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Intro: I invite you to turn to John’s gospel, chapter 14. 

Have you ever felt really alone? I mean where you felt nobody stood with you or nobody understood you or nobody was there to comfort you in the way that you needed? 

I remember a time when I was a lone, when my wife and children were gone for three weeks. And I endured one of the toughest trials of my life. I remember craving the fellowship of my wife, of people who knew and understood and cared. 

Well, today, as we continue through this marvelous chapter of John. John 14 is part of five chapters that are some of the most precious to Christians. In John 13-17, Jesus is not speaking to his hostile enemies or even to unbelievers. Jesus is speaking directly, intimately, passionately to his followers, the disciples. 

They are in the Upper Room. They have just finished their meal. Judas has left. Jesus first shocked them by taking the servant’s towel and the basin and washing their dirty feet. 

Then, he shocked them further by predicting Judas’ betrayal and Peter’s denial. He talked of his coming death. 

But in chapter 14, Jesus begins by saying, “Let Not Your Heart Be Troubled.” And in this chapter, we have seen Jesus unfold new spiritual truths to them, truths that we as Christians can claim as our own. 

It’s difficult, really to divide these up into sermons, because this chapter just unfolds beautifully, one truth after another. But we’ve seen Jesus discuss the power of faith and promise the disciples that they would do greater things than He did on the earth, that they would have an open line of communicate to God because of Him and that anything they desired in His will, they would be given. 
All the resources of Heaven were at their disposal as He sent them out in a world that would hate them, persecute them, and mock their message. But the message would spread and the world would see Christ, through this new movement, this new community, the Church. 
Sending A Helper

Today, we continue as Jesus reveals more about His plan for the disciples and for the church as we continue through John 14. Before we read this, these are familiar verses to us. We are aware of the Holy Spirit as Christians. I was actually tempted to take detour here and preach a series on the nature of the Holy Spirit. I think that would be a fascinating study—one I may do in the future. 

But I want to stay in context here, here in the chapter and put this segment on the Holy spirit and think of it in the larger context of where John’s gospel is moving and what Jesus is saying, because I think this chapter, when read and understood together, gives us a prescription for spiritual success unlike any other chapter. 

I also think that churches such as ours, who are very solid on doctrine and Bible preaching, have done our people a disservice, because we typically only talk about the Holy Spirit when we’re preaching on the many abuses of the doctrine of the Holy Spirit. And it is clear that there are many and its unfortunate that people have wildly misused this. 

But for us, I’m not going to spend our time together and waste this beautiful passage solely talking about what we don’t believe, because I want us to fully grasp what Jesus is saying and what we do know to be true, because it can revolutionize our lives. 

How to Know and Experience God
I want to back up a bit and read one of the verses we ended with last week. Jesus had just finished telling them that they would do greater works than He would—how? How could they possibly see anything greater than what they had seen? Well, Jesus was predicting the church, where the Holy Spirit would indwell and empower ordinary believers to do God’s mighty work around the world. 

Jesus work was limited to a small geographic area, but the church is in every corner of the globe and has been for 2,000 years. Phillip wanted Jesus to show the Father, to do a miracle, but Jesus said that the greatest miracle was the ability for Jesus to use ordinary, sinful, flawed people to accomplish his will. 

Jesus promised that anything they would ask in His name, He would give them, in the context of His will. In other words, all of the resources of Heaven are open to those who follow God. The reason we don’t have more of what God wants for us is that we think too small and dream little and we don’t ask enough. 

But then after that powerful promise, we read this little verse: 

John 14:15 (KJV) 
15 If ye love me, keep my commandments. 

I’ve read this chapter many times and I can’t seem to see where this fits in here? It almost seems out of place. But then, as you consider the context, where the disciples are and you begin to think, you realize what Jesus is doing here. 
Let’s remember how much they loved Jesus. I mean they had grown close to Jesus, the person. They believed He was the Son of God. They’d seen him do incredible miracles. And soon He would be gone. 

One of the reasons we enjoy our friends and loved ones is because we enjoy serving them, loving them. And how would they express their love for their Savior if He was gone. 

