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Intro and/or background:
I invite you to join me in John 12:1-8, the passage that Laurietta just read. We’re continuing our series through the gospel of John, a series we’ve called, “Divine Intervention.”

The passage we are about to cover is one of the most precious passages in all of the Scripture, a truly rich story of devotion and sacrifice and true worship of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I want to give a little background as we approach this chapter. As we’ve seen in our study of this book, John, the aging apostle, shares only snippets of Christ’s ministry. In John 20, he suggests that a comprehensive treatment of every detail of Christ’s life would take volumes. 

Plus, John wrote this after the Synoptic gospels—the other three of Matthew, Mark and Luke—and so he found no need to repeat their testimony unless it was a story he deemed so important as to make the point the Holy Spirit wanted Him to make. 

We left off Chapter 11 with the reaction of Jesus’ dramatic raising of Lazarus from the dead in Bethany. Many believed, but there were many who not only didn’t believe, but were also incensed at Jesus. Opposing political parties: Sadducees and Pharisees found common cause in wanting Jesus dead. 

Caiaphas, the very political high priest, who had served in his position only because he bought it with his immense wealth, suggested that Jesus be sacrificed for the sake of national unity, but mainly so that he wouldn’t have to surrender his power base in Israel. He had unwittingly uttered a prophetic declaration of Jesus’ vicarious substitutionary sacrifice on the cross. 

Because it wasn’t Jesus’ time to die, he and the disciples retreated to an area north of Jerusalem to Ephraim. And that is where Chapter 11 left off. 

Now, most people feel that two months separate John 11 and John 12. And in between Jesus did a whole lot of ministry. If you put the gospel accounts together, Jesus took a detour to the southern part of Galilee, in between Galilee and Samaria. 

Because some of his disciples had family there, it is likely they joined the group, for the trip to Jerusalem for the Passover. You have to understand that every year, the entire nation would descend upon Jerusalem for the Passover Feast. 

The roadways would be clogged with travelers who would make the long journey. On the trip back up to Jerusalem, Jesus would travel cross the Jordan and travel through an area known as Perea. 

In Perea, the multitudes gathered around Jesus and he performed many miracles. A few incidents stand out. 

· He spoke at great length about the coming Kingdom—both in Luke and in Matthew. 

· He healed ten lepers, one a Samaritan

· He answered challenging questions by the Pharisees on subjects of divorce and Heaven and other issues. 

· He rebuked the disciples and those who tried to shoo away children. 

· He engaged the rich young ruler who tried to earn his way into God’s favor. 

· He answered the request of James and John’s mom Salome, regarding the placement of her sons in the Kingdom. 

Then Jesus continued his journey south through Jericho, where he again met multitudes who wanted to be a part of his entourage. Remember Jesus at this time was a national celebrity and many just wanted a glimpse of greatness. Jesus was discerning and at Jericho, he eschewed the crowds and zeroed in on man, Zacheus. 

It was here in Jericho that Jesus also healed blind Bartimaeus. 

This brings us to the last part of John 11, which could really be folded into John 12. 

And the Jews' Passover was nigh at hand: and many went out of the country up to Jerusalem before the Passover, to purify themselves. 
Then sought they for Jesus, and spake among themselves, as they stood in the temple, What think ye, that he will not come to the feast? 
Now both the chief priests and the Pharisees had given a commandment, that, if any man knew where he were, he should shew it, that they might take him. 
John 11:55-57 (KJV) 
Now, keep in mind this is the time of the Passover and Jesus was still immensely popular. In Mark and Matthew, we discover that the enemies of Christ wanted to kill him, but didn’t want to arrest him during the Passover and lose the will of the people. A lot of back-door machinations and careful plotting allowed Caiaphas and his cronies to carefully calculate the best timing. 
Of course we know the timing of Jesus’ death was determined before time began by the Godhead. 

A Banquet Celebration

Which brings us to our story in John 12. This story is also told in Matthew 26 and Mark 14. There is as similar story told by Luke 7, but it is not the same. In that story, a former prostitute, also named Mary washed Jesus feet at the home of a Pharisee. I believe this may have influenced Mary, Martha and Lazarus’ sister. But these are two separate stories. 

Its interesting that three of the four gospels record this story. John varies from Matthew and Mark, but I imagine this is a precious story that was retold to the church many, many times. It was a memory none of them forgot. 

