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Intro: 

We’re continuing our series through the Gospel of John and today we’re looking again at a powerful chapter in John’s narrative and likely one of the most important chapters in all of the gospels, if not all of the Scriptures. 

Here we have the well-known story of Jesus’ raising of Lazarus from the dead. We know from John’s testimony that he only recorded a few of Jesus’ miracles, “seven signs” that point to Jesus as the Son of God and that through these signs we might believe on His name (John 20:30-31). 

Last week we looked at Jesus immediate reaction to the tragedy of Lazarus death. For this family, a family that was known in Bethany for faith and faithfulness to Jesus and a family that was very personally close to Him. On the surface, it seems Jesus was detached and uncaring, that he waited two days. 
But we discovered that Jesus purpose in waiting was to build up the faith of the disciples and to set the stage for a dramatic miracle that would be the final miracle to bring others to faith in Him as Messiah. Many believed that day. 

We know from Jesus’ statements that He knew Lazarus was dead before anyone else. 

What we discovered was a call to a unhindered faith, a life lived wide open. Jesus shared with them the real meaning of death—that its merely a doorway into the eternal and that living this way, with this kind of faith, allows us to go where it may be dangerous. The disciples were wary of going back to Judea because they could easily be killed. Jesus was a marked man at this time. 

We ended by seeing Thomas honest, but courageous statement. He said to the others, “Let’s go die with Jesus.” And it’s a call to us. Are we willing to “go die with Jesus?” That is really living. 

This miracle occurs while Jesus had ended his public ministry. He had stopped preaching to the nation. It was his last miracle before the Cross. 

It is interesting that John devotes half of his book to the first three years of Jesus life and the one half of his book to the weeks surrounding Jesus’ death and resurrection. In fact, if you did a study of the gospels, you’ll find a large majority of their work covered the events of the crucifixion and resurrection. This tells me that the Gospel—the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus must always be central to our preaching. Evangelicals today like to talk a lot about living  like Jesus—and that’s important, but there is a reason the gospel writers used more ink on Jesus death and resurrection. 

A Funeral 

So our text today takes us to the home of Mary and Martha, a place that a few months ago was festive, as Jesus visited. Famously Martha was rebuked her emphasis on the details and Mary was commended for her faith. Both of these women, however, were women of great faith in Jesus. 

This time, however the setting is different. It’s a funeral of their beloved brother Lazarus. Preachers have often said that Jesus is not exactly the model for how to conduct a funeral, because He was in the habit of breaking them up by raising the dead. 

Now this wasn’t the first time Jesus “unburied” a person. If you recall there were two other instances of him raising the dead. There was the young daughter of Jairus, the Roman Centurian, recorded by Matthew, Mark, and Luke and there is the healing of the widow’s son, recorded by Luke. 
Background of the Miracle

Most of us have heard this story preached countless times, but I think its helpful to step back a bit into the customs of the day to find the significance of what exactly Jesus did here. 

The Jewish people believed, very strongly, that after someone died, their spirit hovered over them three days. So if there was a window of opportunity for healing or restoration to life, then it would have to come in those three days. 

Now I don’t think Mary and Martha subscribed to this, though as we see Martha’s reaction, perhaps she fell back on this tradition. 

When Jesus arrived, it was the fourth day of the funeral. When Lazarus died, as is custom, the women wrapped his body in white linens and then prepared the body with spices and ointments. Then they would lead a process to the burial place. The women would lead the process, because it was believe that since Eve ate the fruit, women caused sin and death. 

Then at that day there would be speeches from loved ones. The next several days would be spent in mourning at the loved one’s home. 

When Jesus arrived, it was at the height of their mourning. The body was beginning to decay. Hope was gone. Hope was lost. The Jewish people who came near to mourn with them were mourning loudly. The way they mourned in those days was a loud wailing. And everyone engaged in it. 

In their homes, they would set aside the furniture and sit on the ground and eat their food in silence. 

Jesus often arrives when hope is all gone. When we’re at the end of our ropes and there is no physical and human way for us to get to the next step. This is when Jesus enters our world and performs the miraculous. 