Jesus says, “If you love me, keep my commandments.”  How do you know and experience the love of Jesus? Obey him. 
Sometimes we feel distant—our spiritual lives feel dry. But its not as if Jesus moved. It’s because we move. 

I’m reminded of Jesus words, when asked what the greatest commandment of them all. He said, “Love the Lord they God with all they heart, soul, and mind and love they neighbour as theyself.” (Luke 10:27). Jesus was quoting the shama, that every Jewish person knew and recited since they were little. 

Jesus is teaching a principle here and it is this, I believe. We feel the presence of God in our lives by obedience. And sin, disobedience, cuts us off from the presence of God. 

I believe he put this verse here, right before he was to teach on the Holy Spirit, because he is teaching something important. If you want to experience the love of Jesus and love Jesus back, you must obey him. Sin cuts us off from the power and the flow of the Holy Spirit. 

Why do we not experience the presence of the Spirit more in our lives? Not because we’re not trying hard enough or we need, as some churches teach, a “second baptism.” Not even because we need “more of the Holy Spirit.” But because we need less of us and more of Jesus. 

This verse on obedience is sandwiched in between some of the most powerful and precious promises of the Scriptures. We can ask anything in Jesus’ name and he’ll answer. Nothing is reserved when it comes to our sanctification and fulfilling our God-given purpose in the world. 

And then Jesus goes on to describe the work of the Holy Spirit. But if we sin and disobey, we’re cut off from that. 

I’m convicted by this greatly. Peter alluded to this in his book when we warned husbands that if they don’t treat their wives well, “their prayer would be hindered.” John says in 1 John that if we say we love God but hate our brother, we’re not really loving God. 
And one of the things we’re going to learn as we continue through chapter 14 is that Jesus is revealing the truth abour our relationship with Him. It is not only veritical, it is horizontal. They had spent every waking moment with the physical, God-man. And one day, we will see Him and be like Him. 

But in this life, in this church age, our relationship is He in us and us in Him through the Holy Spirit. But its also in our relationship with others in the church, because they too bear the image of God and they too have the Holy Spirit indwelling them. 

Sending the Comforter

But you ask, and the disciples wondered, How do we keep your commandments? In many ways, Jesus’ request in impossible and yet He says in Matthew that His burden is light. But to live the Christian life, to obey the Scriptures isn’t easy. Its almost as if God called us to an impossible task. 
In many ways, I think, this is often the message of the church. We live and preach as if John 14 ends here. And we say, “Do the commands, obey the Word.” End of story. Let’s go home. 

But how do you tell an addict, something who struggles with sin, to just do it? He can’t. How do you tell a person who struggles with worry? How do you tell someone who battles lust or pride or greed? 

And many times people come to church and leave feeling helpless, because they see what they are required to do by Jesus and what they are capable of doing. 

But folks, there is more to the story. So much more that we miss. Jesus says to his disciples, let me read: 

John 14:16-18 (KJV) 
16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 
17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 
18 I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. 

Now I want to spend the rest our time this morning—and in subsequent weeks unfold this truth, the powerful promise and reality of the Holy Spirit, God in Us. 
I want to focus in on several key words in these passages, so that we grasp the full meaning of what Jesus is saying and promising for us, as his followers. 

I will pray the Father. I want to specifically focus on the word pray. Some translations have it as “ask.” The original Greek word is a word erōtaō that means to “beseech, to inquire, to intreat.” It is different than the word Jesus used when describing the disciples prayer. 

Vincent’s Word Pictures says this: “Ἑρωτάω is to ask on equal terms, and hence is always used by Christ of His own asking from the Father, in the consciousness of His equal dignity.”

There is a difference when we ask things of God and when Jesus asks things of God on our behalf. In John 11, Martha said that when Jesus asks things of the Father, He gets them. Why? Because Jesus is God. He is equal with God and thus knows the Father’s heart, because it is His heart. 

And the heart of the Father, the heart of Jesus was for us to glorify God, for our spiritual success, for the success of the disciples. 

This is a very intimate prayer, an urgent requesting, a beseeching. It’s of utmost priority. Again, Jesus is sending the message to the disciples that their well-being, their success, their mission for God is Jesus utmost priority. 

