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Intro: 

We’ve come to the fifth and final message in our Resolved series. I’ve reserved this session for last because it may be the hardest area of living the Christian life. 

Evangelism is a subject that makes a lot of people uncomfortable, mostly because it makes uncomfortable to evangelize. Unless you’re a natural evangelist. If that’s the case, then you probably don’t need this message. 

But for the rest of us, well, we all struggle with evangelism. I have to tell you that personally, evangelism is an area I really, really struggle with. 

I do believe I have the gifts of pastor/teacher. I enjoy preaching and teaching. I enjoy building relationships and leading-but there is a part of me that hates to bring up the subject of the gospel. 

Nevertheless, I am reminded of the Great Commission, which was given to everyone. I’m also reminded of Paul’s admonition to Timothy to do the work of an evangelist. I suspect young Timothy, as a pastor, was timid and didn’t particularly feel gifted to share his faith. 

Nevertheless, we’re all called to share our faith. But I think the greatest motivation has to spring from the heart. 

Back to Where We Started From 
So today our study takes us back to the book of John. As you remember, before we were interrupted by Christmas and the New Year, we were knee-deep into an expository study of the book of John. It is a series called, Divine Intervention. 
If you remember back that far, we stopped right in the middle of one of the most incredible stories in all of Scripture. The Woman at the Well. 
It is in this story that our Resolved Series and our Divine Intervention Series thru John collide. It is in this story that we see the heart of our Savior for evangelism and also should discover our heart for evangelism as well. 

A bit of history first. 

Let’s bring you up to speed on this story. Jesus purposely went out of his way to go thru Samaria, a place he shouldn’t’ have gone. The Jews and Samaritans were not on speaking terms. They had a history of animosity which left the Samaritans as the outcasts—they had intermarried with the enemy and so were considered unclean. 

Jewish people went out of their way to avoid Samaria. They took the long highway instead of going thru. 

But Jesus went thru, because there was a woman in need there. So let’s pick up the story. 

7 Keys To the Heart of an Evangelist 
1) Evangelism Pursues The Untouchable (John 4:4) 
John in his text says that Jesus “must needs” to thru Samaria. The word in the Greek is a very strong word. It means binding or behoved. 

Since the Samaritans were hated by the Jews, many of the strict Jews traveling from Judea to Galilee took a route around Samaria (through Perea, east of the Jordan River), even though that route took more time. 

I have to conclude that Jesus went out of his way to go to Samarai, a place Jewish people didn’t go because his love compelled him to go. There was a lost soul there, searching for the truth. And Jesus inconvenienced himself in order to reach her. 

Evangelism isn’t comfortable. Its hard work. Its inconvenience. And sometimes we don’t really want to get out of our little box and our little comfort zones and share Christ with someone in need. 

But God’s love should compel. The Apostle Paul often spoke of his labors and being “spent.” Why? Because, as he told Timothy in 2 Timothy 5:4 “the love of Christ constraints me.” 
God’s love should compel us to move beyond our comfort zone and into the lives of people who need Him. 


That’s why we must embrace those promptings of the Holy Spirit, those uncomfortable urgings by God to go out into the world, into the community and draw others to Jesus Christ. 
2) Evangelism Prevails Upon the Unlovable (John 4:7-10)

This is a remarkable exchange between Jesus and this woman. You must understand the cultural barriers and taboos Jesus crossed in order to reach her. 

Many scholars believe as I do, that this well was actually outside the city—there was a well located much close to her home. But because of her sordid lifestyle, she was the object of gossip and ridicule at the usually watering hole. 

Let’s remember that watering holes were places of gathering and meeting. Think of Starbucks or Panera Bread or places where people gather. 

She undoubtedly had to leave those closer wells because she had to escape the whispering and pointing and laughing. When I think of her, I think of the Brittany Spears or the other sort of mocked target of late-night comedians. This was her. Her life was an absolute mess. 

And she was a woman. 
Jesus had no business talking to her as a hated Samartian, as a woman, and as a sinner. And yet he not only engaged her in conversation. He actually asked her for a drink. 

She marveled, because good Jewish people, rabbi’s especially, didn’t drink from the cup of adulterous Samaritan woman. It would make them unclean. 