Follow along with me as I read John’s account in John 12: 

Then Jesus six days before the Passover came to Bethany, where Lazarus was which had been dead, whom he raised from the dead. 
There they made him a supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with him. 
John 12:1-2 (KJV) 
Matthew and Mark tell us that this was not served at the home of Mary and Martha, but of Simon the Leper. There isn’t much told about Simon the Leper in the Bible, but some have speculated that perhaps he was the father of Mary and Martha. At any rate, he should be known as Simon the Ex-Leper, because it is implied he was healed by Jesus. 

Because Jesus’ group had grown considerably by now, perhaps Simon had the bigger venue to hold this meal. 

John tells us that this feast was held in Jesus’ honor. This was not uncommon for rabbi’s of the day. Often during Passover week, a banquet would be held in honor of a rabbi, who would then speak and teach. We also know this was a banquet in honor of Jesus, because John tells us that they reclined while eating. 

A typical Middle-Eastern meal saw everyone seated on the ground with the food on a short table in front of them. But at a banquet, they reclined. 

But the main purpose of this banquet was to celebrate what Jesus had done in raising Lazarus from the dead. Remember, Jesus had to quickly escape Judea because the enemies sought to arrest him. They didn’t have time for a proper celebration of this miracle. 
I imagine in those last two months, Jesus’ fame spread through Bethany. I imagine this feast was planned for a while, as the two sisters invited everyone they knew. “Come meet Jesus, who raised my brother from the dead.” 

What Worship Looks Like

It is easy, when you look at this story to focus solely on Mary, after all she is the one who gave such an incredible sacrifice to Jesus. But we miss something valuable if we neglect to look at the other characters. 

I want to read again John’s account: 

Then Jesus six days before the Passover came to Bethany, where Lazarus was which had been dead, whom he raised from the dead. 
There they made him a supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with him. 
Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. 
John 12:1-3 (KJV) 
I want you to see the symmetry of the diverse gifts of each member of this wonderful family. Martha, Mary, and Lazarus were all devoted followers, they were all givers, they all sacrifice and worshiped the Lord in the way in which they were gifted. 
Martha. The first time Jesus had a meal at the home of Mary and Martha, there was friction. Martha was the server and Mary was the one who sat at Jesus’ feet. Jesus rebuked Martha, not for serving, but because she had her priorities out of balance. 

She was serving then, in her own strength. Jesus said, “Martha, serve, but don’t neglect time at my feet.” Then, we see Martha race to Jesus when her brother died and then instead of conflicting with Mary, she encourages her to spend time with the Lord. 

Now, you don’t see a peep out of Martha, but this banquet and this feast would not have happened without her service. Undoubtedly she got up early in the morning, before dawn, to fire up the oven and prepare the food. In those days you didn’t have Panera Bread to cater your feasts. The ladies worked extremely hard. 

This shows us that each of us worship God and serve God in our own area of giftedness. For Martha, here way of showing her love for the Lord was by serving others. There are many Martha’s in the church and you are needed, you are loved, you are respected. 
I want you to see this. Pay attention. Martha’s selfless service enabled Mary to give an extraordinary sacrifice for Christ. She enabled her worship. Very few of you will ever be in “full-time” Christian service. And some feel that if you don’t draw a paycheck from a Christian organization, somehow your service is less. 

That is so false. There is no line between secular and sacred. You can serve the Lord as a plumber, like my father. You can serve the Lord as a bricklayer, as a cashier, as a football player. And if you are fulfilling your calling and your gift, your service is an act of worship. 

Jesus call to Martha wasn’t for her to be another Mary, but to be the best Martha she could be and to serve God’s people. Wherever there was an event with our Lord, you would find Martha serving. And so many of you are like that. Wherever there is a church function, you may not preach or sing, but you are there to set up chairs, to clean. 

Then there is Lazarus. And interestingly, Lazarus was content to sit with the Lord. Now Lazarus mere presence at this feast was a testimony. Two months earlier he was six-feet under. And so it is that God calls some to be a blessing by their mere presence. They may not have the skills to serve like Martha and they may not do big, outward acts of worship like Mary. But there mere presence, their life, their love, their smile, their testimony are a form of worship with the Lord. 