Remember, even now, Jesus is the great intercessor. Jesus is the great intercessor. 

Hebrews 4:14-15 (ASV) 
14 Having then a great high priest, who hath passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 
15 For we have not a high priest that cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but one that hath been in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 

Hebrews 7:25 (ASV) 
25 Wherefore also he is able to save to the uttermost them that draw near unto God through him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. 
Jesus died, rose again, and went to the right hand of God the Father. His job? To be our High Priest, to make intercession for us. Hebrews says “He ever lives to make intercession.” The resurrection fulfilled God’s will and now Jesus is in Heaven on our behalf. 

So when Jesus tells the disciples that they wouldn’t be left alone, he meant it. And he means it for you and me. Did you know that right now, at this very moment, you’re needs, your desires, you’re success is at the top of Jesus’ agenda before God? He lives to pray for you. And when Jesus prays for you, its an intimate prayer with the Father. 

The Father send the Comforter. The Holy Spirit is a gift of God. His presence was for our sanctification and our success. Again, God has not left us in this world alone. He has sent the Holy Spirit. James tells us that every good and perfect gift comes from above. There is no greater gift than the Holy Spirit.

You see, the disciples were thinking they would be losing out when Jesus went to the cross. They’d lose Jesus, their beloved. But Jesus said, “God is not leaving you alone. He’s sending a better gift, the Holy Spirit.”

It also should tell us something about our view of the Holy Spirit. Too often, Christians sort of treat the Holy Spirit as a nebulous ghost, a sort of spirit out there with no real value. We ignore and grieve the Spirit. And those of us in more conservative churches do a real disservice to the Holy Spirit. We are so afraid of its abuses that we ignore him all together. 

But He’s a gift from God the Father. 

Characteristics of the Spirit 

What is this gift? Who is this Holy Spirit. Jesus continues by sharing some of His attributes. 

He’s another . Now when you first read this verse, you read “another Comforter” or another “helper” as some translations have it. But before we dive into what “comforter” or “helper” means, we need to dwell on this word, “another.” The Greek word we translate as “another” means “another of the same kind.” 
A good illustration of this is imagine if you come in and you see me singing from a hymnal. Well you want to join in on the singing, but you need a hymnal. You can share with me or you can reach down and grab another hymnals. It’s another of the same kind. 

That’s rather crude, but what Jesus is saying is that the Holy Spirit would not be a cheap substitute for Jesus. Remember, they loved Jesus. He’d been their teacher, their coach, their guide. They wanted that to go on forever. But Jesus said that he is sending “another of the same kind.” 

The Holy Spirit is God. He is the third member of the Trinity. He is Almighty God. He’s not an ”it.” He’s God. And what Jesus is communicating to Jesus is that His work among them as their Shepherd. His sanctification of them, his growth in them, would continue after His death. 
It also tell us that the work of Jesus is the work of the Spirit and the work of the Spirit is the work of Jesus. He doesn’t have His own agenda. Sometimes folks talk of a second baptism of the Spirit, but as we’ll see, you have as much of the Spirit as you will ever have when you put your faith in Him. He doesn’t have His own work. He continues the work Jesus began when you put your faith in Him at salvation. 
In other words, the Holy Spirit is Jesus in us. Next week, we’ll really dive into what it means to have a love relationship with Jesus through the Holy Spirit. 
Comforter. Now we have to look at this word comforter. Some translations render it helper. Our English word, comforter has taken on new meanings in our age. When we think of a comforter, we think of Linus with his blanket. 

But the Holy Spirit does more than just make us feel good. He’s not just a cosmic Dr. Phil. He is so much more. 

I want to look at the Greek word, paraclete. This will give you insights into who the Holy Spirit is. I’m grateful to Pastor Rod Mattoon of Lincoln Land Baptist Church. His commentaries Treasures from the Word are some of the best around. And his work on this is some of the best I’ve seen. 
This word paraclete comes from two Greek words. Para – to come alongside and cleos which means to call. Put together, the word paracletous means to encourage. 

Interestingly, John is the only one who uses this word in the New Testament. In 1 John, he uses it to describe the work of Jesus as our “advocate.” 

