Committed to Generous Giving 
Intro 1: 

Today we begin part three of our 5-part series, Resolved. I trust you have your laminated cards with you to remind you of the commitments we as a church are making for 2009 and beyond. 

Intro 2: Joke 

A woman took her two small boys and a daughter to see Peter Pan at the matinee one Saturday afternoon. The tickets were two dollars and fifty cents each. The young daughter watched as the mother pushed ten one dollar bills under the window and received four tickets.

The next day the same mother and daughter were at church. When the collection was taken the child saw her mother open her purse, take out a quarter, and put it in the plate as it passed them.

The little girl looked up at her mother and in a clear stage whisper which everyone around could hear said, "Mother, church is a lot cheaper than a movie, isn't it?"

Intro 3: 

Three factors weighed heavily on my mind as I contemplated today’s message. Factors that argue against preaching a message on giving. 

· We’re in a recession so people don’t want to hear another message on giving. 

· People hate going to church and being asked to give. I’ve talked to many, many people who came to church for the first time and were burned by an angry, guilt-ridden message on giving. 
· We are by and large a very generous church. I’ve seen the way you sacrificially give toward missions, to the church, and to special projects. I’m heartened by that and they great tradition here of giving. It is one of the reasons I came to this church as your pastor. 
Nevertheless, we all need to be challenged to give. It is a good time, at the beginning of the year, to assess our hearts and our attitudes toward giving. I read recently that 14% of evangelicals tithe their money to church (2003).  I’ve have no doubt that if this poll were taken in this church, the numbers would be astronomically higher. 

That’s why my approach today is going to be based not on guilt, but on grace. I want us to be grace-givers. 
The goal of my message today—I’m going to give it away: God’s words, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” Only givers experience the fullness of God’s rich blessings.
 I want you to experience the fullness and richness of all that God has to offer you.
To that end, I want to share four reasons why Christians should be generous givers. 
1) We Give Because there is a Scriptural Model of Giving

Now, I want to run through a basic theology of giving. There is a lot of confusion and disagreement today on the tithe. Is tithing for today? Should we tithe? What does the Bible say? 

Many feel that the practice of tithing was something reserved only under the New Testament Law. 

Let’s first begin with the word “tithe.” It is a Hebrew word that means “ten percent.” A tithe is one percent of anything. In the Old Testament, a tithe was more than about money. 

If you had ten cows, you gave one out of ten to God. If you had ten chickens, you gave one of ten to God. To tithe your income is to give one-tenth of your money to God. 


A Man Named Melchizidek
Now that we understand what a tithe is, let’s go to the Old Testament and meet an interesting man named Melchizidek. Now I can see heads nodding. Don’t lose me here, it gets better. I don’t want you going home and telling your family, “I lost the preacher when he got to Melchizidek.” 
In Genesis 14, we read about Abraham. He was a wealthy man. He had gone to war against the neighbouring kings and had won. With that victory came the spoils. Slaves taken, food gathered. Gold plundered. Cattle taken. Grain, wine oil. 

On his way back home, Abraham met up with Melchizidek. This guy was a high priest of the Most High God who blessed Abraham. This guy is a bit mysterious and there are questions as to who he was. Was he a type of Christ? Was He an appearance of Christ, a theophany? Good Bible scholars disagree.

That’s not important. What is important is that Abraham felt it important to give Melchizidek ten percent of his spoils from war. Verse 20 says he gave a tenth or tithe—same word—of everything. 
Let’s stop and think about this. 
This was before Moses. 

This was before the law.

There were no angels that came from God telling Abraham to give ten percent.

This was a completely voluntary action on Abraham’s part. Why did he do this? Abraham is 1) acknowledging that his victory was done because God allowed it to happen. And 2) that he should acknowledge that in his giving. 

Its significant that this ten percent or tithe was given way before the law was established. 

Giving in the Mosaic Law 

Let’s jump ahead 400 years now and review the Old Testament law. Leviticus 27:30-34. I won’t read it all to you, but to say that it commanded the Israelites to give a tenth of everything they had. 
This wasn’t a voluntary exercise. It was commanded in the law. And it was to encompass all of man’s material possessions. Not just his money, but  his livestock, his sheep, his wine, his oil, his grain, and his fruit. They were to give one out of every ten cattle. And they were to give the best ones, not the sickly, the week, the lame. 