And yet he did. I want to stop and make three powerful points: 

1) This is what it means that Jesus became sin for us. He drank of our cup of sin, he bore our sin on the cross and thus identified with sinners. The Bible calls him a “friend of sinners.” This is the heart of the gospel message. 
2) Notice Jesus says, “You wouldn’t have said that if you knew who I was.” In other words, if she knew that he was God, she wouldn’t have said that. Why? Because God, unlike, humans, is not partial, is not prejudice, 
a. In other words, I know people have pointed the finger at you and you’ve been judged and you’re image of God is skewed—but separate all that and consider me, Jesus, who is God. I love you and am offering you living water. 

b. I want to say this to you. Perhaps you’re church experience is marked by judging, anger, finger-pointing, church splits, jealousy. You think people are going to judge you in this church for your past lifestyle. I want to say, “Put all that aside and embrace the One who died to take your sin and offer you living water.” 
3) If Jesus embraced the “untouchables” of his day. If he went out of his way to bring hope to the hopeless—shouldn’t we? Shouldn’t we stop trying to build our little comfortable club here at church and start reaching the lost who need to hear Him? Why is it that most of the relief work around the world is done by Christians? Why is it that most hospitals were founded by Christians? Because Christians are motivated to serve others because Jesus Christ set the example for us. 

3) Evangelism Proclaims The Irresistible (John 4:14-15)

Notice her response. Give this to me. I want it. When you proclaim the heart of the gospel to those who are desperately in need of transformation, it will be irresistible. 

He offered her and he offers us, living water. She would never thirst again. Let’s break this down a bit. 

Every person everywhere has a thirst. Blaise Pascal famously called this a “God-shaped hole” in every man’s life. Every man and woman seeks the answers to life. But they seek in places that don’t fulfill. 

She had been seeking hope in relationships. She cycled thru man after man and continually came up thirsty. 

This is why alcoholics take their next drink. 

This is why drug users inject themselves with drugs.

This is why men and woman seek fulfillment in sexual fantasies. 

This is why people claw and pull themselves into positions of power. 

This is why teenagers act out and engage in dangerous activities. 

Everyone everywhere is thirsty. And yet God designed us in such a way that this thirst can only be satisfied in Him. 

He said to her and he says to people today, “I’m offering eternal satisfaction, eternal peace, eternal joy.” 

Why should we reach our community for Christ in 2009? Because we’re not selling knives or life insurance or copiers. We have the privilege of proclaiming the live-saving, life-giving message of the gospel. Don’t you want to be a part of that? 
4) Evangelism Preaches The Relational (John 4:19-26) 

The last barrier to her coming to faith was her religion. Since the Samaritan people were considered outcasts, they set up their own version of Judaism. They used the Old Testament law as their guide and established a temple in Mt. Gerzaim. The Jewish people hated them for this. 

What she was saying to Jesus is what religious people say today. Well, I’ve already got my religion here. You have your temple on your mountain and I have my temple on our mountain. 

Jesus was telling her, “Its not about religion, its about a relationship. With Me, the Son of God.” 

The Jewish people, they are religious, but they still need to be born again. Remember, Jesus just got finished speaking with Nicodemus, the leader of the Jewish religion. Even he needed to be born again. 

You see, religion often keeps people from Christ, from the source of truth. And Jesus says, forget religion and embrace me, the Son of God. 

I encounter people all the time and they say, “Well I was born into the Catholic church or I was born into the Baptist church or I was born into the Presbyterian church. Or I’m Jewish.” Doesn’t matter. That won’t get you any closer to Christ. You need to be born again. 

Folks, let’s understand that in our engagement with the world, we need to preach the Gospel, not religion, not a set of creeds. 
5) Evangelism Practices the Personal (John 4:28-29; 39-42)
She became the world’s first evangelist—do you realize that? She had no formal training. She didn’t go to seminary or Bible college. She didn’t have time for Sunday School. She had a past that was as checkered a past as anyone in that community. 

And yet she won an entire community to Christ. 
What is the greatest evangelism method? Tell people your story. What was it like when you encountered Christ? What did he do in your life? 

Share that. Your personal transformation is the most powerful witness in the world. 
This entire community was turned upside down by the unlikeliest of persons. 
Two observations here: 
1) She left her waterpot. This was her livelihood. And yet she abandoned what she knew to pursue God’s calling on her life. Some of you are hanging onto your waterpots and yet there is an entire harvest out there waiting to hear the gospel message. It is only when you abandon your own desires that God can release you to impact the world in a way you never imagined. 

2) She left her past. Some of you come into church and think, I can never be used of God in a real way because I’ve got a past that I’m ashamed of. And yet this woman, who came face-to-face with the love of God, turned a community upside down. God can take you, where you are now, and use you to do things you never imagined. 
Now, two quick important evangelism observations here: 

1) Addition – The woman at the well was converted. It is our desire to see people in this community added to the body of Christ thru evangelism. We must do it. 

2) Multiplication – She, having been won, now turned and won others to Christ. The best thing you can do after becoming a Christian is to win others. We believe in multiplication. 

