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Intro: 

Welcome tonight to our Relationships 101 Series. There is so much in the Scriptures regarding relationships—I would argue that much of the New Testament deals with relationships. 

Jesus himself said that the greatest commandment was to love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul and mind and to love your neighbour as yourself. In fact, you could break down the Bible and following Christ pretty simply by saying its all about loving God and serving people. 

This series is merely an overview of some Biblical wisdom for handling your most important relationships. I encourage you to dig and read further and discover God’s wisdom for dealing with every important person in your life. 

So far, we’ve discussed a worldview for your workplace—how to see your place of business, what you do with your hands, and the people who operate there—as a divine calling from God. 

Previous to that, we looked at what the Scriptures says about relationships—that in every conflict, every situation, recognize that the main problem is sin. Sin brings death and decay and evil. And it is that sin that is at the root of every relationship problem. 
But the funny thing is that its not the sin of your husband or your coworker or your children. Its your sin. Its my sin. And like Paul, if we approached every relationship with the idea that “We are the chief of sinners,” we might approach those God has called us to serve with love and with grace. 

Tonight: Marriage

Tonight we tackle marriage. And before I begin I want to say three important disclaimers. 
I’m not standing here with a perfect marriage and all the right answers. I’m a sinful man, who is many times a failing husband and a failing father. So if at times what I say seems arrogant or that I’m preaching down to you, know that I’m preaching to myself and that I’m a fellow struggler in this journey to loving my spouse the way God has called me too. 

Marriage is the single most important relationship you have and we’re only skimming the service. So, tonight this is just the beginning. I urge you to pursue help in your marriage. Not because it may be failing or hurting, but because marriage is a relationship that God has called you to serve and you should desire that it grows. I told my wife that I’m committing to reading one new marriage book a year. We plan on attending marriage conferences and at times, we’ll seek help and counseling. Not because we’re in crisis, but because we want to grow in our oneness and our unity. At the end, I’m going to recommend a book you read, I urge you to get it and discipline yourself to read it. 

Just because you’re here tonight and you’re not married, doesn’t mean that there is nothing here for you. I know its probably hard for singles to hear a message on marriage, because you’re heart yearns for someone. But God in his infinite wisdom has not allowed that. Or you might be here and are looking back on a failed marriage. What I want to say to you is in now way to judge, condemn, or make you feel bad. The truth is that as we study about the God-ordained differences between men and women, this benefits all of us, as we interact with men and women in other areas of life. We believe in preaching the “whole council” of God. And even if a particular piece of wisdom doesn’t relate to you perfectly, you can still benefit from hearing Biblical truth. 
The Goal of Marriage: Holy or Happy? 

Many people feel unsatisfied in their marriages today. And the common thing you hear, from Christians and non-Christians alike is “I’m just not happy.” I remember when a prominent Christian singer justified abandoning her marriage, she said, “I think God wants me to be happy.”

And I’m not judging her, per say. I don’t know all of what happened to her. But I do know this. We as Christians have co-opted the world’s philosophy of marriage. The world says, “I’m not happy. So I’m out.” 

Is the purpose of marriage for us to be happy? I want to argue tonight that the purpose of marriage is not to be happy, but to be holy. Now, that doesn’t mean a good, vibrant, Christ-honoring marriage won’t significantly contribute to your happiness. But that’s not the purpose of it. 

God’s purpose in every relationship, especially marriage, is your holiness. And you see, if we can get this in our minds, we’ll understand that God often brings hard times in marriage, difficult seasons, not so we can opt out and choose greener grass, but to sanctify us and sharpen us and make us better and more like His Son, Jesus Christ. 

How do we know this? Because marriage has a higher purpose than just happiness between two people. 

Marriage was the first institution God created. We read in Genesis 2:24-25: 
Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed. Genesis 2:24-25 (ESV) 

You see, we were created in the image of God. We are his image-bearers. The family—Husband, Wife, Child—are a picture of the Triune nature of God. 
What’s more, as God’s image-bearers, we are in covenant to each other. That covenant symbolizes God’s unconditional covenant with His people. Author June Hunt says this:

As a covenant keeper, you are singly responsible to demonstrate your covenant of love and loyalty even if your mate does not respond as you would like.

Marriage is an institution that God ordained at the dawn of His creation and its is an enduring symbol of his called-out people, the Church, at the end of the age. We find marriage in Genesis. We find marriage in Revelation. 

It  symbolizes Christ’s relationship with His bride, the church. We read this in Ephesians 5. Paul goes to great length to describe the holiness and heavenliness of marriage: 
This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 
Ephesians 5:32 (KJV) 
You’re marriage is more than just about you. It’s about God. It’s about living out who God is and representing His love to the world through care for our marriages. And it is realizing that God’s number one purpose for us, in our marriages, is to make us holy. 

