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Intro 1: Dedication Ceremony

· In Joshua 24:15, Joshua stood before Israel and declared, “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 
· We’re dedicating ourselves, to the best of our abilities, to serve the Lord. We’re consecrating the to the Lord’s work. It is our desire that Grace and Dan Jr grow up, not just to be good citizens, but to follow and pursue God with their hearts. 

· I’m going to ask Jim Maxwell, one of our elders, to come up here and pray over our family. 

Intro 2: Today we’re continuing our series, Resolved. We’ve come to the fourth message, taking up the challenge to raise our families in the Lord. 

Now before I begin, I want to offer two important and powerful disclaimers. Have you ever watched those drug commercials on television? They always seem to have disclaimers that say, “if you take this drug, there is a possibility that you’ll get cancer, have a heart attack, and die in three months—but ask your doctor to tell you about it.” 

Well, today I have two important disclaimers on this message.

The message today is not intended to bring shame on parents of grown children. I’m always sensitive to this, because my own family suffered thru a severe trial like this. My brother—who is with us today and happily serving the Lord—was for a time away from the Lord. For a time, my parents experienced regret, shame, and guilt for Tim’s choices. 

I know there are those of you in the audience today who have those same regrets. You have children who’ve made bad decisions and have walked away from the Lord. 

Perhaps there is no greater regret in a parents life. I understand that. I hear that. I’m aware of that. 

For you, you hear the words of Proverbs 22:6 that says, “Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not depart from that.” And so you think, Where have I failed? 

Let me share two powerful points of theology that will help you. 
1) Proverbs are divinely inspired wisdom, not doctrine or even promises. We believe that the entire Bible was inspired by God for our benefit. But each part has a purpose and a context. Proverbs is a collection of the best wisdom available. And so its words are guidelines on how to live. 

a. Chances are—if you raise a child right, he will turn out right. That is true, but it doesn’t always happen. 
b. Chances are—a soft answer turns away wrath. That is true, but it may not always happen. Jesus gave a soft answer at his trial and it didn’t turn away anyone’s wrath. 
c. I know parents who did everything right and still saw their children make bad choices. Let’s not use today to judge other parents or to go home with shame about past mistakes.
2) Every single person is accountable for their own life. Romans 14:12 says that every one of us will give an account of himself to god. No child will be able to stand before God and say, “It’s not my fault. My parents did this or that or the other thing.” We make our own choices and are accountable for them.
So please parents, my intention is not to heap scorn on you’re past parenting. Please don’t take it that way. God can work in your child’s life even now and can work miracles to bring that wayward son or daughter to back to Himself. My brother standing here today is living proof. 
Secondly, there are those who are here today who do not have children. You may be single or married or divorced. And today you might be thinking, why did I come? This has nothing for me. I want to leave now. 

Please don’t leave. Because the entire church shoulders the load of raising children who love the Lord. This is part of the beauty of the body of Christ. We all give for the mutual benefit of others. Regardless of where you are in life, you play a vital role in the shaping of young children. 

We have retired teachers who devote themselves to Awana, Vacation Bible School, and other ministries to children. 

We have childless couples who devote themselves to helping raise children to love the Lord and participate in these ministries. 

We have grandparents who have adopted their grandchildren or play a vital role in the life of other kids. 

There are many kids without good parents who need you. 

Your work as a single person is important to helping our church shape the lives of young children in this community. 

Until we reach heaven you won’t fully know the impact of your work. I salute you. 

Intro 3: 
I used to be an expert on raising children. Growing up in church, I regularly and routinely stuck out my chest and pointed my fingers at people who I felt were raising their children wrong. 
Then a funny thing happened. I became a parent. And instead of having all the answers, I suddenly had all the questions. 

It was my child throwing a fit in the grocery store.

It was my child hitting the teacher and locking everyone out of the bathroom. 

It was my child who appeared uncontrollable. 

God humbled me by making me a parent. I can see my own parents smiling now. 

But I do come to this subject with very deep emotions. It’s a subject that I’m passionate about. 

I believe the training of children in the Lord is an area where the evangelical church is largely failing. 

I’ve seen it in my generation—kids I grew up with who have walked away from the faith. 

It cuts across all denominational barriers. It cuts across styles, from the conservative churches to the more contemporary churches. 

We all seem to be losing our children to the world. In fact, I’ve read two separate surveys recently—one by George Barna and the other by the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board. Both of them essentially say that evangelical teens are walking away from the faith at a rate of 75%. 

That’s a trend that can’t continue. 

If we care about the future of our country, the future of our community, and the future of our church, we all need to take seriously the training of the next generation. 

Today I want to share four Biblical reasons why intentional and systematic training of the next generation in the Lord, primarily by parent and supported by the church—should be an emphasis at Gages Lake in 2009 and beyond. 
1) Because We Live in a Culture that Denies God – 

Turn in your Bibles to 2nd Timothy chapter 3. I want to camp here for a second. 