And we can’t ignore Simon the Leper. Here he opened up his home for Jesus. He didn’t cook. He didn’t pour ointment. He wasn’t raise from the dead. But, he could give what he had and what he had was a home. 

Sometime the only way for some people to serve is to give of their immense resources. You can write a check. You can offer your home. And because of your generosity, God is worshipped. 

I imagine the conversation around the table was interesting. I can see Simon sharing how the scales of his skin fell off and he was restored from leprosy. Then comes Lazarus, who says, “yeah, that’s nothing. I was in Heaven, dancing with David and talking to Abraham and Moses, when suddenly I’m summoned back to Jesus’ side.” 

What a celebration. We also see here the importance of Christian fellowship. How sweet it is to gather with other believers and enjoy the common fellowship of the faith. Sometimes we think time with friends is unimportant, but to Jesus it was important. Potlucks, time at other’s homes—this is all vitally important to the body of Christ. 
We’re going to get to Mary’s sacrifice in a minute, but I want you to see that this dinner is a picture of what Christ intended for the church. Everyone using their gifts in harmony to worship and bless Christ. 
The Bottle Opens

Now I want you to put yourselves into the minds of those who were attending this dinner. There is tension in the air. Jesus is about to be arrested and everyone knows it. Yet, he had just spoken in great length in Mark and Matthew about the Kingdom. So in their minds, they think that perhaps he’s going to leverage his popularity at Passover and maybe take over, maybe declare Himself as King. 

But while he talks about the kingdom, he keeps talking about his death and its unnerving them. They didn’t really plan for a death. They are only thinking kingdom, positions, favor. 

All except for Mary. You see, she had spent the most time at Jesus feet. She wasn’t just around Jesus and Jesus’ people. She was always at his feet. In the Hebrew world, sitting at the feet of a rabbi is an idiom for learning. 

And so Mary knows and understands that Jesus is about to die. And I think Martha and Lazarus are aware as well. 

Let’s pick up again John’s recording of this event. I also want to add Matthew and Marks’ account: 

Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. 
John 12:3 (KJV) 
There came unto him a woman having an alabaster box of very precious ointment, and poured it on his head, as he sat at meat. 
But when his disciples saw it, they had indignation, saying, To what purpose is this waste? Matthew 26:7-8 (KJV) 
And being in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at meat, there came a woman having an alabaster box of ointment of spikenard very precious; and she break the box, and poured it on his head. 
Mark 14:3 (KJV) 
Interestingly, Matthew and Mark say she poured it on Jesus head. John said that she anointed the feet of Jesus. I believe Mary approached Jesus to anoint him in the typical way a guest would be honored. 

If someone eating at our home came and poured Old Spice on my head, I would think it’s a little weird and it definitely wouldn’t be considered something of honor. 

But in those days, this was how guests were honored. What was unusual was the extravagance she showed in honoring Jesus. It shows the depth of her sacrifice. It wasn’t just an act of honor, it was an extraordinary statement of worship. 
1) She didn’t give Christ leftovers, she gave Him the entire thing. We know this was something of extreme value to Mary. This was a pound of nard, which was a highly expensive perfume made from a root in India. Sometimes nard was mixed with other chemicals and sold much cheaper, but this was pure nard. Ladies, its like a cubic zirconium versus a real diamond. 

This was the real deal. We’re not sure why she had this. Some suggest that perhaps she had bought this for her own burial in the future. This was a common practice. Others say that perhaps ladies used a little bit of this each day as fragrance. 

We do know this. It cost 300 denari, which was an entire year’s salary. This was likely her most valuable possession. Imagine giving a year’s salary—maybe 50,000 or 60,000 dollars. Imagine giving someone the keys’ to your brand-new car or your home. 

She could have forward and dropped a few drops onto Jesus and saved the rest for herself. But Mary didn’t do that. Mary gave it all. She broke the bottle and gave it all. 

How many of us are willing to give it all. To hand over our most valuable possessions and give them in worship to Christ. Many of us are willing to give little drops. To sort of dabble with Christianity. 

We’re afraid that if we don’t keep some back, then we’ll lose out. But Jesus gave his all for us? Is it too much to give our all for him. In Romans 12:2, we read that it is our reasonable service, to lay ourselves down as a sacrifice. 