For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. Romans 8:29 (ESV) 
Before the foundation of the world, God’s desire was your holiness, you’re sanctification. And He uses, more than anything, relationships to sanctify us. If you’re married, that is His #1 tool. 

Two Sinners Uniting Into One 
Now before we get to the two words that can change your marriage, I want to share another important underlying principle. And that principle is this. 
When two people marry, no matter how wonderful, how sanctified, how good their parenting and their childhood was, how close to God they are, they are two sinners! 
Paul writes something interesting in his letter to the Corinthians. He is talking about contentment with your state. If you’re not married, don’t make marriage your #1 goal. If you’re married, praise the Lord. But he says something here, in the context of talking to singles. He says this: 

But if you do marry, you have not sinned, and if a betrothed woman marries, she has not sinned. Yet those who marry will have worldly troubles, and I would spare you that. 
1 Corinthians 7:28 (ESV) 
Those who marry will have worldly troubles. In other words, every marriage will have issues. Conflict. Hard times. 

You’re spouse is a sinner. You’re a sinner. And rather than get upset, angry, surprised by that, we should expect them to sin. We should understand that they sin. 

And—important—we should understand that we ourselves are sinners. We should approach our marriages and our spouses sin with Paul’s words, “I am the chief of sinners.” 

Viva La Difference 
If you’ve been married for more than five minutes, you know that you are different from your spouse. Man and woman are really different. But often we allow those differences to annoy us, because they bump up against who we are and the way we are wired. 

But the Bible indicates that the differences in men and women are not something to be despised, but celebrated and affirmed. 
But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 
‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” 
Mark 10:6-9 (ESV) 
Do you see the beginning of Jesus words: “God made them male and female.” In other words, God made us different. Our differences are not an accident or a coincidence. They are a deliberate design by God for our good. And Genesis tells us that God looked at his creation and said, “Everything is good.” 

Why are differences good? Jesus says, because God made male and female so starkly different, therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and cleave to his wife and they become one flesh. 
This is obvious, physically and sexually. This is why homosexuality is so radically against God’s design. It’s a union of sameness—and it can’t produce children and can’t result in the marital intimacy God designed for marriage. 

The purpose of marriage is that two become one, unite in one flesh, and produce children, continue the generations, and glorify God. 

Our differences were designed not to annoy, but to bless, to sharpen, to strengthen, to come together in unity. 
Now the Differences 

I want you to turn to Ephesians 5. Here God lays out the roles for men and women. Most of us are familiar with the Bible’s instructions. Most of us are familiar with the role of the husband and the role of the wife. I could preach on this topic alone, but there is something here that I want you to see, that perhaps you might not have seen before, something that really revolutionized the way I approached marriage. 

In Ephesians 5, we get a glimpse of how God exactly wired the man and wired the woman and how we as servants to our spouses, can build the kind of unity and love that build good marriages. 
What A Women Desires
Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 
That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 
That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 
So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. 
For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: 
Ephesians 5:25-29 (KJV) 
God calls husbands to live out unconditional love. We are the “Christ figure” to our wives and God calls us to not only take leadership in the home—which means take responsibility for our wife’s care and her spiritual condition, but it also means to sacrifice ourselves for her needs. 
God created women to need love. Unconditional love. Agape love. What does this love look like? You notice that Paul didn’t raise the other biblical love—phileo. Phileo is a conditional love. The natural kind of love. A love that loves only when it is shown love. 

No, this is an agape love. It means we love, even when our wives are unlovable. It means we love, even when our wives sin. It means we love even when it is hard. 

Notice Paul says that this love isn’t natural. He said Jesus gave himself for the church. He sacrificed himself. Jesus agonized at going to the cross. He pled with God to take away that cup. And yet he still did it. 

You see, God didn’t tell us to love our wives when they show love to us back—because that is natural and easy. No, he said, be Christ to her. Sacrifice, as Adam gave his rib, so you give of yourself. 

Notice he also didn’t raise another love eros love. That’s the sexual love. Why? Because that’s a love that also benefits you as the husband. 

No he says agape love her. What does this love look like? Well, let’s see how Christ loved the church? 

He initiated love when we were unlovable. And so Jesus calls husbands to initiate love. To be the first to love. That means we show our love in proactive ways. We go out of our way to make our wive’s lives better, to demonstrate our love. 

a. You see God wired women to need love. Love is their fuel. They are naturally insecure and need daily affirmation. Men, tell your wife you love her. Now this is not natural for a man. You’ll notice that God doesn’t command women to love their husbands—because they naturally love and give. 
b. Women are love-and life-givers. And they dispense so much love, they need that love refilled daily. 