God wanted everything. He was to be first. It was a way of reminding them who they served. 

A Dying Man’s Challenge 

Let’s fast forward some more. Moses is about to die. The children of Israel are on the banks of the Jordan River. 40 years have gone by. 

Moses is reminding them of the law. He is encouraging the next generation to be faithful to God. Read what this dying man includes in his farewell speech about giving in Deuteronomy 14:22-23:

Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase of thy seed, that the field bringeth forth year by year. And thou shalt eat before the LORD thy God, in the place which he shall choose to place his name there, the tithe of thy corn, of thy wine, and of thine oil, and the firstlings of thy herds and of thy flocks; that thou mayest learn to fear the LORD thy God always. Deuteronomy 14:22-23 (KJV)

Why did they tithe? Not because God needed their money. So they would always be reminded to put God first in their life. We need that reminder today. See a principle of setting aside a percentage of your money every month, regardless of your situation, reminds you’re heart that God is in charge. 

Many Christians have not learned this principle. They take everything out first, the mortage, the car payment, the insurance, the cable bill. God gets the rest, the scraps. 

Ray Pritchard says this, “God not only watches what you give, but when you give it.” 
The Malachi Challenge

Okay, let’s fast forward like 1,000 years. The children of Israel are coming back and settling Jerusalem after a 70-year captivity. God’s people are being disobedient in their giving. They are not obeying the tithe. Let’s hear the harsh words of this prophet: 

8 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. 9 Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. 10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. 11 And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts. 12 And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the LORD of hosts. Malachi 3:8-12 (KJV) 
God’s people were being greedy with God. They were robbing from him. As a result, God was withholding blessings from their lives. Now we’re going to develop this passage a bit further as we go, but I wanted you to see that tithing is not just a part of the law, it is a biblical model and pattern in the Old Testament. 

Putting all of this together we see three great purposes in the tithe in the Old Testament. 

· To glorify God by recognizing Him as the source of all human blessing. 

· To teach us to put God first in our lives. 

· To insure that God’s work is fully funded. 

Giving in the New Testament 
Okay, so you say, great, that’s the Old Testament. We’re not under the law, we’re under grace now. Why should we give. 

We’ll, I’ll say to you that the pattern of giving is continued in New Testament theology. 
Turn in your copy of the Scriptures to 1 Corinthians 16:1-2. 

1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. 2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come. 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 (KJV) 
Three important principles at work here: 

1) Give regularly “Upon the first day of the week” 

2) Give personally “every one of you.”

3) Give proportionally “As God hath prospered him. 

Does it say anywhere in the new testament that we should give ten percent of our money? No, not at all, but let me make a few important points: 

1) The New and Old Testaments are not in contradiction when it comes to giving. Giving is always encouraged. 

2) Ten percent is not the issue in the New Testament, but that doesn’t mean we should give less. It means we should probably give more. Some who are greatly blessed should give 25%. I know some wealthy Christians who give 50%. 

3) Grace always exceeds the law. If they were required to give ten percent under the law, shouldn’t’ that be a baseline, a standard? Fred Smith said that for some rich Christians ten percent is an excuse not to give more. 

4) One of out every six verses in the NT refers to giving. 

5) 16 out of 38 parables of Jesus refer to giving. 

In the Old Testament we have a command. In the New Testament, it becomes a model, a baseline, a standard to start from. And from Abraham we learn that ten percent is a good starting point—independent from the law. 
Paul seems to be saying in Corinthians, “Now that you’re not under the law, you’re free to give more.” 
2) We Give Because We’ve Been Given a Lot – Grace Giving 
Okay, our second point. We give because we’ve been given a lot. Luke 12:38 says this, “To whom much is given, much is required.” Fitting with Paul’s law of proportional giving—the more God gives us, the more we should give. 

I remember coming home from a missions trip in India. I saw images there that I will never forget. Little children on the street begging. People living in mud huts with grass roofs. Families happy to have a bowl of rice every night. 

I saw believers contented, happy, and sacrificial in their giving. It made me sick to my stomach to think of how wealthy and spoiled we are as Americans. 

