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Intro: 

In invite you to turn in your Bibles to the gospel of John, chapter 12. This is a very interesting chapter and one of the struggles of a pastor is to try and divide the gospel into segments for preaching. This was one of the most difficult to do. 

The rest of this chapter could easily divide into several individual messages on some important topics, but it was like the Holy Spirit kept coming back to me and pushing me to cover it as a whole, to find the unifying theme. 

The theme of this entire chapter is the glory of God, but really it’s the love of God, which works to display God’s glory. I’m reminded of a beautiful song we sing here often: 

How deep the Father's love for us,
How vast beyond all measure
That He should give His only Son
To make a wretch His treasure

How great the pain of searing loss,
The Father turns His face away
As wounds which mar the chosen One,
Bring many sons to glory

Its important, when studying a passage, to sort of lift ourselves off of each verse and take an exalted view, a Heavenly view of exactly what is happening. And this week, God really impressed upon me how each of these seemingly differing events and statements all tie together to display the incredible love of God and the glory of God. 
Last week, we dwelt on the appeal of the Greek’s who came to Jesus saying, “Sir, We Would See Jesus.” And today it is my prayer that we see Jesus for Who He is in such a powerful way, that we come away in awe and wonder at God’s matchless, incredible grace and love. 
This is one of those messages that you come away thinking, “What a Lord We Serve!” When you get a glimpse of Him and say like Isaiah, “I am undone.” 

1) The Agony of Jesus’ Love 

Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour. John 12:27

Let’s remember that the Greeks asked, “We Want to See Jesus.” And this was a signal that Jesus’ time had come. His time for what? Jesus time to die. The purpose for which Jesus came. He came to the earth, as the angel told Mary and Joseph, to “save the people from their sins.” 

And as Jesus shared the way that the Greeks and Gentiles and Jewish people could all be united to God—by Jesus’ death on the cross, producing new life—it stirred in his mind just the agony of what Jesus was about to face. 

John doesn’t record Jesus’ agony in the Garden of Gethsemane, but we know that three times Jesus’ asked that the cup might be taken from him. But John records this instance here at the temple. It tells us that Jesus didn’t just agonize over the cross in one situation, as He approached the cross, the weight of what He was to do grew heavier and heavier. Jesus was God, but Jesus was also man. And as a man, He felt the weight and the fear of the cross. 

The agony he was to face was not the physical death, though that was brutal and humiliating. The agony was that Jesus would become sin for us. The prospect of being made sin: 

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:21 (ESV) 
Jesus literally became sin for us. Imagine all the worst and most heinous crimes every committed. And now imagine the just and proper punishment for those crimes. God’s full wrath against sin was poured out on Jesus. Jesus, the spotless, holy, sinless Lamb of God. Jesus—beauty and innocence personified. Jesus, God in human form, holy and pure and white—became soaked with the sins of mankind. 

I find it interesting that this word, “troubled” is the same word used in John 14, when Jesus says, “Let not your heart be troubled.” It means deeply grieved. In Mark 14:34 he said, “My soul is overwhelmed to the point of death.” 

Jesus was troubled in his heart so you and I don’t have to be. Jesus was deeply grieved so He could tell us “Let not your heart be troubled.” Everything we bear in this life, Jesus bore on that cross. Every hurt, pain, trial, discouragement, Jesus bore. 

This, my friends, is the height of God’s love. Those of you who believe, whenever you feel lonely, unloved, unwanted, rejected, run to Jesus. Run to the cross. Bask in God’s love for you as only He could express. This is not a conditional, touchy-feely, Hollywood romance type of love. This is sacrificial love on your part. 

How deep the Father’s love for us. I’m reminded of the children’s song, “Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.”
Jesus could have shrunk back at the weight of the cross, but in obedience to the Father and because of His love for you, he went. “For this cause,” He says, “He was born.” Jesus didn’t leave Heaven to be an example, to be a great teacher, to lead a revolution. Jesus came for the cross. 