Let me ask you this. in what ways, husbands, are you showing your wife unconditional, agape love. The Bible says that we are to love her like she is part of our own body, because she is. We are one flesh. 

That means when you’re wife hurts, we need to hurt. When she is sick, we need to be sick. This is how Jesus responds to the church. He gives compassion when we’re sick and weak. He gives grace when we’re in sin. Most of all, daily, God renews his unconditional love toward us. 

I have to admit that I’m really poor at this. Men don’t need to be told they are loved all the time. They have other needs—we’ll see that in a minute. 
This means that we don’t give our wives any doubt about our loyalty and faithfulness. They need to know we will always be there. It means that sometimes we need to just give them our time and our attention—isn’t that what we love most about Jesus? Our souls crave His presence. And if we’re to be the Christ figure for our wives, then we must give them attention and time and security. 

So often we’re wired to give our wives what we want. We’re solution-oriented. But women don’t need solutions. They need someone to listen. By listening, by holding their hands, by giving them lots of affection, we tell them how much we love them. 

I know for myself, I often get in the trap of thinking, Well, I’m working my tail off here, doesn’t she know that means I love her? I’m doing something noble and beautiful here, why can’t she see that I love her. 

But you’re wife thrives on knowing you love her. That is the fuel that moves through her and drives her. A woman who feels loved by her husband—will do anything for him. 
And men, can I say something here? Stop looking for fairness. So often we get in the trap of I’m doing my part, why isn’t she doing hers? Which is really preposterous and often our wives outdo us in many ways. 

But that’s not even the point. The point is that we are called to serve our wives. Listen to the words of Peter: 

Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered. 
1 Peter 3:7 (ESV) 
Live with her in an understanding way, honoring and cherishing her for the beautiful person God created her to be. She is not there to be your slave. She is there for you to serve and honor and cherish. God’s desire is for you to be heirs together of the grace of life. Then Peter says, “do this so you’re prayers aren’t hindered.” 

Remember how we discussed in the first session how important our human relationships are? You know what this tells me? 

I can be the pastor of a church, write books and have everyone think I’m spiritual. But if I go home and don’t cherish my wife, my relationship with God is hindered. 

Men, you’re attitude should be this: What are some ways I can serve my wife and show her my love? How can I overlook her flaws? How can I demonstrate grace. How can I affirm her? 

Maybe go out of your way to do some little guesture for her. Surprise her with flowers. Tell her periodically how beautiful she is. Hold her hand. 
 I will tell you this, when I have this attitude, its amazing how fulfilled Angela feels. Its amazing the peace we have in our family, when I set aside my own desires and push myself to serve and love her unconditionally. 
I have a long way to go and often I fail this. But I will tell you this. When I’m selfish and think only of me, my marriage suffers. But when I join Angela in things at home, help her with the kids and the dishes and the stuff of the house, our marriage only grows. 

God created women this way. They are sensitive and fragile, but that’s what makes them good moms and wives. They are the best when there is a crisis, because compassion comes naturally. 

I know this. If a woman hears from her man that she is beautiful and she is loved, she can grow up with confidence. Fathers, tell this to your daughters constantly. I make it a point to regularly tell my daughters how much I love them and how beautiful they are. 

Its interesting. I can do this every day. And yet when the next day rolls around, if I haven’t told Grace she’s beautiful or that I love her, she thinks something is wrong. Because this is the fuel that keeps her tank going. 

I talk to many young women, who never heard their father say this to them. And they live their lives searching for love. And yet I’ve met some girls whose father’s died at an early age, yet when he was alive, he shared with them his love. And they have lived off of that love forever. 
What a Man Desires
Let’s look at the last part of Ephesians 5:

However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband. 
Ephesians 5:33 (ESV) 
You see, God calls the husband to unconditionally respect his wife, but he calls the wife to unconditionally respect her husband. 

You see, men still need to be loved—to be sure—but just as women thrive on love, men thrive on respect. Men are wired that way. 

Women, if you could learn this, you could revolutionize your marriages. Do you have a husband who doesn’t seem to show you love? Do you have a husband who seems unmotivated? To that husband, I say, get off the couch and serve your wife. 
But to the wife, I say this, Are you respecting your husband or do you constantly point out his flaws. I will say this, as a man, what men crave from their women is respect. 

Not respect in that we’re something great, but that you believe in us. Women, when you believe in your husbands, they will do anything for you. But so often, I hear wives rag on their husbands, especially in public. 

He doesn’t do this. He doesn’t do that. But he needs you to believe in him. 

It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop, than with a brawling woman in a wide house. 
Proverbs 21:9 (KJV) 
Criticism eats away at the soul of a man. You see, men are not as rough and tough as they act. Down deep men have a fragile soul that needs affirming and love. And that love is best shown when you demonstrate that you believe in him. 