3) Discipleship. – She exposed those she knew to great teaching. Discipleship is an oft-neglected, but essential part of evangelism. Jesus spent three days teaching them. 
a. The Great Commission has two parts: evangelizing and discipling. 

b. This is why we have Bible studies and personal counseling and all of those things. 

c. We don’t just want to add people to the body of Christ. We want to train them in the Scriptures so they can win others. We want to keep multiplying—there is power there. 

6) Evangelism Prioritizes the Eternal 
Now, let’s contrast this woman’s attitude with the perspective of the disciples. They, like most of us Christians, just didn’t get it, did they? In fact, I want to share four important points about their evangelism perspective—because I think their evangelism perspective echoes many, many Christians today: 

1) They let culture dictate. Let’s read John 4:27. The text says that they marveled that Jesus would actually speak to this woman. Notice they didn’t ask Jesus why he did it—they wouldn’t dare ask, because after all, He’s the Son of God. It must be right. This word marvel means, “with admiration” or “amazement.” In other words, “Wow, look at how great Jesus is at reaching people. Isn’t that nice. But I could never talk to a Samaritan woman.” They allowed prejudices of their culture keep them from sharing Christ. Do we do that? 
a. With illegal immigrants? 
b. With homosexuals?
c. Instead of sharing Christ with those who need to hear, we allow our pride and prejudice get in the way. 
2) They valued the petty over the eternal. :Lets’ read John 4:31-33. I’m amazed at this. Here Jesus Christ just led this woman from death to life—and they were worried about lunch! And so it is that we forget our mission, don’t we?
a. We prioritize the petty over the eternal. 
b. We want a church that meets all our needs. We get upset when things change. We get selfish—and all along we’re ignoring the basic needs of people everywhere to come to Christ. 
c. Some of the most unhappy, unsatisfied, complaining church members are those who haven’t tried to win anyone to Christ. 
d. People are dying and going to hell—in this community—and we stay up at night worrying about the potluck or the committee meeting or the color of the paint on the wall. 
3) They missed the forest for the trees – Let’s read John 4:34-38. Jesus gets the disciples back on track here. The most important phrase he says is this: Lift up your eyes. See the harvest. See the opportunity. See the need. 
a. Jesus was telling them that one day (and that day was Pentecost) they would reap a worldwide harvest of souls—and they would reap where Jesus and John the Baptist and the prophets had planted the seeds. He was saying, “Wake up guys, the real meat, the real joy, is seeing millions come to faith.” Don’t miss it! 
b. Sometimes we get so focused on ourselves and our needs and our struggles that we totally forget the purpose of our existence here on this earth. 
c. The church isn’t supposed to be some nice little club where we all come and play games. It is the living, breathing body of Christ—where people must come and find the life-changing truth of the gospel. 
4) They got so caught up in ministry, they forgot their mission. It is interesting that this new convert, fresh off her experience with Christ, had a better worldview than the disciples, who’d been hanging with Jesus for a while now. 
a. Sometimes we get so caught up in Churchworld. We’ve been Christians such a long time, our faith becomes blasé. We stop evangelizing. We stop praying. We stop getting excited. 
b. The disciples had grown stale, old. The church today is full of plenty of people with a good knowledge of the Scriptures, but they are stale. There is no vibrancy and no zeal for God. 
c. Revelation scolds the church for this. It says, “you have left your first love.” Perhaps its time to shake off the doldrums of your Christianity and get back in touch with your first love. 
d. I hear it all the time. God is doing a great work in this church. People are getting saved and all you see are the problems. 
e. If we really believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the Savior of the World, the hope of humanity—then there ought to be such a beating in our chest, a hope, a liveliness. 
f. I don’t want to be a dead church. I want to be a live church. 
i. Do you see that this community—Grayslake, Gurnee, Gages Lake, Wildwood—is teaming with people who don’t know Jesus Christ

1. Who are lost and dying and going to Hell?

2. Who are walking in misery?

3. Are you only focused on the earthly? 

4. We need this vision and we need it badly. 

5. That’s what I’m trying to do here at Gages Lake—we need to be a presence in this community because this community desperately, sorely needs it. 

Closing: Do You See What God Sees? 
Looking Through His Eyes by Mike Otto
Let me see this world, dear Lord, as though, I were looking through your eyes,
A world of men who don't want you, Lord, but a world for which you died,
Let me kneel with you in the Garden, blur my eyes with tears of agony, 
For if once, I could see this world the way you see, I just know, I'd serve you more faithfully.
Let me see this world, dear Lord, through your eyes when men mocked your Holy Name.
When they beat You and spat upon You, Lord, 
Let me love them as you loved them just the same.
Let me stand high above my petty problems, and grieve for men, hell-bound eternally
For is once I could see this world the way You see, I just know I'd serve you more faithfully.