From eternity past, this was the plan of God, announced at Creation, promised throughout the Old Testament by the prophets. This was Jesus’ purpose. 
2) The glory of Jesus’ love 
Father, glorify thy name. John 12: 28 (a) 
Notice Jesus says, Father, glorify they name. Oh, the agony of the cross. And yet, Jesus in perfect obedience to the Father, Jesus said, Father, take this from me, but glorify thy name.
What a prayer. Jesus was in perfect submission to the will of the Father. And Jesus’ suffering brought glory to the Father. Isaiah tells us that it “pleased the Lord” to bruise him. The Psalmist writes that Jesus’ death was “good.” 

Oh, it did glorify God and God was pleased. We see in the last part of this verse that the Heavens opened and God announced His good pleasure. Only three times did God supernaturally affirm with an audible voice his pleasure of Jesus: 

· First at Jesus’ baptism with John, when Jesus identified with sinful humanity. 

· Second at the Transfiguration, when Jesus announced when he would “accomplish in Jerusalem.”

· Third here, when Jesus speaks of the cross.

To the world, the cross, Jesus life, was a failure. He was despised and rejected by his own people. He never was wealthy or terribly powerful. He was cruelly nailed to a wooden cross. 
But to all of Heaven, the cross was glory. The cross revealed the heart of God, a heart of love so deep, it defies human logic and explanation. And here John is writing, years later, with that perspective, with the angelic, Heavenly perspective. No wonder Revelation foretells a celebration in Heaven, around the cross, where we will forever say, “Worth is the Lamb that was slain.” 

What does the world think of the cross? Well, we know the world thinks, as Paul says, that its foolishness. What does God think of the cross? Here we see it. God in Heaven thunders down and says, “I am pleased. I am glorified and I will be glorified again.” 

We also see a secondary application to our suffering today. God asks us to take our crosses. He asks us to suffer. And Jesus has given us a pattern for prayer. We say, “God take this from me. Relieve me. Take this burden off of my shoulders. But if not, glorify they name.” 

Our prayer should be that our lives bring glory to Jesus. Our sufferings, our pain, our hurts, they glorify God. What if we prayed, in every trial, “God, glorify your name through this?” 

3) The Testimony of Jesus’ Love 
Father, glorify thy name. Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again. 
The people therefore, that stood by, and heard it, said that it thundered: others said, An angel spake to him. 
Jesus answered and said, This voice came not because of me, but for your sakes. 
John 12:28-30 (KJV) 
Again, we’re with John as he’s writing and we’re taking the Heavenly perspective of all of this. I find it so amazing the depths that God has gone to reveal Himself to the world. 

Here in a final appeal to the nation of Israel, God himself thunders forth his voice and approves Jesus as the Christ. And yet, the people don’t see it. They don’t get it. They ask, “Hey, maybe that’s thunder.” Or “Hey, maybe it was an angel.” Oh, so close, but so far. 

Today we have that same unbelief. God has revealed Himself through nature, and yet people worship the Creation more than the Creator. God has revealed himself through His Word and yet people deny the Bible is the Word of God. God has revealed himself in miracles and in people and yet people will not see God. 

Again, this is God’s final offer to the nation of Israel. And he’s pulling out all the stops. The heart of God? The heart of God is for Israel to believe. And today the heart of God is for people to believe. 
No one will stand before the Lord and say, “Hey, I didn’t have a chance.” God has pulled out all the stops for you to believe. 

It wasn’t Jesus who needed affirmation of Who he was, it was the people. Jesus said that it was for their sakes. And as we’ll see in the next few passages, there were many who didn’t believe, but there were some who did and perhaps, combined with the raising of Lazarus, this audible voice of God was the very thing that confirmed them to believe. 

Know this about God’s love. God will stop at nothing to persuade men to come to faith in Him. That is the heart of a loving God. 

3) The Victory of Jesus’ Love 

Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. 
John 12:31 (KJV) 
Why is the cross the object of Heavenly glory? Why is the cross the height of God’s love? Because, as Jesus says, the cross judged the world and the cross defeated Satan. 