While women want to be cherished, they want to be the princess of the home, men want to be the prince. They want to come home and be treated like a hero. 

Men have fragile egos. Now you might say, They need to get over it. But that is how God wired men. They value honor, respect, and support. 

Now, this isn’t natural for a women. A women naturally demonstrates love and affection. And she might say, “I love him, but why can’t he see it?” But are you respecting him? 
Do you demonstrate that you believe in him? That he can be a good man who can do good things. Do you tell him that He can be the godly, Christ-figure in your home. 

Or are you constantly harping and carping on his flaws? Are you constantly railing to your friends and your aquaintances how absent he is? 

Maybe you just wish he would talk to you, but perhaps he is afraid because he doesn’t think you will hear him. And a man shrivels up and shuts down when his women doesn’t believe in him. Then he begins to act out in ways that don’t show love. And the cycle begins. 

Women, I’m telling you, you have the power to break the cycle by sampling committing to believing in your husband. 

You might say, Well, respect is earned and until he earns it, I won’t give it. But have you considered that you might be holding out on exactly what will fuel him to show you the love you desire? 

Imagine if he said, I won’t love her until she earns it. You’d be crushed. But you’re husband needs your respect as much as you need his love. 

Angela’s pastor in Texas once said in a message that the three things a man needs to hear are this: 

I love you.

I’m proud of you.

You’re good. 

What are some practical ways to do this? 

When he comes home, do you greet him like a hero? I will tell you this. A man wants to come home to that. Heck, he’ll come home an hour early if he knows what’s waiting for him. When I come home and my wife and my kids jump up all over me and greet me, wow, I love that. 
Do you value his work? For a man, his work is his pride. God wired men this way, to create and build and lead. And maybe to you he seems so in love with his work. But when you step into that and respect what he does. 

A man wants to know that what he does is noble, not worthless. That his cause is just. And when you tear down his work you tear down the man. 

When I was dating Angela, what I loved most about her is that she believed in me and believed in my work. I had dated another girl and this girl, no matter what I did, I wasn’t good enough. I could lose weight, comb my hair a different way, and memorize the gospel of John and still I wasn’t her father. 

One thing that hurt me deeply is that she said to me, “Well, you’re a writer and I just can’t marry a writer. I want to marry a preacher.” That cut me to the quick. Writing was and is a passion of mine. But you know what’s funny? I became both. But Angela loved my writing, was proud of it and has always nurtured that dream in my heart. And I love her for it. 

I have met men who had fathers or mothers who never praised them. I know one high-achieving pastor, who got the highest rank in boy scouts and his father never once praised him. I know others, even who grew up in Christian homes, and no matter how hard they tried, they didn’t measure up. And you wonder why these men sacrifice everything to climb the corporate ladder? Because they want to be affirmed, valued, believed-in. 

Wives, do you want your husband to be a man of God? Start believing he can be and telling him every day that he can be. And he just might be. 
Serving Each Other
Now the idea tonight is not for us to go home and preach to our spouses what they need to do. Rather its to look inside our own hearts and ask God to forgive wrong attitudes and help us develop servant attitudes to our spouses. 

What happens in marriages is that wife who feels unloved responds in a disrespectful way to her husband who then responds in an unloving way—and the cycle continues.

So God calls us to break that cycle. How? You be the first. The key is to give your wife the benefit of the doubt or give your husband the benefit of the doubt. 

You’re wife is not the enemy. Your husband is not the enemy. Sin is the enemy. So trust that they have your best interests at heart. And begin by finding ways to serve them where they need. 

And I will say this. Maybe these principles can improve our other relationships. Do you have a crazy male boss at work? Maybe he feels insecure and disrespected. Find ways to let him know you believe in him. 

Do you have a tough female coworker? Maybe she feels unloved. Find ways to let her know she is doing a good job. 

Showing Mercy
Lastly, we circle back to realize this. God has called marriage as a covenant relationship between two sinners. We’re to show mercy and grace to those we are called to serve. 

Self-examine for your own flaws and show mercy toward your spouses flaws. Husbands, let your wife know you love her in spite of her flaws. Let her know that you don’t just love her when she can do stuff for you.

Wives, let your husbands know, that even when they mess up, you still believe in them and know they are capable of doing something noble in their families and churches and workplaces. 
God calls us to show and demonstrate grace toward each other. Be the first to say sorry. Even if you’re not totally wrong. Don’t dig your heels in and try to squeeze concessions from your spouse. Live together with your spouse and be heirs together of the grace of life. 

Suggested Resources: 
 I strongly recommend Love and Respect by Emmerson Eggerich. I can’t recommend a book any higher. This was eye-opening to me. Every married couple should read this.  I also recommend highly, When Sinners Say I Do, by Dave Harvey. Great, fantastic book. 