The Jesus in the Miracle

What is so wonderful about John 11 is not the miracle, its not even the results, but it is what tells us about our Jesus, our Savior. Who is this Man we worship? 

I want you to see five powerful sides of Jesus in this miracle as we look again at the character of the Jesus we follow. In each case we see Jesus who meets people where they are in their need. 

1) The Truth of Jesus – Martha Needed Confirmation
Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met him: but Mary sat still in the house. 
Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. 
But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee. 
John 11:20-22 (KJV) 
It is interesting the way that different people process grief. Even though Mary and Martha were sisters and were united in their faith and their devotion to Christ, they were vastly different personalities. 

And, I might add, each was different because God made them that way. God in his sovereign will created Martha a doer and Mary more contemplative. Each had their gifts and each glorified God by their faith. 

I might expect Martha to come running out. I’m not sure how she heard, but she got word first that Jesus was there. She is like the female Peter, impulsive, a woman of action and faith. She was grieving, but it was an active grief that couldn’t just sit around in a house of mourners. She had to get up and make something happen, even if there was nothing to make happen. 

Theologians are divided on Martha’s statement. Some want to say that she really didn’t have that great of faith, but I disagree. I think Martha had bold faith. She said if you weren’t here, my brother would not have died. 

Now this is incomplete faith, we know. Because if Jesus is truly God, He wouldn’t have to be there to heal Lazarus. But Martha always found comfort in Jesus’ presence. And so do we. Theologically we know Jesus can heal and can do anything, but practically we often wonder if he is really there in our trials. If he really has power over our situation. 

Then she affirms that whatever Jesus asks of the Father, He can get. Again, this is incomplete faith, because if Jesus is truly God, He has all power over Heaven and Earth. He said this before. But again, Martha in her grief was looking at life from a horizontal perspective. If only Jesus had been here, he could have asked the Father to raise Lazarus. 
I also think Jesus purpose in this healing to raise Mary and Martha’s faith to another level. You see, nobody had ever died in Jesus’ presence, so they knew Jesus could heal someone. And even the Jewish people in verse 37 affirmed that Jesus could have healed this man. They’d seen that done. But to resurrect was another level. It gave Jesus not only power over sickness, but power over death. 

But let’s look at Jesus answer. He knew exactly what Mary needed. 

Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again. 
Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day. 
Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: 
And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this? 
She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world. 
John 11:23-27 (KJV) 
Mary, in her grief, needed confirmation. Confirmation that Jesus was who He said He was and that He was in control of the situation. He whispered to her, “They brother shall rise again.” 

The word “again” isn’t in the original. So he said, “Your brother will rise.” But Martha’s response was interesting. She says, “I know he’ll rise on the last day.” You see, Jewish people believed in the REssurrection on the last day. They were fuzzy on the details, but they believed this. Plus, I believe Martha believed Jesus was the Christ here. 

But Jesus said, essentially, “That’s great. You believe in the theology of resurrection, but that power is available to you know.” And then he makes his great  “I Am” statement, this sixth of eight statements in the Scriptures. It’s a powerful statement. 
Jesus is the resurrection and the life. Not only does Jesus have the power to Resurrect—He is the Resurrection. And He’s the life. Other places he says that He is the truth. You see, Jesus is the embodiment of these truths. 

In other words, Jesus didn’t just possess some supernatural powers. He is God and is the source of that power. And He is life. 

What Martha needed in her grief and what we need, at the lowest moment, is confirmation that Jesus is Who He says He IS. Jesus said that the truth sets you free. Who is that truth? Jesus.

In your darkest moments, what brings light and clarity and hope to your life is Jesus Himself. Do like Martha. Run to Jesus with your problems. This is why we pray, not so God changes, but so that our hearts are filled with the truth of Who Jesus is. The truth will set you free. 
In every situation, in every high and low moment, the most important truth you need is I am the Ressurrection and the Life – That is the confirmation you need in your darkest hour. Jesus is the Truth who sets you free.

And there is powerful truth here. This is a wonderful short statement of Jesus and the Ressurrection. Those who died in Christ will be raised again at the Rapture. And those who live when He comes will rise again. Jesus is the Resurrection. 