While you’re turning there, I want to share with you some hard truths about our current culture. In case you weren’t aware—we live in a world and in a culture that denies the Lord. 

Every year, the networks ramp up their content of sexuality and violence and filth. What we used to blush at 10 years ago, we now laugh at—and that’s the mild stuff in prime time. 

Our schools are teaching our children to deny God, to embrace sin. I just talked to a mother recently who was horrified at the reading material her son was assigned—this is in middle school. Not just high-school. 

The media is promoting a denial of God and an embrace of all the lies of the devil. If you’re a person who believes in Jesus Christ, if you hold to certain moral standards, if you believe marriage is between a man and a woman, then suddenly you’re weird. You’re crazy. 

But most of all, my friends, the world and the devil want our kids. They want to destroy them and ruin them and pollute their minds. 
Let’s read 2 Timothy 3:1-7.  

Paul is writing to Timothy, who is a young pastor of a church. He is warning him about the increasingly perverse nature of the culture. 

Now, Timothy didn’t grow up in America. He grew up in the Greek culture of the day which was steeped in idol worship, sexual immorality, and philosophy. 

They believed in many gods with many truths. Sound Familiar? 

But lest you think that raising children in this culture is impossible, let’s read further. 

Read 2 Timothy 3:14-15. 

Paul was confident that Timothy would not get swept up in the culture of the day. Why? Because Timothy was trained in the Scriptures from an early age.  

Turn back over a few pages to 2 Timothy 1:5. 

Paul says in this letter to Timothy. It gives me great joy to see your unfeigned or “sincere” faith in the Lord. Let’s look at two things about Timothys upbringing: 

1) It was a generation faith. His mother and his grandmother passed it on. Grandparents—you have role to play. You can help your grandchildren know the Lord. You have a unique position. They’ll listen to you, they’ll love you. 

2) Timothy probably lived in either a broken home or a home with an unbelieving father. Single moms take heart. You’re efforts to train your children in the Lord can bear fruit. Timothy became a preacher! Not because he had an ideal situation at home. Not because he lived in a Mayberry culture. Because his mother and grandmother systematically taught him the truth of God’s Word. 
I want to say this and say it clearly. Parents: If you don’t intentionally teach your children the Scriptures—they will get caught up in the culture. 

Spirituality doesn’t happen by osmosis. If you allow them to consume all the culture and then barely take them to church and barely mention the Scriptures and barely live out your faith—don’t expect them to carry the faith on to the next generation. 

You must be intentional, because there is an enemy that wants your children. 
2) Because God’s plan for the church is multi-generational faith 

If you study the history of Israel, especially among the Kings, you can quickly see that faith can be lost in a generation. 

And its true in our day today. I’ve seen once-thriving churches fold their doors because faith was not past to the next generation. 
Now I have 4 points about multi-generational faith. 

a) God’s plan for the home is for it to be a place of discipleship and instruction in the Word. – Deuteronomy 6:5-7

In this passage we see God’s plan for the family.  It is for the home to be a place where God is worshipped and His Word is taught. Now, I want you to notice a few things. 

For parents, it must begin with your own vibrant walk with God. It says first to “love God with all your heart, soul, and mind.” That means a “do as I say and not as I do” mentality won’t work. Kids see thru that. If you want your kids to be passionate for God, you must be passionate for God. 

Let me reverse that. If you’re kids were asked, “What is important to Mommy and Daddy?” What would they say? 
It also says for parents to seize teachable moments. It says to each them the Word,when they sit up and when they lay down—wherever your children go. This doesn’t mean you have to have one long big church service at home. Or 7-hour family devotions.  Please don’t do that. You’ll make your kids hate church and God! 

It means that you seize ever opportunity to connect real life to faith in God. 

Every night I read Grace a story before bed. And she has these great books on animals by my friend Suzanne Slade. Their terrific and Grace loves animals. So what do I do? I always ask her, “Grace who made the animals?” 

At first, she was saying, “I did.” She obviously doesn’t have a self-confidence problem!

But lately she has been saying, “God did. Or Jesus did.” 

Grace gets scared easily at night and so we use that opportunity to say, “Grace, who is watching over you?” 

You see—it can be fun, it can be practical. And you’re using opportunities to connect real life to faith in God. So important. 

We also see that we’re supposed to teach our children the Scriptures diligently. That means as long as they are under our care, we routinely and systematically expose them to God’s truth. 
· This means we have our children in church and youth group every time the doors are open. 

· This means we have regular times of prayer and Bible reading the home. 

