context of talking about the deathly affects of sin. And it’s a wonderful contrast. From God comes everything good. From sin comes everything bad. A few thoughts here: 

1) There is nothing good in sin. Sure there is pleasure, but it is not good. It is tainted, and it leads to death. Death of relationships, death of your soul, death of your walk with God. 

2) On the flip-side there is nothing evil from God. Everything God sends is good for you. Even the trials. Even the hardships. Even the bumpy roads. Those are all good for you and good for me. 

I find it interesting that James invokes the name of God as the Father when talking about the giving of gifts. Because that’s the image God wants us to have of Him. A loving father only gives good things to his children. Listen to what Jesus said about this: 

10 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 11 If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? 12 Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? Luke 11:10-13 (KJV) 
I love how Jesus breaks this down. He says this. Even you guys, who are sinners, give good gifts to their children. Even bad fathers give good gifts. Imagine the heart of God, who is a perfect father. 

Two little girls were counting their pennies. One said, "I have five pennies." The other said, "I have ten." "No," said the first little girl, "You have just five cents, the same as I." "But," the second child quickly replied, "my father said when he comes home tonight he would give me five cents, and so I have ten cents." Trustfully, she counted what her father had promised. That's exactly how a Christian can be poor in the estimation of the world and at the same time be rich. He counts as his whatever his Heavenly Father has.

God holds nothing back. He gives us everything that is good. 

What should our response be to this characteristic of our Heavenly Father? 

a) We should be comforted in trials, knowing that everything God allows is good. We may not think its good, but it is good. 

a. It should cause us to trust.

b. It should cause us to rejoice

c. It should cause us to persevere. 

b) We should be giving toward others. Christians should be the most generous people, because we’ve been recipients of God’s grace. 

a. Don’t be cheap. 

b. Don’t be stingy.

c. Don’t be such a miser that people hate you!

3) The Heavenly Father is Approachable 
In the book of Hebrews, we find one of the most incredible promises ever dlelivered. It is an invitation for us to approach God, not in trembling fear, but as someone who has rights. 

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 
Hebrews 4:16 (KJV) 
I don’t know about you, but almost all the places I’ve worked have had a series of levels before you could talk to the boss, the top dog. Is that how it is in your workplace? 

I remember, though, working for a large insurance agency in the Elk Grove Village with an owner who was completely accessible and down-to-earth. Never really experienced this before or since. 

I distinctly remember one particular company picnic. I was on the party committee and we planned a series of games. One of them was a water-balloon toss. What was cool is that the CEO of the company, a multi-billionaire, who was an influential man in the community, participated. By the end of the day, he and the rest of the employees were throwing balloons at each other, hosing each other down with water, etc. I never forgot that image. Of a CEO who was completely on the level of his employees. 
Well, God the Father here is saying to us, you can come straight to me. Now let’s remember this was written to a people, the Jewish nation, who had been accustomed to levels. God resided in the Holy of Holy’s and only a priest could interact with Him. But Hebrews says that now that middle wall of partition is broken and the Jewish people and anyone can have access to God. How? Thru Jesus Christ. 

You see it was the Father’s original desire to have intimate communion with us, His prized creation. But sin destroyed that. And so God, in His great love, sent Jesus to this earth to restore that relationship. Like a grieving Father who will do anything to hear the voice of his estranged son. 

God now calls us His sons. That’s no small thing. You see in the culture of the Bible, sons had rights. They had access. 

Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 1 John 3:1 (KJV) 
So how do we approach the Father? We come as a son. When we think of God as Father, in the purest sense of the word, not in the broken, disenchanged views we may have because of an earthly father. We should come with both humility—because God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble—and yet boldness, because we have the right to approach God. 

Jesus set the example. Jesus was totally submissive to the Father’s Will. By calling him Father it was an acknowledgement of his dependence upon him. It was an example of how we should approach God, like a little child. Why? Because it strips away all pride and self-reliance. Its is in humility and reverence and dependence. God isn’t our running buddy. But He isn’t our drill sergeant, either. He’s a Father, who has the power to give us good things, to meet every need, to lovingly direct our lives. 

4) The Heavenly Father is Forgiving 
Our Heavenly Father is forgiving. One of my favorite images of a forgiving father is told in the story of the prodigal son in Luke 11. We won’t read that story, but let me just read this portion of it: 
And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. Luke 15:20 (KJV) 
I imagine the father sitting every day by the roadside, waiting for his child to come home. I Image the grief in his heart at being estranged from his son. I imagine the sleepless nights. Then, one day, just as his friends and family told him to give up waiting, he sees a speck in the distance. The speck gets closer. The father’s heart beats faster. Soon, he makes out the shape and form of his son, a shape and form only the Father could recognize. Then the son comes closer and the Father abandons all dignity. He hitches up his robe and makes a full-out sprint toward his son. He tackles him to the ground and smothers him with kisses. He weeps and His son weeps. 

Did you know that Jesus told this story to illustrated the depth of the Father’s love for us? In fact, Jesus told three consecutive stories to illustrate God’s love. He shared the story of the lost coin, the lost sheep, and the lost son. God seeks that which was lost—you and I. 

Some of you have left the Father. You’re his, but you’ve left him for a life of sin. You’re sitting here today and you’re thinking that you’re too bad to be accepted by him. Others of you beat yourselves up over your sin. But I want to tell you this. The Father, God the Heavenly Father, is forgiving. He is that Father by the roadside. He beckons you to come home. If only you will. 