Another key thought for you and for me is this. Martha understood the theology of who Jesus was. She made a great statement of faith about Jesus being the Christ. It’s a statement as powerful as Peter’s statement of Jesus as the Christ. 

But often while we believe Jesus can save our souls and bring us to Heaven, we forget that Jesus’ power is available now, here, for our present situation. My pastor used to often say, “You believe Jesus can get you to Heaven, but you don’t think He can provide a hamburger.” 

2) The Compassion of Jesus – Mary Needed Consolation
Next we see Jesus’ reaction to Mary. John tells us: 

As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly, and came unto him. 
Now Jesus was not yet come into the town, but was in that place where Martha met him. 
The Jews then which were with her in the house, and comforted her, when they saw Mary, that she rose up hastily and went out, followed her, saying, She goeth unto the grave to weep there. 
Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. 
John 11:29-32 (KJV) 
Its interesting the two reactions of the two sisters. Martha ran to Jesus. She blurted out her questions and Jesus offered truth in response. Mary was different. And while she uttered the same words as Mary, there is a difference in her tone. 

Merrill Tenney, in his excellent commentary, John, The Gospel of Belief, says that in the Greek, the emphasis in each sister’s comments are different. Martha put the emphasis on “my” brother. She was upset because she lost something of value. 

But Mary put the emphasis on my brother. She was hurt and crushed that Jesus would allow someone so close to her to die. I think this explains why she remained in the home. It says she sat in her home. I imagine she sat there for four days, mourning. In the Jewish culture of the day, sitting was a common posture for mourning. 

I imagine she came out, broken, despondent, hurt, crushed. As was custom, she probably hadn’t groomed or bathed in days. While Martha probably buried her grief and set about being the host, Mary was a basket base. 
But Mary knew where to take her sorrow. To the feet of Jesus. Interestingly, we find Mary three times in the Gospels and each time she is at the feet of Jesus. First to learn of Him. Second to bring her sorrows. Third to worship him and prepare him for burial. 

Mary symbolizes our journey. We hear God. He gives us our cross, our trial and we bow at his feet and worship Him. Worship Him in our deepest trials. Then we’re empowered to serve him. 
The Bible never says that grief is wrong. In fact, grief is good. It’s a way for the heart to cleanse itself. Experts say that its our bodies way of healing. I believe that. And everyone processes it differently, but all of us as believers have one place to take it. 

The feet of Jesus. Peter says that we should cast your care upon Him. He cares for you. 
I remember a few months back when I was grieving over the loss of a friend and also experiencing a tough, tough trial. I’m a Martha type. I don’t express grief. I just get mad and internalize it. But one day, the springs opened up. I heard a song by Chris Rice “Come to Jesus.” I began crying and just laid out my grief before the Lord. 

2) The Justice of Jesus – The World Needs a Savior Who Hates Sin
Now we see Jesus’ reaction. 

When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled, 
John 11:33 (KJV) 
If you examine the Greek text, the word for “troubled” is actually a word that denotes great anger. The ancient Greek word is used to describe a horse snorting. E.V. Riev translates it to say, “He gave way to such distress of spirit that his body began to tremble.” 

It also speaks of great indignation and anger. So you put it together and Jesus looks around at the weeping and his body literally convulses in anger. Why? 

Why was Jesus upset? I believe he was upset at the effects of Sin. Here is the Creator of the World, beholding the very ravages of death, the end result of sin, the work of the Enemy. And he was angry. He was mad. 

You see, Jesus doesn’t just dismiss sin. Jesus hates sin. But he hates the effect of it. When he looks out at this world, it angers him, because he sees the effects. He saw his own friends weeping at death and loss. 

James tells us that when sin conceives, it brings forth death. This was exactly what Jesus came to defeat. He came to defeat death and sin. 

We too should hate sin. We should be appalled and disgusted and angery at its effects. Jesus is a Jesus of justice. Injustice pricked his heart and conscience. It was the work of the enemy. 

And so should we. As believers, when we see injustice, we shouldn’t be passive. WE should be angry and upset. Because Jesus was. 