First, the cross judged the world. It revealed the sinfulness in the hearts of man. The cross was the ugliness of man’s heart on full, wretched display. And yet by revealing man’s depravity, the cross opened the door to reconciliation to God. Jesus assumed that depravity and replaces it with love. 

1 Corinthians says that Jesus became sin for us so that we might be made righteous. Jesus is love, but that love reveals our sin. But to reveal our sin is not harsh or unkind, but the most loving thing God could do, because only sinners are eligible for His grace. 

Our preaching must always remind people, in the gentlest of terms, of mankind’s sin. Now, we should always wrap it in God’s love. I’ve heard a lot of fire-and-brimstone messages about sin, but they lack the love. Merely hearing of our sin does nothing for us. But hearing of our sin and the solution is everything. 
In love, Jesus revealed our sin and provided a payment. 

The cross also revealed the defeat of the enemy. Satan was finally crushed. The enemy, the prince and power of this world suffered the greatest defeat on the cross. Because of the cross, mankind doesn’t have to be destined to live in Hell forever with Satan and his angels. And sin doesn’t win. Evil doesn’t win. It was forever defeated. 

The fall of Adam in the Garden, the fall of Lucifer in Heaven didn’t surprise God. From eternity past, God had the cross in mind, knowing that He’d redeem His creation from sin and that he’d defeat His enemy, Satan. And while sin provoked God’s wrath, it also revealed His love for you and for me. 

4) The Attraction of Jesus’ Love 

And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 
He said this to show by what kind of death he was going to die. 
So the crowd answered him, “We have heard from the Law that the Christ remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” John 12:32-34 (ESV) 
Not only did Jesus publicly live a sinless life and death. Not only did Jesus fulfill every single Old Testament prophecy in his life and death. Not only did God audibly confirm Jesus’ deity three separate times. Not only did Jesus do miracles only God could do, like suspending the laws of nature and raising people from the dead. 

But in Jesus’ death, He draws all men to himself. He says, ‘If I be lifted up, I will draw all men to me.’ 

I want to take this apart. It’s a powerful piece of the gospel. Its  piece we often neglect. 

What attracts men to Christ? The cross is the greatest attraction in the world. The Pharisees said it best. They said, “The world has gone after him.” And even to this day, despite rejection, humiliation, persecution, the cross of Christ is the most attractive symbol in the world. 

Jesus said, “if I be lifted up.” He was talking about his death. The way Jesus died was important. That’s why they couldn’t stone him. They couldn’t hang him. They couldn’t kill him in any other way than to lift Him up. 

As Moses was lifted up in the wilderness, so must the son of man be lifted up? There are three powerful lessons in Jesus words here: 

1) The power is in the Gospel. What attracts men to Christ? The cross? The gospel is the power. As a ministry, as a church, our lives must reflect the gospel. We must lift up Christ, because when we magnify Christ, men are drawn. R.A. Torry said, "Preach any Christ but a crucified Christ, and you will not draw men for long." 
a. At Gages Lake Bible Church, we must lift up and raise up Christ. As long as we do that, people will come to faith. But if we rely on our cleverness and our cuteness and if the story becomes about me and about you, then people won’t get saved. We must exalt Christ. 
b. We must also exalt Christ in our lives. Do you lift up Christ in our daily life? When you live out the gospel message, when you are allowing Christ to live through you, when you magnify Jesus, you will draw men to Jesus. 
2) Jesus does the drawing. Oh, I wish we could learn this. Jesus does the drawing my friend. Notice he doesn’t drive men, but draws them. Again, its not our methods or our cleverness in evangelical presentations. It is the Holy Spirit who draws men to Jesus. 

a. Sometimes we put so much pressure on “closing the deal” in evangelism.” But it is Jesus who draws men to Himself. It is the cross itself that is the attraction. 

3) If the attraction in our message is anything but the cross, we won’t attract people to the cross. Our attraction can be our love or our works or are goodness. We can give stuff away and promise the moon to get people in the door, but that will only attract them to temporal things. We must exalt Christ. 