Essentially this word has four purposes: 
1) An advocate. A roman paraclete was who came alongside to assist, help, or defend someone in court. Think of a public defender or a defense attorney, but even more. 

2) A coach. This was used to refer to a trainer or a teacher. Someone who would come in and coach a team or athletes or soldiers to perform at their highest level. 

3) A helper. This was also used by the Greeks to call out for help from their gods. 

4) A challenger. This word was also used by leaders and soliders to rally the troups, to inspire timid soldiers to keep going. 

So the Holy Spirit, the comforter, is more than just a spirit, more than just a guy who says nice things. What Jesus is saying to the disciples is that He will be present with them in an even more powerful way. 

You see, they had been used to Jesus as their advocate, who would defend them. They were used to Jesus as their coach, who would push them beyond themselves. They were used to Jesus as a helper. They were used to Jesus as someone who would rally them and give them strength when they were weak. 

One commentary says this: 
This Comforter would do for the disciples in the future what Jesus had done for them while He was with them. The Holy Spirit would "abide" ("be, stay, remain, continue") with them. He would not leave them alone. 
Merrill Tenney, in his excellent commentary on John says this: 
The function of the Holy Spirit is to make the reality of God convincing to all men in the same way that Jesus did for all of his disciples. Had he remained upon the earth, He would necessarily have been restricted by space and time as are all men. The indwelling of the Spirit in the heats of Jesus’ followers would provide a fellowship with God even closer than they experienced in the physical presence of Jesus.”
As believers we have the full ministry of the Holy Spirit at our disposal. His primary job is to testify of Jesus, to do the same work Jesus did among the apostles, so that we might do those “greater works” than He did on the earth. 

The sad thing is that we often treat the Spirit as an “it” but HE is a person who can be grieved by our sin, whose power is quenched by our disobedience, whose power is limited. 

But Jesus says that God has sent the Spirit, God has sent himself, God in us. And we can ask for anything and God has promised to give and give liberally. Not things we lust for, but the things that glorify God. 

He is our coach, our guide, our advocate, our helper. He gives us comfort, he is Jesus in us, Christ in us, the hope of glory. 

Christ today sits resurrected at the right hand of God the Father, but Christ is also in each of us by faith, through the power and ministry of the Holy Spirit. 
You Are Unique

So you go back to Jesus statement that the disciples would do greater things than even his ministry when He was on the earth. This is the how. Verse 17:

John 14:17 (KJV) 
17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 

What separates Christians from the world? Its not our code. Its not our practice. It’s not our statement of faith. What separates us is that we have God in us, the Holy Spirit inside of us. 

The world cannot receive the Holy Spirit because it doesn’t see the Spirit. Only those who know Jesus have the Spirit. And the Spirit is evidence of salvation. Paul said in Romans that those who don’t have the Spirit are “none of his.” 

How do we get the Spirit? It comes at salvation. Paul said in 1 Corinthians 12:13 that we’ve all been baptized into one body. 
What Jesus is saying is this. I am leaving and right now the Spirit is with you, as he was selectively in the Old Testament. The Holy Spirit was upon people. And sometimes HE indwelt people, especially the prophets. But there will be a new day when he will be in you. 

The Spirit wasn’t a new thing, but His presence in believers is a new thing, only in this age of the church. He had his ministry on earth and empowered men and women in the Old Testament. But the Spirit would come upon people and leave them. The Spirit left King Saul and you have the prayer of David, who asked that the spirit not be taken from him in Psalm 51. 

But when the Holy Spirit came down at Pentecost, He indwelt every believer. This was a day prophesied by the prophets of old, especially Joel, who prophesied of an outpouring. 
We live in this day. WE have the Spirit of God in us. This same spirit turned the disciples from cowards into men of faith. Men who gave their lives, preaching and teaching. Men who were willing to do anything for Jesus. 

How? Now in their own strength, but Christ in them through the Spirit. You see, Jesus among them was great, but Jesus in them was better. 

What Does this Mean for Me?

You say, well this is all good theology, but what does this mean for me? I want to share five closing points that hopefully inspire us to live in the power of the Spirit. 