Some of you hold your lives in that alabaster box. You have your life sealed up and Jesus is calling you to break it open and pour it out in worship to Him. 

Jesus said, “For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. Matthew 16:25 (KJV) 
Are you willing to give what is most valuable for God? Parents, you are willing to give your children to the Lord for his service, even if he calls them to Africa as a missionary? 

Wives are you willing to give your husbands if God calls him to lead in the church or in another ministry?

Husbands, are you willing to allow your wives to serve as God leads them? 

Families, are you willing to cheerfully give of your time and your money for the Lord, giving not grudgingly, but giving so it actually hurts? 

Surrender is at the heart of true worship. When we let go of all we have and give it up for the Lord. Are you willing to be lost for Him? Mary was. 

2) Mary was willing to be humiliated for Jesus. John records that Mary didn’t’ just anoint Jesus head, he anointed his feet. This was a powerful statement of humility. 
By anointing his head, she was acknowledging Jesus as the King. If you read the Old Testament, it was customary for Kings to be anointed with the choicest spices and perfumes. They didn’t use street-level knock offs. They didn’t use Walmart brand cologne. They used the best.

And so it is that Mary reserved the best for Jesus. So often we give Jesus our leftover sacrifice. WE make sure we’ve invested everything in our own little Kingdoms and we show our palty gratitude by giving Jesus the leftover droplets. 

But Mary knew that if Jesus was indeed the King of Kings, Jesus deserved the best. It was an act of humility. It was saying to Jesus that “You are God, You are King. I am Not. I humble myself before you.” 

Then she anointed his feet. And she didn’t just anoint them with anything. She wiped them with her hair. For Jewish women, it was a sign of shame to let their hair down. Their hair was a crown. And yet she used her hair to wipe his dirty, dusty, soiled feet. 

What an act of love and humility. She was willing to be shamed for Jesus. Peter, who had his feet washed by Jesus, later said, “Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time,”1 Peter 5:6 (NKJV) 
True worship involves humility. We are willing to be shamed for him. To “let our hair down” for the Lord. To step forward and say, “Lord I will go where you want me to go, regardless of the cost.” 
Mary knew that Jesus would be shamed for her. He would hang naked and beaten on a cross. He would take the shame of sin upon Him so that she would find peace with God. 

I also see this. The nearer you get to Jesus, the closer you get to him, the more time you spend at his feet, the more it opens up your heart and the more humble you become. John the Baptist said it best. “HE must increase and I must decrease.” 

Worship isn’t about exalting you, its not about you, its about sitting at the feet of Jesus, about laying down your best, about giving your all, about not counting the cost and sacrificing for the One who gave himself for you. 

And one day we’ll have the chance to lay our crowns at Jesus’ feet. All of our life’s work, everything we’ve done to invest ourselves in the Kingdom will be laid at his feet as we cry, “Holy, Holy, Holy. Thou art worthy to receive power and glory and honor.”
Mary’s gift was but a small picture of that great moment in Heaven. 
3) Mary’s sacrifice was public. Mary was willing to be public about her devotion to Christ. This is why baptism is always public. This is why we have altar calls, so we publically state before the church our intention of giving our all to Christ.

I’ll never forget the public commitment I made to Christ at summer camp as a junior high kid. I walked forward, was humiliated, and was willing to say, “I will give my all to Christ.” 

Are you willing to do that? Are you willing to live out our faith publicly before those who might criticize and demean you? 

I also believe that this gift wasn’t just from Mary, but from Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. Its interesting that there is no reaction from them. I believe they knew Mary would do this and they supported it. 

Think about it. If it cost an entire year’s salary, then that would mean the others would have to pick up the slack. It would cost them too. And so it is that they enabled and helped Mary do what God had called her to do. 

They were her support system. Every missionary. Every pastor. Every lay leader—each person who is called to do a great work for Christ needs support staff.

You may not be able to go to another country, but you can support through prayer and money. You may not be able to go to Bible college, but you can pray and help someone who can.

Parents, if you’re children feel God calling them to do something great and extravagant, don’t hold them back. Support them. Pray for them. Pay for them. Do it. Don’t hang on. Give. 
The Stench of Greed

But not everyone was happy about this extravagant gift. John records the reaction of Judas:

Then one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, who would betray Him, said, 
"Why was this fragrant oil not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?" 
This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief, and had the money box; and he used to take what was put in it. 
John 12:4-6 (NKJV) 
Interestingly, the other gospel writers didn’t name Judas, but John reveals that it was this betrayer who got the disciples reacting. 