Lastly, we again see God’s love on full display. God not only sent Jesus to this earth, and to the cross to die for our sins. But God also employs the fullness of the Godhead to bring men to a saving knowledge of Himself. The Holy Spirit has to work in the hearts of men, to convict them, to draw them. 
Men are so blind and dead in their sins, they must be drawn by the power of the Spirit. Now, Jesus says that he is drawing all men. In my world, all means all. Jesus isn’t drawing some. The gospel call is open to all men. Now, only some will believe. Everyone won’t accept Jesus. But all are being drawn. 

If you don’t know the Lord, my friend, know that Jesus was lifted up for you and know that the Holy spirit is working and drawing you. 

Our prayer should be that the hearts of men will be open and receptive to the wooing of the Spirit and they will yield to the drawing of the Spirit and come to faith in the lifted-up Christ. 

5) The Narrow Window of God’s Love 

The people answered him, We have heard out of the law that Christ abideth for ever: and how sayest thou, The Son of man must be lifted up? who is this Son of man? 
Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth. 
While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them. 
John 12:34-36 (KJV) 
Here you see the powerful hold that the old wineskins, the old religion had on the hearts of these people. Notice how they differentiate between what they have heard in the law and what Jesus is saying. Now, notice they didn’t’ say we have read in the law that Messiah will live forever. 

That’s because if they truly understood the prophecies and the law, they would know that first the Son of Man must die. And notice how they differentiate between “the Christ” – Messiah, and “The Son of Man.” 

In their view, the Messiah, the Christ, would be a ruler, a conqueror, a political ruler. But Jesus called himself the Son of Man, a fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecy. The Christ would one day be a ruler and he would live forever and reign on David’s throne. But first He must come as the suffering Son of Man, the servant, who lived as a man and would be sacrificed on the cross. 

But you see Jesus’ heart here. He pleads with them. He gives a warning. He says, the Light will only be here a short time. He was the Light. You see, for the Jewish nation, their narrow window of opportunity was closing fast. The light, Jesus, would not be with them. And they would be in darkness. God, for a time, would stop working through them. 

God’s love was infinite toward Israel, but the opportunity didn’t last forever. Here they were clinging to their old religion, even though they knew Jesus was truth and light. And Jesus answer wasn’t to rehash the argument, but to plead with them. “You can only debate so long and soon you will be given over to darkness.” 

I believe that’s true today. You can only reject the gospel so many times. Your opportunity is only so big. Jesus has revealed himself. You can continue to argue the old religious arguments, but eventually you have to make a choice. 
I can think of a relative of mine who is very close to accepting Christ. But she continues and continues to back away. She falls back on her religion, even though she knows there is no hope there. I was just talking to my father about it and he was saying, “The time for her is getting short. She’s living dangerously.” 

So true. I do believe that if you choose darkness and reject Christ, God eventually gives you what you want. He hardened Pharaoh’s heart, because Pharaoh chose darkness. Paul talks in Romans 1 about God “giving people over” to a reprobate mind.”

I plead with you today, if you are here, you’re hearing the gospel. God is drawing you. Jesus has been revealed. Today, today is the day of salvation. Don’t play that dangerous game. You don’t know when you’re next breath is. Consider that plane of Polish elected officials on their way to Russia. They probably thought they had 20 more years to live. And in one second they were in eternity. Folks, the darkness is coming. Are you in the light? 

6) The Sovereignty of Jesus’ Love

But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him: 
That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
Therefore they could not believe, because that Esaias said again, 
He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them. 
These things said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and spake of him. 
John 12:37-41 (KJV) 
I just love John’s perspective here. He just detailed incredible unbelief. God Himself had audibly spoken from Heaven. The Spirit is drawing men. And yet they still continue in unbelief. 

And yet, John writes and says, “Even the unbelief of men doesn’t surprise God.” You see, John recalls the prophecy of Isaiah 53, “Who has believed our report and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed.” 

The unbelief of the Jewish people didn’t cause panic in Heaven. Even that is part of God’s sovereign plan. And consider how this reveals God’s love. God knew that the Jewish nation would reject His son and he still sent Jesus Christ. Oh the love of God. Nothing surprises God. And even in unbelief, God is glorified. 