I remember flying back home and feeling a deep sense of guilt. Why was I born here in the U.S. when other children were born into poverty and war? Why was I given so much? It’s not fair. 

But then I realized that “to whom much is given, much is required.” I firmly believe that God has given us as American Christians so much—for one singular reason. 

I’ve lived my life that way. Not perfectly. But I want to use what God has given me to make a difference in this world, not just to enrich myself. 

We are to use what we’ve been given in order to share it with others. More specifically, we’ve been blessed financially so we can help spread the gospel and build the kingdom. 

The truth is this. Every believer everywhere has been given a priceless gift of salvation. And so you can’t outgive God. No matter how much you give of your time and your money and your energy, God will have always given infinitely more by giving His Son, Jesus Christ for your sin. 

That’s the baseline, folks. That’s the benchmark. That’s the reason we give. So piddling and arguing and trying to justify not at least giving 10 percent pails in comparison. 

I like what the late Larry Burkett said. He said there were two dangerous extremes when it comes to tithing and giving. 

One is to give a strict 10% and use that as an excuse not to give more. 

Another is to use the lack of a standard of ten percent as an excuse to give almost nothing while we selfishly hoard the rest. 

Burkett said this also, “As best as I can tell, God never asked less than ten percent from anyone. But if that bothers you, I see no problem with giving 20%.” 
I want to say this. 2 Corinthians 9:7 says that God loves a cheerful or hilarious giver. I personally believe that ten percent is the best and only starting point, but you have to search your heart and see what God tells you to do. He may tell you to give more. 

3) We Give Because Giving Opens UP the Storehouse of Heaven

Let’s go back to Malachai. 
10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. 11 And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts. 12 And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the LORD of hosts. Malachi 3:10-12 
Let’s parallel that with a passage in the New Testament in 1 Cor 9:6-11:

6 But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. 7 Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: 9 (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever. 10 Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;) 11 Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God. 2 Corinthians 9:6-11 (KJV) 
There is a beautiful symmetry between the Old and New Testaments. It shows me that God is unchanging, especially when it comes to His purpose in our giving. I want to bring out three powerful benefits to giving: 

1) We put God to the test and increase our faith. God is challenging us. He is saying, try me. Put me to the test. See if I will provide your needs if you give me the first part of everything you make. Remember that its faith that pleases God the most. 
a. God is saying, “When that paycheck comes in, give me the first part of it. and see if I will take care of your needs.” 
b. Angela and I have tithed all thru our marriage. We tithed in the good times and the bad. And God has never failed us once.
c. Some of you don’t have the faith to tithe. You’ll never put God to the test. 
2) We gain wisdom on our financial decisions. In Malachai he is saying, “I will keep the devourer at bay. He won’t eat at your finances.” I think this is referring to temptations of greed, envy, lust that threaten us on all sides.” When we put God first in our finances, we carry that thru to every other financial decision. Tithing and beyond puts us in a mature spiritual framework to make good financial decisions. 
a. When I counsel people in financial crisis, I always say, “Are you tithing?” Invariably they say “No”, rather sheepishly. 
b. If you’re not putting God first in your finances, how are you going to have wisdom in other areas? 
3) We open up the gushers of Heaven. Malachi says “if you give, you won’t be able to contain the blessings.” Paul says, “You will be enriched in all bountifulness.” 
a. I’ve seen this first hand in my own life. The blessings God has given me are too numerous to count. 
b. Now, this doesn’t mean that God will necessarily make you rich. Because that is not promised. But he will bless your life.
c. Part of those blessings are having the wisdom to avoid financial traps that can ruin you and your family. Peace of mind in your financial affairs. 
These passages seem to indicate that there is a cheerfulness in giving. There is a joy in giving. It’s a delight and privilege to give. There is a wonderful freedom. 


It also tells me that the proportion of our blessings are proportional to our giving. In other words, test God. See how much He’ll give back to you if you give to Him. Try him. 