Now practically speaking, Judas and the disciples were right. Jesus said earlier that he had nowhere to lay his head. These guys had given up secure jobs to follow Jesus. They had nothing. They were poor. 
They also thought Jesus was going to establish His kingdom on the earth right now. How much longer could they go on this threadbare budget? 

Also, John reveals Judas’ true motivation. Judas, you see, was the treasurer. He had the money bag. In those days it was common for rabbi’s to entrust the care of the finances to one man. 
I’m guessing Judas saw the books. He knew how bad the money situation was. But Judas also had another motivation. Judas was taking a cut of the finances for himself. 

He was greedy. Now I don’t think Judas began with greed, but in his heart he wanted to be somebody. He wanted line up with Jesus, because Jesus would make Judas somebody. But he’s seeing how Jesus is doing things all the wrong way. And I think this when his heart really began to turn. 
Judas was going mental math. 300 Denari would really help the group’s finances. And 10% off the top would be a nice cut. 

Unfortunately, many of us are like Judas and like the disciples. I want to show three powerful points: 

1) Unlike Mary, Judas exalted himself above Christ. How much did Judas sell Jesus for? 30 pieces of silver. That shows how much he valued the Lord. But Mary gave 300 danari, one year’s salary, for Him. Judas didn’t think Jesus was worth a year’s salary. He would have maybe given a few drops and kept the rest. I can see him saying, You can’t be too extreme with your faith. C’mon. Be practical. And so it is, that we often devalue our Lord and value money. Timothy says that a love of money is the root of all evil and many men have been drowned in perdition. Judas was. 
2) You Can Be Around Jesus and Jesus’ People and Still Not be One of His. Notice that the disciples agreed with Judas? How did they not see it? Because they assumed that because Judas was there, that he was fine. 

Never assume. Growing up in Church, being around Jesus’ stuff, hanging with Christians, doesn’t make you a Christian. You need to have a personal encounter with him. And even if you are one of His, you need time at Jesus’ feet in order to fully understand the heart of worship. 

3) Radical devotion will often be criticized by other believers. When you step out in faith, you expect criticism from the world and the enemies of Christ, but not from those who are fellow Christians. But it happens. 

When you give your all, when you sacrifice, when you lay your life on the altar, don’t expect everyone to celebrate. I know some parents are deathly afraid their children will go to Bible college. I know others who want their kids to be “churched” but not too much. 
Sometimes you need to step out in faith and do something, even if those close to you don’t want you to do it. If you want the approval of your peers, live the safe way. If you want the approval of Jesus, live radically. 

4) Its easy to mask personal greed with altruistic words. Let me explain. What Judas says sounds wonderful on paper. Who doesn’t want to help the poor? But that wasn’t Judas real motive. Judas’ real intention was to collect money for himself. 

Judas was smart. Jesus had just spoken on the values of the Kingdom, about taking care of the poor and the least of these. And it was Passover tradition to give to the poor. So Judas copied Jesus’ teaching for his own gain. 

Does that happen today? Do people in ministry use Scripture to advance their own selfish goals? Can we do that? Do we mock other’s sacrifice in high-minded criticism? 

Do we like Judas use Scripture to justify our own rebellion against God? God is calling some to be in full-time Christian service or go to go a foreign land as a missionary, but they give excuses like, “If I get a really good job, I can give a tithe and that will help more missionaries.” But if God is calling you, you should go. 

I’ve heard others mask their disobedience to Christ by talking about how much they win souls. But that doesn’t cover up your lack of obedience. 

Ministry is divided up into two types of people. Those who follow Christ to enrich themselves and those who follow Christ to worship Him, to lay their whole selves at his feet. 

And Christ, the revealer of hearts, will make known our real motivations. 
The Smell Heard Round the World

I love how Jesus reacts. He knew Judas was a traitor, but didn’t reveal it. Instead, he answered their criticism with rebuke. 