John then quotes Isaiah 6, where it was prophesied that God would blind those who didn’t believe. This is difficult for us to fathom. How could a loving God blind those to belief? But it’s a principle born out in Scriptures (Matt. 13:14-15; Mark 4:12; Luke 8:10; Acts 28:25-27; Rom. 11:8.) 
We balance this with the knowledge that no man is without excuse. What we arrive at is the conclusion that God draws all men. God has done all God can do to reveal His love and glory to His creation. But God has also given man a free will. And the more truth that a man rejects, the more he is choosing darkness and blindness. And if a man chooses darkness and blindness, God will give it to him. This is the spirit of this passage. 
Do I believe anyone is past the point of being saved in this life? No, but I will say this. The more a man rejects, the colder his heart becomes and there may be a time where, as Jesus says, darkness has overtaken the soul. 

John then says that Isaiah saw the glory of God. You see, in Isaiah 6, Isaiah was given a vision of God’s glory. And he said, “I am undone.” And John is saying this. “That glory was Jesus Christ. Isaiah saw Jesus, the Son of God.” 

John says all of this to make the point that the staggering, surprising, unbelief of man doesn’t surprise the Heavenly Father. 

Dear Christian, don’t be alarmed when you see the rejection of the cross by the world. Don’t let it discourage you. As Jesus said, “Let not your heart be troubled.” Not by the media and the politicians and the religious leaders. Because even their unbelief works around to the sovereign plan of God. We can always look around and see and say, “God is so great. God is so loving. And God is in charge.” 

7) The Grace of Jesus’ Love 

Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue: 
For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God. 
John 12:42-43 (KJV) 
Now we know that not all of the Pharisees rejected Jesus. The nation of Israel and its leaders as a whole rejected our Lord, fulfilling prophecy. But in every group, every tribe, every nation, there are those, a remnant who believe. 
And while many preach messages on this passage here on the danger of being a closet disciple—which is true—I think when you take the Heavenly view, you see something different. You see that God is glorified even when His followers are imperfect. God is loving even when those who claim His name aren’t faithful. 

We know this, that two of those, Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, were closet believers. And perhaps John mentions this to say that these closet believers were in a position of influence and power and did nothing to stop the injustice of the cross. 

Two thoughts strike me. 1) There are very few men, even Christian men, who have the courage to stand for the Lord, to stand up for righteousness. Very few. Very few who in a position of power, when they know something is wrong, will speak truth to power. Why? Because we love the praise of men, more than the praise of God. We love our comfort, our position, our situation. 

2) The second thought is this. John is writing many years later, reflecting on the plan of God in salvation. And John seems to be saying, “Isn’t it amazing how God perfectly worked the plan of the cross? There were even people in positions of power who didn’t’ lift a finger. And that paved the way for the cross.” 

You see, God uses the cowardice of men. God uses the unfaithfulness of His followers. And even in that, He is sovereign. He is Lord.

And lest we be too hard on these men, I see a lot of ourselves in them. In fact, most of us are closet believers. We don’t want to ruffle feathers. We don’t want to live to radically. We love our lives, more than we love Jesus. 

And yet, yet God still is at work using us, flawed, unfaithful, unworthy of Him. Peter denied the Lord and yet God used Him. We deny the Lord and yet He uses us. 

This is God’s love. God wasn’t not ashamed of these closet Pharisees even though, at this time, they were ashamed of Him. Dear friend, know this, that God is at work using sinful men. If God could only use perfect followers, then He wouldn’t have anyone to use. 

Today so many Christians are lamenting the state of the church. Book after book is being written. And many are saying that if the church doesn’t have revival, it will cease to exist. 

But then I read Jesus’ promise that the “Gates of Hell” can’t prevail against the church. And I see this testimony of cowardly followers and I see that despite our flaws and our problems, God is at work in the church. 