1) God has not left us alone. In John 14:18, we read, “I have not left you comfortless.” The Greek word actually means, “orphans” or “bereft.” This world is hard to face, hard to live by, hard to understand. We live in a fearful, frightful times. But you are not alone, my friend. You’re not alone in your sickness. You’re not alone in your divorce. You’re not alone in your job status. You’re not alone in your life. 

If you know the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, then you have the Holy Spirit with you. He’s your comforter, your guide, your friend, you’re coach, you’re teacher. 
2) One of two Spirit’s controls you. Jesus said that the Holy Spirit was the Spirit of truth. Did you know there are two spirits in this world? Jesus is the Spirit of Truth. Satan is the Spirit of Lies. What’s so important about the truth? Jesus said that the truth will set you free. Freedom to live above the lies, to be free from addiction and the trap of the world system. 

How does the Spirit reveal truth to you? By illuminating the Word of God. By drawing you to Jesus. The more you are in the Word, the more the Spirit changes your thinking, renews your mind, and steel you against the lies of the enemy. 
3) The Spirit is with you forever. Jesus said the Spirit will abide forever. That tells me that you can’t lose your salvation. Jesus is the Good Shepherd. He doesn’t forsake His own. And so it is that while others may leave you or disappoint you, Jesus won’t leave you. Jesus told his disciples before he ascended, “Lo I am with you always.” To those disciples, these were welcome words. And so it is that Jesus is with you always. You have the Holy Spirit, God, with you. 
4) Living apart from the Spirit is a recipe for a mediocre, powerless life. Dr. Warren Wiersbe said this: “If we want the Holy Spirit to work in our lives, we must seek to glorify Christ; and we must make much of the Word of God.”

a. Most of us live powerless lives. We try really hard to be good parents and husbands and fathers. And we continue to fail. Why? Not because we’re not trying. But because we’re trying too hard. What we need is not more religion, not another set of rules, but more of Jesus. More of His Spirit. 
b. Religion says that we just need to be good and that we bring to the table our best efforts, our best intentions to do well. But there is sin that lies in our hearts and our flesh is powerless to overcome it.  That’s why your attemps to be a good person, to be a good wife or a good husband, to be a good father or mother are futile, because you only bring you’re brokenness and you’re sinfulness. 

c. What enables you to live for God is something supernatural inside of you, that Holy Spirit, Christ in you. 

d. You see, the Gospel doesn’t end when we come to faith in Christ for salvation. The gospel continues on in us as the Holy Spirit begins his work of regeneration and sanctification, of making us more like Jesus. 

5) How we treat the Holy Spirit is how we treat Jesus. If Jesus were here today, I’ll bet we’d be different. If he went home with us, we’d be different, we’d treat him with favor and honor. But how we treat the Holy Spirit of God is how we treat Jesus, because He’s God. He’s another of the same kind. All the work that Jesus did with disciples on the earth, that friend, guide, counselor, coach is the Holy Spirit. 

a. Which means as we walk with the Spirit, we walk with Jesus. Those disciples had changed in those three years, because they spent every day at the foot of the Master. And so we, if we want to change, must spend our time with Jesus by living and walking in the Spirit. 

i. Galatians describes the fruits of the Spirit as love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith. But that’s not something we can produce on our own. We only have those qualities as we spend time walking in the Spirit, abiding with Jesus. Slowly, because we’ve been with Jesus, people will notice. They will know. 

b. It means we should treat the Holy Spirit like we would treat Jesus. The Spirit is not just some mystical presence. HE is God. He is a person. 

i. He can be grieved when we sin. Jesus said, ‘If you love me, keep my commandments.” Imagine spending time with a friend who spent their whole time doing things that annoy you? You wouldn’t spend a whole lot of time with them. And so it is, if we want to be filled with Jesus, for him to abide with us, we must obey him.

ii. But we obey him out of love. The Spirit fills our hearts with love which enables us to live for Jesus out of the flow of the Spirit. 

iii. He can be ignored. Often we miss out on what Jesus wants to do in us, because we ignore those promptings of the Spirit with in us to do things for God. But if the Spirit is our friend, imagine how that hurts him. 

iv. He can empower, comfort, and strengthen. You don’t have to live this life alone. The Spirit is your friend. He’s there to empower you, to comfort you, to strengthen you in your darkest moments. 
6) The Spirit unites us to each other. If you read 1 Corinthians and Ephesians and Galatians, you’ll see that God’s desire for the church is not solo religion. The Spirit’s work in each of us unites us together. We are not just united to Christ by the Spirit, but united to each other. 