First, I want to read John’s words: 

But Jesus said, "Let her alone; she has kept this for the day of My burial. 
For the poor you have with you always, but Me you do not have always." 
John 12:7-8 (NKJV) 
Now let’s read from Matthew:

But when Jesus was aware of it, He said to them, "Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a good work for Me. 
For you have the poor with you always, but Me you do not have always. 
For in pouring this fragrant oil on My body, she did it for My burial. 
Assuredly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be told as a memorial to her." 
Matthew 26:10-13 (NKJV) 
Jesus shares three powerful principles: 

1) Mary’s emotional sacrifice was triggered by an understanding of who Jesus was. In other words, Jesus is telling them that Mary wasn’t doing this in a flippant sort of way. She knew and understood that Jesus was to die. He as preparing him for his burial. And so it is the more we know of theology, of Jesus and who is and what His purpose is, it triggers a heart of sacrifice and worship. 
The reason we don’t live extravagantly is because we don’t really know and believe and understand who Jesus is. This is also rebuke to them. If they really had listened and grasped Jesus’ prophetic words, they’d be offering similar sacrifices. 
They were spiritually ignorant. And so it is with many worldly-wise people. They are ignorant of Jesus and so they don’t see things the same way as those who truly follow him. They don’t understand the sacrifice. 

2) Jesus’ death was good news. Notice Jesus uses the word, “gospel” – good news about his death. To the disciples and Judas it was anything but good news. They would lose their opportunity to advance in the Kingdom. But they didn’t realize that Jesus dying was good news. Because it offered man an opportunity for peace with God. 

The gospel, my friends, is good news. The cross is precious. The Savior bleeding is our hope. The greatest news in the world is the gospel of Jesus Christ. That’s why it must be central to our preaching, our living, our teaching. We give up the gospel, we give up everything. 

3) The Social Gospel Without the Gospel is No Gospel at All. Jesus wasn’t saying that the poor didn’t matter. In fact, there is much Scripture imploring followers of Christ into the world to help the poor. 

Blessed is the one who considers the poor! In the day of trouble the Lord delivers him; Psalms 41:1 (ESV) 
Whoever despises his neighbor is a sinner, but blessed is he who is generous to the poor. Proverbs 14:21 (ESV) 
This is not in disagreement with what Jesus said. But what Jesus is saying is that a true spirit of giving for the poor flows out of a heart that loves Jesus and is in love with the Gospel. 

The gospel is not incidental or optional to our works of charity. There is great movement in the church today toward social justice. And much of that I applaud. God wants us outside of our four walls and in the community. 

But what worries me is that folks want to abandon the cross. People say things like, “We have to get over our hangup of wanting to convert people to Christianity.” And I say, no we don’t. 
To only give to the poor, without any desire to see them come to Christ in some way, is cruel. Because the good news is not that we can help the poor. The good news is that Somebody died on the Cross for their sin and offers them new life and peach with God and a home in Heaven. 

Plus, there would always be opportunities to give to the poor. There have been poor all through the history of man. But the opportunity to sacrifice to Christ and prepare Him for burial was closing. 

So it is that today, the window to share Christ, to build His  kingdom, is closing. Don’t forsake Kingdom work for work that is well-meaning and charitable and good, but only makes life better on this earth. Satan would love for us to abandon the good news of the gospel, even if it is for other wonderful works of charity. 
Truthfully, helping the poor and sharing the gospel aren’t on opposite tracks. Nobody has helped the poor, throughout history, than the church. That is why faith-based ministries have the best record. That’s why Pacific Garden Mission helps way more people than any government program. Because they first share the good news. 
4) The Aroma of Sacrifice Flows Throughout History. I imagine the fragrance of Mary’s spikenard permeated the room. As she served them food, as she walked through Simon’s house, you could smell it. And when you smelled it, you immediately knew what Mary had done. 

I imagine that everyone present there—for the rest of their lives, every time they smelled spikenard, they were brought back to that table and Mary’s act of worship. 

Jesus is saying something powerful here. You can give to charities and do great stuff for the poor, but when you work for Christ, when you’re hands are busy for the Kingdom in whatever capacity He calls, you’re gift permeates throughout eternity. 

And here we are today, sharing about Mary’s sacrifice. It has endured throughout centuries. And so it is that when you serve the Lord, you’re making an investment in Heaven. You’re selflessness echoes through eternity. 

Closing