But you have to have that Heavenly perspective, the knowledge of the absolute soverignty of God, to see God’s work. Don’t only look at the negative. See what God is doing and do your best to be a part of it. 
8) The Responsibility of Jesus’ Love 
Jesus cried and said, He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me. 
And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me. 
I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness. 
And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world. 
He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day. 
For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. 
And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak. 
John 12:44-50 (KJV) 
This is where Jesus, in his final words to the nation of Israel, lets them know that there is a certain responsibility in His love. You see, we often treat the life of Christ as some really nice inspirational story, something to be placed alongside the story of Mohammed, and Bhudda, and Confucious and other world religions. 

And that is the message of our day. Jesus is okay, but its also okay if we don’t accept Him. But Jesus said that there is a certain responsibility to His revelation of love. 

It says that he cried out or shouted out. In his statement, he delivers both the truth and the consequences of the truth. You see the heart of Jesus. He is warning Israel. He is saying to them, “This isn’t child’s play. This is real. This is serious. Here me out.” 

First, he asserts that He is God. He that believes on Jesus believes on God. He that wants to know God, must believe on Jesus. If you want to be right with God, if you want to know God, there are not several paths, there is one path. 

Second, he asserts that if He is God, He is the only way to salvation. He came to be a light in the darkness. Dear friend, if you want to live in light, if you want clarity and light and hope and peace, there is only one way, that way is Jesus. Jesus is pleading with you like he pled with the nation of Israel. There is only one way to salvation and to a life in eternity in Heaven. Its Jesus. 

Salvation was Jesus’ mission. Not judgement. Where the law judged, it pointed out sin and the need for a Savior. Jesus was that Savior. The gospel isn’t condemnation, its forgiveness and hope. Religion judges. Religion says that you just have to try harder. Jesus says, “I’m not coming to give another code, but to renew you from the inside out. To transform and to save you.” 

But, Jesus says, if this is the truth and I have demonstrated that I am the way the truth and the life, then there are consequences. 

The consequence is that if you reject the light, if you reject Jesus as the truth, then you will be judged by the Father. The word judge is repeated four times in this section. 
You see, Jesus didn’t come to be a judge. But if you reject Jesus, then His words, those words of life and hope and truth, will be your judge. Romans tells us that no man will be without excuse. 

It’s a sobering thing to think that the sinner will be judged for every bit of truth and Scripture he has ever heard. Every revelation of God. 
Notice that it says after this, Jesus hid himself from them. His appeal to the nation was finished. And so it is with you. 

Judgment Day is coming, for every single soul. And you will be judged by the very words you rejected. Now notice the heart of Jesus. He is pleading, begging, shouting at the top of his lungs. He’s warning of coming judgement. 

But he’s saying, “you don’t have to be judged.” You can be saved from judgment. I’m dying to save you from the wrath of God. But if you reject it, know this. That wrath of God is coming down on you for your sin. 

Can’t you see the heart and the love of God? Can’t you see how much God loves the world? Can’t you see how much God wants every single soul to be saved? 

God’s love brought Jesus Christ to save the world from the wrath of God. God knows the strength of His own wrath. And He pleads with the world to be saved from it. Paul said that our job is similar. 2 Corinthians 5:11 says “Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men.”

God’s wrath is real. Sin must be paid for. And there is a choice. God has graciously provided His Son. But if you reject Him, you will face God’s wrath. And in God’s love He has even warned you. But there is an unlimited time. And the more you reject the light, the more you will be in darkness. 

Closing

As we close, I want to say this to the believer. Do you see the love of God? I come back to Jesus words. “If I be lifted up, I will draw all men to me.” 

Let us magnify our Christ. Let us preach the cross. Let us put on full display the love and grace of God. Let us live our lives so in tune with the Spirit that people say, “Wow, what a Great God.” 

Let us have a church that so powerfully magnifies Christ that people are drawn to us. And people say, “Wow, what a great Lord.” 

The gospel is the power unto salvation. Many ordinary men and women, from all walks of life, with differing talents and abilities and backgrounds, throughout the ages, have been a part of God’s work. Why? Not because of their greatness, but because of God’s greatness.

That’s why in spite of our flaws, our sins, our differences, our denominations, God is at work in the church and in the world. Let’s thank him for allowing us to be a part of it. 