When the Spirit came on Pentecost he did something different than he did in the days of the Old Testament. At Pentecost he began to form the community of believers called "the Church" -- people who belong to one another as well as to the Lord. 
We all come from various backgrounds and places in life. Not much is similar. But we have the same Spirit, the Holy Spirit, who indwells us and guides us. 

Closing: 

As we close, I want to urge us to ponder the words of Jesus. He said, “I have not left you alone.” We live in a world that increasingly hates Christianity. Increasingly beset by fear. 

Many of you have reason to fear. You fear losing your job. You fear your fincancial picture. You fear a life of health issues. You fear for your children. 

But we don’t have to fear. Because God has not left us alone. He has given us His Spirit, who is God, to be our friend, our counselor, our guide, our advocate. 

What you and I need is not more the Holy Spirit, because we have all of the Spirit we need, we got that at the time of our salvation. What we need is for the Spirit to have more of us. We need to let go of ourselves and let Jesus work in us. 

Imagine what you and I could do if we just allowed the Spirit to control us? Imagine what this church would look like? Imagine the impact on the community? 

Let’s pray for God to fill us with His Spirit. That is to say that we have less of us and more of Him. There is only room for one in our hearts. So we must either choose Jesus or choose ourselves. We can’t have both. 

Why aren’t we more loving, peaceful, longsuffering? Why don’t we have the peace of God in our hearts? Because we have not let go and let the Spirit control our lives. 

How we think: My prayer is that the power of the Holy Spirit infects more of our preaching and teaching. Sometimes I talk to Christians and you would find no discernable difference in them and the world. 

They are just as fearful, troubled, sinful, angry, bitter. Why? Because they are living outside of the power of the Spirit. They have not let the love of Jesus soak into their hearts and minds. 

The truth is Jesus left this earth. And the world can’t understand or see the Holy Spirit. So how does the world see Jesus? They only see Jesus through us. AS we walk with Christ, His light shines through us. 

I think the church needs to stop worrying so much about methods and programs and results as if it all is up to us. I think we need to stop sweating so feverishly politics and world events, as if there is no hope in the world. 

Instead, the church needs to be reawakened to the Spirit, by being in the Word, by knowing Jesus through His Word and by allowing the Spirit to direct our lives by His truth. 

And perhaps our discipleship would change. We’d be less inclined to “change people” and more inclined to listen to the voice of the Spirit and be there to meet people’s spiritual needs, but fall back on the Spirit and let Him do this work. 

We ought to pray for our kids, first and foremost, not that they become good kids, but that they know Jesus and that they yield their hearts to the power of the Holy Spirit. 
To those who don’t know

And lastly, I want to say a word to those who don’t know Jesus. By this I don’t mean you’re religious. I don’t mean that you’ve attended church you’re entire life. 

I’m talking about a living, breathing relationship with God through Jesus Christ. Jesus offers a relationship with God. Religion is tired and old. It offers a man-made solution to God-sized problems. 

What you need is a Savior. You are broken by sin. And Jesus came, 2,000 years ago, hung on a cross, and took the punishment for your sin. He paid your debt of sin, a debt that you couldn’t possibly pay. And he offers you His righteousness in return. 
All you have to do is believe, believe that you’re a sinner in need of a Savior. That yo’ure goodness can’t possibly buy you’re way into Heaven and into God’s favor. And believe that Jesus, who was God, died in your place. Once you receive Him as your Savior, God gives you eternal life. 

What’s more, He sends the Holy Spirit to indwell you forever. And he restores you to your original purpose and calling, which is to glorify God. You were made for more than mediocrity. You were made for something big. 

Discover God’s plan for you and a lifelong relationship with Him. 