HE was angry at Satan, angry at the effect of sin. Death has a terrible stench and even though we know Jesus will cause believers to rise again, still death is awful.

Sin is no picnic. It is awful. We must hate sin. Not sinners, but sin and its awful effect. It’s okay to be mad at Satan. Don’t challenge him. Don’t provoke him. But you can be mad at him all you want and you can hate sin all you want. We need, in our churches and our lives a holy hatred for sin at all levels. 

Interestingly, this word for “troubled” is the same word used in John 13, when Jesus was troubled by the betrayal of Judas and yet the same word used in John 14, when Jesus told his disciples, “Let not your heart be troubled.” 

Think of the power of this. Jesus took the trouble for sin so we don’t have to. Our hearts don’t have to be troubled like Jesus’ because He defeated sin and death. 

3) The Humanity of Jesus – Both Needed a Savior Who Feels 
And said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto him, Lord, come and see. 
Jesus wept. 
Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him! 
John 11:34-36 (KJV) 
This is the second shortest verse in the Bible—and yet it may be the most powerful. Just consider those two words for a moment, “Jesus wept.”

Repeat them after me, “Jesus wept.” If you memorize any verse in the Bible, memorize this one first. Because it tells all you need to know about God. My friend Rich McCarrell said this, “We have a God with tear ducts.” 

The Greek culture to which John was writing had no provision for a God who weeps. Their gods were not emotional. They were angry and had to be appeased. 
Rod Matton writes, in his book, Treasures from John, “The fact that God would cry was mind boggling to the Greeks. To the Greeks, God was apatheia which means He had total inability to feel any emotion at all. They believed to feel sorrow, joy, gladness, or grief means a person can have an effect upon you. They felt that no one could affect or have power over God, so they felt that God was incapable of feeling. They believed He was passionless and without compassion. Not so! Jesus proved to be the opposite of this belief. This is one of the reasons He came to earth so man could see God in the flesh and His love for mankind.

This week one of my friends, one of my closest and dearest friends in all the world lost their baby. It ripped me to pieces and I know rips them. And here I can tell them that in their grief, Jesus weeps. He weeps with them and for them. 

I picture Jesus hear, when he saw the tomb, when he saw the friends in sorrow, first he was moved in anger at the enemy for causing death, but then he weeps. Big, tears rolling down his face. 

How does Jesus feel at funerals? Even though He is the Resurrection and the Life, Jesus weeps. 

How does Jesus feel when you go through your darkest hour? Jesus weeps. How does Jesus feel when you lose a loved one? Jesus weeps. 

He weeps when you get a cancer diagnosis. He weeps when a marriage is broken. He weeps when sin overtakes you. He weeps when your children die and when your parents pass away and when you lose your job. He weeps. 

Jesus is God. God has personality. He gets angry. He smiles. He loves. HE feels. But most of all, Jesus weeps. I love what R. Kent Hughes writes: 
We have a great God and Savior who loves us, who delays and stays away, who allows us to go through ultimate extremity, and then he comes and enters into our sorrow. He enters the sorrow that he could have prevented in such a way that he gasps, his whole body shudders, and he begins to weep. That is the perspective Christ wants us to have. If you are hurting, he wants you to know that he weeps with you. Jesus is not a stoic, impassible God. 

This word actually means that tears ran down Jesus face. Jesus enters our grief and enters our sorrow. Hebrews says we don’t have a God who isn’t “touched by the feeling of our infirmities.” So next time you’re crying and you’re grieving, know the Father and the Son have tears running, streaking down their faces. 
Now a few thoughts on this: 

Jesus weeping was not like the hopeless mourning of the Jews. You see the Jews –all they could offer was mourning, but Jesus could offer hope of resurrection. Paul said that we don’t sorrow like others who have no hope. We cry and mourn at funerals of believers, but we have a deep-down hope that one day we’ll see them rise again in the last day. 

I’ve been to funerals of believers and to funerals of the lost. There is no comparison. 

Jesus was angry at sin and the enemy and angry at the effects of sin, but wept at the victims of sin. I never saw this before today. When we sin, Jesus gets angry at the enemy, but he weeps with us at the results of sin. He loves the sinner, but hates the sin. 