4) WE Give, Because It Establishes Priorities

We have already established that a man reason for giving, as laid out in Scripture, is to remind us of our priorities. But I want to dig a little deeper into this. I have three important points that help us today: 

1) If You Put God First, then Your Giving Will Be Recession Proof
a. Let me read some fresh statistics from George Barna: “During the past three months, one of the ways that adults have adjusted to their financial hardships has been by reducing their charitable giving. In total, one out of every five households (20%) has decreased its giving to churches or other religious centers. 
b. The degree of reduction in giving is significant for churches. Among people who have decreased giving to churches and religious centers, 19% dropped their giving by as much as 20%, 5% decreased their generosity by 21% to 49%, 17% reduced their giving by half, and 11% sliced their provision by more than half. In addition, 22% said they had stopped their giving altogether. “
c. Now let me share a story: 
d. On his tenth birthday, a sensitive boy received 10 shiny silver dollars from a thoughtful uncle. The child was very appreciative. He immediately sat down on the floor and spread the coins before him. Then he began to plan how to use the money. He set aside the first dollar saying, "This one is for Jesus." He then went on to decide what to do with the second, and so on until he came to the last dollar. "This one is for Jesus," he said. The boy's mother interrupted, "But I thought you gave the first dollar to Jesus." "I did," the boy replied. "The first one really belongs to Him, but this one is a gift to Him from me." 

e. Do we have the attitude that ten percent belongs to Him no matter what? If so, then you’ll always give, regardless of your circumstances. 
f. Many of the churches Paul wrote to were poor and yet He asked them to give. 
2) If You Give When You’re Poor, You’ll Give When You’re Rich

a. Let me share another story: 

i. "Yes, I tithe," said John D. Rockefeller, Sr., "and I would like to tell you how it all came about. I had to begin work as a small boy to help support my mother. My first wages amounted to $1.50 per week. The first week after I went to work, I took the $1.50 home to my mother, and she held the money in her lap and explained to me that she would be happy if I would give a tenth to the Lord. "I did, and from that week until this day I have tithed every dollar God has entrusted to me. And I want to say, if I had not tithed the first dollar I made I would not have tithed the first million dollars I made. Train the children to tithe, and they will grow up to be faithful stewards of the Lord."

ii. People always say, “If I get rich, I’m going to really give to God.” But if you don’t give now, you’ll never, ever give when you’re rich. You’ll just find better ways to spend it. 

3) If you wait until you’re finances are in order to tithe, you’ll never end up tithing. You might say, “Okay, Pastor, I’ll wait until I get out of debt and then I’ll tithe.” Do you want to really see God work and help you thru your crisis? Start giving now, before you get straightened out. Then watch God open the doors of Heaven and let him wash his blessings over your life. I’ll bet that you’ll get out of crisis much faster.  

A small part of this point is this. We’re told by Jesus in Matthew that where our treasure is—there is our heart. In other words, our wallet is a good gauge of our hearts. It shows what we care about. Do we care about the kingdom and God’s work advancing in this community? The churches in the New Testament gave sacrificially so that other churches could be established, so that the work of God would continue. 

Do we care about the gospel in this community? 
Do we care about the condition of his church so that people will come and find it a great place to worship and find God?

Do we care about our missionaries overseas spreading the gospel?
I want you look again at 2 Corinthians 9. Let’s read verse 12-13. I’m going to read from the English Standard Version, because I like how it reads: 

12 For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. 13 By their approval of this service, they will glorify God because of your submission flowing from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for them and for all others, 14 while they long for you and pray for you, because of the surpassing grace of God upon you. 
15 Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift! 2 Corinthians 9:12-15 (ESV) 
Paul is saying here: when you give, you’re not only seeing that the physical needs of the church are taken care of--you’re giving an unbelievable testimony to your faith. You’re telling people just how invested you are and because of your giving, God will be glorified and thanked. People will get saved. The Kingdom will be enlarged. 
Let’s turn that around. If people could see your bankbook, would it tell them that you’re a Christian?

Closing: 

Let me offer a suggestion. Perhaps you’ve not committed to the tithe. I want to challenge to you begin somewhere. 

· Begin at a percentage—say 7,8,9% and work up to 10% and then shoot right past it. Challenge God and see what it will do to your faith. See if God will bless. Put him to the test. 

Winston Churchill said this: We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give. Dear friends, what is your life about? Is it about giving or is it about taking? 
You can’t take anything with you to Heaven, you can only send it on ahead. 