· This means we never tire, we never falter, we never give up in our desire to impart God’s truth on our children.
b) God’s Master Plan for Evangelism is through the family. – Acts 2:38-39
God’s desire is for generation after generation of believers to go forth and fill the earth with worship and bring the good news of the Gospel to the remote parts of the earth. 

If firmly believe that the Great Commission—to spread the Gospel—is not disconnected from what we do in our families. If we raise generation after generation of believers, then we can have a profound impact on the world for Jesus Christ.

I’ve heard pastors and missionaries speak flippantly about their families as if their families were less important than the ministry. 

I whole-heartedly disagree.  As for the Darling Family, we’re in this together. I believe my family comes first and from that family springs forth ministry and life to other people. 

I want to raise my children to be world-changers. To make a different in this world for Christ. 

c) Every generation must be grounded in the truth. Psalm 78:1-7
Psalm 78 is a powerful passage written by Asaph. Most if it is historical, sharing Israel’s ups and downs. God’s blessings and cursings. 
But before Asaph gets into the details, he lays out instructions. They are from the heart of God. And they speak of multigenerational faith. 

He essentially says, “Don’t hide the truth. Proclaim it across the generations.” Do you know that you’re faith can influence many generations to come? 

Do you realize that you can impact this community, this country, and this world by your simple faith and parenting of your children at home? 

I think of Susanna Wesley. She is known as the Mother of Methodism. She gave birth to nineteen children, but among them was John and Charles Wesley. These two impacted the world for generations to come by sharing the Gospel. Many of the hymns we sing today were written by Charles Wesley. Her legacy is continuing. 

That is what Asaph is getting at in this Psalm. He is saying, you can impact the generations to come by teaching your children the Scriptures and introducing them to God. 

You’ll notice that five generations are mentioned in Psalm 78:5. Think about this—your faithfulness to God can impact the course of history. 

I think of my family. My father’s mother was a Christian married to an alcoholic man. But everyone of her children is a believer. 

My Dad became an elder and served his church faithfully for decades. He was faithful to train me. 

Now I’m a pastor. My brother and sister are both serving God. What a legacy.  

3) Because children are dear to God’s heart – Read Mark 10:13-15
Charles Spurgeon said this, “God is most glorified in weak things. If praise shall come out of the mouths of babes and sucklings, then God is greatly honored. If the heavens are telling of his glory, that is something. But if babes are doing it, that is somewhat more. There is more power displayed in the Lord’s raising up the weak things to confound the mighty man than in his using the great things to set forth his majesty.”
Jesus said, “Unless you have the faith of a child, you cannot enter the Kingdom.” Kids are so precious. They are innocent. They’re believing.

It says in other places that children are a “heritage from the Lord.” As parents, you’re children are a heritage—a stewardship. You have them for a little while and its your job to train them in the Lord. 
I look at Grace and I see how dependent and needy and trusting she is of me. I see how she easily learns. 
Kids don’t have the cynicism and anger and their minds haven’t been clouded by the lies of the world. 

Jesus said, “Don’t turn the children away. Reach them.” We need to reach the children of this community. 

Statistics say that 85% of believers were saved between the ages of 4-14. That’s an incredible statistic. 
That’s why I’m a big supporter of our Awana clubs. That’s why I’m a big supporter of our Vacation Bible School Program. That’s why I’m a big supporter of Child Evangelism Fellowship and their Good News Clubs in the schools. 

This is God’s work. If you can get children to believe before they grow cynical and before they are warped by the devil, you can reach them for eternity. 

Closing: I will say this. Passing the torch of faith to the next generation is a delicate thing. And I want to say that the most important part of that is reality. Children must see that the faith their parents profess is not a system or a dogma or a religion or even “going to church.” It has to be a real, vibrant relationship with God. 

Every generation has to choose Christ. We can and should have systems in place—family devotional time and teaching. Modeling in the lives of parents. Ministries in the church and Christian schools and Bible colleges. 

But nothing is automatic. We have this idea that you put a child in at one end and out of the other end comes a perfect, toy-soldier Christian with his Bible. Not true. 
What we must do is to create an environment in our homes where faith is real, not rigid. Where life in Christ is a relationship, not a system. Where we profess our joys and struggles knowing Christ is right there with us. 

4) What You Can Do To Pass the Torch

a. Parents – be intentional about teaching your children the Scriptures and about God. Don’t outsource that to the church. 
b. Grandparents 

i. Be involved in your granchildren’s lives and impart God’s truth to them where you can. 
c. Singles and those who don’t have children

i. Support the work of the church in passing along the faith by being involved in kids programs.
ii. Getting involved with organizations like CEF, who need people to teach Bible Clubs in the Public Schools 
I want to say this. Those of you who are involved in our Awana Clubs and teach Sunday School and do Children’s Church. Did you realize that you’re work with these kids will impact the generations and their lives for eternity? You never know the impact you will have. 
Gospel Close 