We must model that balance. We must be moved and angry at sin, but we must weep with those who suffer the effects of sin. We must weep when innocents die. We must weep when newborn babies are slaughtered, but we must direct our anger at sin. 

· We must hate homosexuality, but love the homosexual.

· We must hate murder, but love the murderer. 

· We must hate promiscuity, but love the promiscouous. 
· We must hate atheism, but love the atheist. 

I hear Christian people say they hate the President or hate Congress. But we must love them, even if we despise their policies. 

We have a tendency to hate sinners. We hate prostitutes and murderers and dictators and politicians. But we ought to hate their sin and have compassion, to love them and weep over their sin. 

When you’re children sin, don’t hate them, weep with them. When your spouse sins, don’t hate him or her, weep with them. When you see a drunk or a derelict or someone, don’t hate them, love them. 

4) The Power of Jesus – The Dead Needs The Power of New Life
Now we get to the miracle and I want you to open your Bibles, follow along with me as I read. This is one of the most powerful stories in the Bible. If you read this and it doesn’t charge up your faith, there is something wrong with you. 

Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it. Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days. Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God? Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me. And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go. John 11:38-44 (KJV) 
Now there are several things about this miracle that are worthy of considering. First, notice that there were several things Jesus could have done, but had people do. 
He asked where the body was—even though he knew where it was. 

He asked them to move the stone, though he could have had that stone moved. 

He asked them to remove the grave clothes, though he could have had those fall off of Lazarus. 

I think there are two important reasons here and two lessons for us. First, you know that Jesus first priority was the glory of the Father in revealing the divinity of the Son. And so I believe Jesus had humans physically participate, if you will, in the miracle, so they could testify of its authenticity. 

If Lazarus magically appears—a lot of people could say that he wasn’t really dead at all. But nobody could dispute this miracle. And Later even Jesus’ enemies testified to the authenticity of it.

I imagine one person saying, “I saw Jesus move toward that grave, I pointed out where Lazarus was, because I was one of the ones who buried him.” 

I imagine another saying, “I was one of the guys who moved that heavy stone off of the mausoleum, where 7-8 other bodies were dug into this cave. I saw Lazarus dead body there. 

And I imagine another saying, “Yeah and I was there to rip off the grave clothe as Lazarus squirmed to get out.”

Jesus presented this miracle before the eyes of these Jewish people, many who needed this miracle to believe on Him—He presented it with crystal clear evidence. 

I also think this is a symbol of the partnership between Jesus and us. Jesus don’t do anything for us that we can’ t do for ourselves. We are empowered to work by the Holy Spirit, but we still work. We still get up in the morning and work and labor and we still plan and sweat and build. 
God empowered and equipped his created beings to be able to bury a body, to lift a stone, to tear off grave clothes. But the one thing no mere man could do was give life to a dead soul. Only Jesus, the Resurrection and life can do that. 

So often I hear Christians whine and complain about Jesus not doing anything in their lives—but are you doing what God has called you to do? If you’re out of work, are you applying for jobs? If you feel like you’re not growing spiritually, are you taking biblical steps to get there like reading and studying? You can’t sit on the couch and expect God to just hand you your life. You must go after it. 

Also, we know from Phillippians 2, we read that Jesus, while losing none of his glory and power and divinity, emptied himself of the power to use his power to advance fleshly pursuits. In other words, Jesus didn’t make stones to bread, because he was hungry. Jesus didn’t use his power flippantly. He experienced everything as a man. 

Also, look how quickly Martha loses faith. She had made a powerful affirmation of Jesus as being the Christ. She understood that God would raise Lazarus on the last day. She even believed that the presence of Jesus would have prevented Lazarus death. And yet here she rebukes Jesus for opening the tomb. 

Now, before we get too tough on Martha, she had considerations. In those days, they didn’t have the embalming fluids and stuff, so her concern that it would stink was valid. I’ve never been around decomposing flesh, but I know some who have and its one of the worst, most putrid smells in the world. 