Two promises about God’s forgiveness. 

1) If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9 (KJV) If you’re a believer, if you’ve put your faith in Jesus Christ, God  offers complete forgiveness. Confession doesn’t wipe away the consequences, but it removes the guilt. Jesus’ bore that guilt on Calvary. 

2) God is different than most human fathers. You see, he doesn’t remember our sins. And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more. Hebrews 10:17 (KJV) 

Honestly, we remember our sins more than God does. Satan has a way of bringing them back to our memory. Forget it. IF you have a past, forget it! God has redeemed it. Move on in victory. 

What’s the practical outworking of this wonderful truth? We should forgive as God forgives. Often you and I are guilty of unforgiveness. Even though we’ve been shown grace, we can’t show it to others. That’s a tragedy. Is there someone in your life that has wronged you? Sinned against you? Are you having a hard time forgiving them? 
I can think of a person in my life that I still struggle to forgive. But its really laughable, because compared to my sin against God, what they’ve done to me is really small. And yet I withhold grace. 

6) The Heavenly Father is omniscient. 
Now I think Moms are better than Dads at seeing things their kids do. I think my Mom actually had eyes in the back of her head. Because she always caught me! In my teens, I had a habit of drinking juice from the jar instead of pouring it into a cup. And I thought I was getting away with it. But I wasn’t. You see, we had a hutch with a glass door and it was positioned just so in the kitchen as to give my mom a wonderful reflection of everything going on in the kitchen. My dad, of course, was oblivious to it. 

But God the Father sees all. God is omniscient. That means He sees everything. Now, most of us think of this as a bad thing. And it is true that God does see every single sin we do. Everything we think we’ve hidden is open. 

But there is are two wonderful, powerful truths in God’s omniscience. 

a) God sees our sins, our every weakness and flaw and He still loves us. Most of us, feel that if people knew everything about us, they’d probably stop liking us. You know like those bad habits we keep hidden? Our flaws and our weaknesses. But God sees them and loves us still. 

b) God also sees our hearts. He sees those things we do in secret that we get no credit for. Two verses I want to share with you: 

That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly. Matthew 6:4 (KJV) 

For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil. 1 Peter 3:12 (KJV) 

Maybe you’re a faithful Sunday School teacher but you never get noticed. Maybe you’re a mom who labors every day to raise your children, but you get no appreciation. Maybe you’re a single person who has been faithful to God, but it doesn’t seem to get you anywhere. Know this. Your Heavenly Father sees you. And He loves you. 

6) The Heavenly Father Offers Security And  Rest 

Perhaps one of the best things a Father can offer his children is security. Sadly, today, very few children grow up with security anymore. Many children grow up in fear of their Fathers, who are abusive or alcoholic. Many grow up without a father. Fatherlessness todays is as widespread a problem as it has every been. 

Young men who grew up without a father have a greater chance at spending time in prison. They find their security in gangs or with friends who seem to value them. 
Young women who grew up without a father often find their security in a series of broken relationships. They are looking for happiness and love in the arms of a man. A man who can give them everything their father didn’t give. 

For those of you who have never know the stability and love of a father, I want to share with you that God, Your Heavenly Father offers both security and rest. 
28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 30 I and my Father are one. John 10:28-30 (KJV) 

Once you put your faith in Jesus Christ, you are His forever. If you’re a child of God, you’ve been purchased and bought and redeemed. You’re His forever. You’re God’s child. You’re safe in His arms. 

You see, unlike us, God doesn’t lose the things that are most precious to Him. He keeps them. And you are most precious to Him. 

Let me share another promise with you. Its in Romans 8:38-39: 

38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:38-39 (KJV) 

Let’s break this down. 
1) God’s love for you is eternal, because death and life can’t separate you from it. We often see someone we love, a believer, tragically killed. We wonder, doesn’t God love them? Of course He does. He was taking them home. 

2) God’s love is ironclad. Angels can’t touch you. The enemy can’t touch you. You are God’s. 

3) God’s love is much greater than that of powerful people. Think about this, we crave the love of important people—our bosses, our pastors, our superiors. But God’s love is so much more valuable. He has the power to do more for us than anyone else. 

4) God’s love is matchless and infinite. It can’t be measured. It isn’t limited. Human love is limited. It runs out. It is impatient. People may stop loving you. Maybe you’ve experienced that all your life and you think that one day God is going to run out on you. He won’t. His love doesn’t run out. 

Jesus said this, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Matthew 11:28 (KJV)”

God, thru Jesus, offers you rest. Rest for your soul. He loves you. He cares for you. He desires a relationship with you. 

I don’t know what your feelings are on Father’s Day. Maybe you celebrate. Maybe you grieve. Maybe you are angry at your own Father. 

Wherever you are, I want you today to bask in the love of your Heavenly Father who loves you deeper than you can imagine. 

And if you don’t know God, if you’ve never put your faith in Jesus Christ, I want you to know that today is the day to trust Jesus Christ as your Savior. He doesn’t ask for conditions. He simply offers Himself as the perfect solution for your sin. 

Your Heavenly Father is waiting by the side of the road, waiting for you to come home. Will you come home? I beg you to do that today. 