I recently watched Anderson Cooper on CNN, live from Haiti. And he was touring a mass grave, where bodies were just thrown and dirt was thrown on top. He said the smell was unlike anything he’s ever encountered. 

Bodies back then were buried in caves. Imagine the dank, humid cave and then you open that grave up and imagine the smell! Martha was concerned about this. 

Also consider this. Jewish custom was to respect bodies. To open that up was to disrespect the dead. Now I’m not sure how exactly they bodies were arranged in this particular mauselum. I imagine you open a stone and then you open each grave. 

So I’m thinking Jesus approached the grave and then had them open Lazarus’s stone. But Martha is thinking. Jesus if you’re not serious here, you could cause serious problems with the Jewish people and with yourself. 

But Martha, like us, often forgets that God is in total control and what God is up to. Often it look as if God doesn’t know what He’s doing. And yet Jesus knew exactly what he is doing. He wants everyone to get that smell in their nose and their lungs—so they’d never forget the stench of death. And then He does the miracle. 
The Easy to Read Commentary says this: 
The Jews believed that the face would begin to reflect the ravages of decomposition after the third day. Only when the soul witnessed these changes in its own body would the person become convinced that there was no possible way to return to life and so would leave the grave and proceed to Sheol, the abode of the dead.

We forget what God can do. I think there is a powerful lesson here for us. This raising of Lazarus symbolizes the Gospel. It’s symbolic of the work that the Holy Spirit does in the heart of soul. 
First, we are dead in sin, but God offers resurrecting power, the power to be born again. But first, to receive Christ, you must take the stone of unbelief off of your heart through belief. 
Second, the more dead you are, the more powerful the miracle. Often we see someone in such dreadful awful sin. Like Martha we say to ourselves, they stink of sin, God can’t change them. But we underestimate the gospel. We underestimate grace. The greater the stench of sin, the greater the miracle of grace. 

Third, Jesus called Lazarus by name. We read just a chapter before that the Good Shepherd knows his sheep by name. And so it is that he called Lazarus by name from the dead and raised him to life. Augustine said that the reason he had to mention Lazarus name was so that he wouldn’t raise the entire cemetery! 

By God calls us of us by name. Salvation is not some general thing passed down from family to family. God calls me and he calls you. Its personal. And I will say to you today. Maybe you, like Lazarus, are dead. You’re dead in your sins. You can’t raise yourself. But Jesus is calling you. He’s calling you by name. 

I believe this was a powerful visual to the unbelievers who stood by. Jesus saying that they are dead, they are trapped in the grave of sin, and Jesus is calling them to faith in Him. 
Fourth, Lazarus not only needed life, he needed liberty. Jesus commanded that he be loosed from his clothes. In those days, bodies were wrapped tightly, each limb was wrapped individually, so while he could somehow rise from the grave, Lazarus couldn’t walk well. 

So it is that when you become a believer, Jesus offers not just new life, but liberty. And you might find that you don’t walk very well, because you still have the graveclothes of sin keeping you bound. You may have new life, but you have no liberty. 

I ask you these questions: How many of you are walking around in grave clothes today. You haven’t claimed Christ’s power over sin. You’re a believer, but you’re not going very far. Jesus says to you—take off the clothes of sin, put on the new garments of righteousness in Christ. 

Fifth, it was Lazarus resurrected life that led others to Christ. And so it is with us—it is God’s work in you and in me that leads others to faith in Him. Are you living the victorious, resurrected life? 
Or are you languishing in the grave clothes of death and sin? Did you know that it is God’s spirit with in you, Christ formed in you, that is the witness and lighthouse in the very places God has called you to serve? That workplace. That family. That city block. That apartment building. That college campus. 

People often think that we have to blend in with the world in order to win the world. But its our difference from the world that attracts them to Christ. Its our victorious, resurrected soul that draws others to faith. 
Sixth, this was a powerful symbol of what will happen at the final resurrection. Every soul will be resurrected. Those who have put their faith in Christ will be resurrected to life eternal in Heaven. Those who have rejected Christ to eternity in Hell. Jesus himself said this in John 5:
Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice 
and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. 
John 5:28-29 (ESV) 
