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Intro:

I invite you to turn in your Bibles to John 12:9-11. We’re going to look at just three verses in this text today. These verses have particularly arrested my attention and I feel they have a powerful message for the church today. 
I am too young to have lived through the Watergate Era in this country. Some of you have lived through it, some of you remember it. 

As a student of history I have read quite a bit about Watergate. It really started with an oral report in high school. I’ve always loved to read Presidential history and politics. And I’ve read several biographies of President Nixon and books about Watergate. 

But what intrigues me about that whole sordid episode was that the real crime, which was a crime, orchestrated by the President’s hatchet men. And just an aside, there are dirty hatchet men in both parties, don’t fool yourself. I’ve talked to some of them.
Nevertheless the real crime wasn’t necessarily the crime, but the cover-up. What ever happened to those eighteen minutes of tape? An interesting story about that. It wasn’t actually Nixon who installed that taping system in the White House. It was LBJ and actually on Nixon’s first day in office, LBJ showed Nixon the system. Apparently he said, “This is so they can never say you lied.” 

Ahh, the irony. 

Well, in today’s passage, we have an interesting story of a cover up. 

You Can’t Handle The Truth

One of my favorite lines in one of my favorite movies, A Few Good Men is when Jack Nicholson, who played Colonel Nathan Jessup. He says on the witness stand, “You Can’t Handle the Truth.” 

And so it is that in our text today we see people who can’t handle the truth. A little background on where we are in John, if you weren’t here the last few weeks or are not familiar with the text. 
Two months ago, Jesus did the impossible and raised his good friend Lazarus from the dead. He had been dead four days, so dead, that his body smelled. He had been dead four days, which is the height of the mourning period, when most Jewish people felt there was no longer hope for a healing. 

Then Jesus retreated north and did ministry along the border of Samaria and Galilee and down through Perea and into Jericho. He was making his way back to Jerusalem in the annual rite of passage known as the Passover—where all of Israel would descend on Jerusalem. 

Last week, we discussed the episode at Simon the Leper’s house, where Mary opened an expensive alabaster bottle of spikenard and extravagantly poured it out on Jesus feet. 

Well, in the three verses today, we get a little insight as to the tension surrounding Jesus’ presence in and around Jerusalem. But apparently, Jesus wasn’t the only one attracting the wrath of the religious and political leadership. 

If you recall, back in John 11, we see the monumental decision of the San Hedrin to execute Jesus. Hostility to Jesus’ message brought extraordinary unity among opposing factions. You had the Pharisees on the one hand, the fundamentalists, the religious legalists and on the other hand you had the Sadducees, the liberal, highly political priest class. 

The Pharisees hated Jesus because he exposed their hypocrisy, thus challenging their religious power among the people. The Seduces hated Jesus because he was stirring up the people. 

You see, Rome had largely given the Jewish people leeway in governing their own people. In fact, Rome looked at Palestine as sort of an unmanageable mess. Plus they learned the lessons of the Macabee revolt that threw Antiochus Ephanes out of power. 

But, the slightest hint of insurrection or revolt and Rome would sweep in and crush the Jews and kick out of power anyone who was in charge and didn’t tamp down the revolution. 
So it was the Sadducees who had the most to lose by the increasing popularity of Jesus. People were drawn to him. Now many believed, but as we’ll see in the coming weeks, many who flocked to him were simply people who wanted Jesus to become a political Savior. 

And many were anticipating Jesus would make a big move at Passover—when all the crowds were gathered. That’s why you see them flock to him when he rode in on a donkey. But those same people would cause him to be crucified. Beware of a popular Christianity. 
John writes in our text today that the Sadducees couldn’t handle the truth. Not only did they have a political problem, they had a theological problem. You see, the Sadducees didn’t believe in the Resurrection. 
But the Resurrection of Lazarus changed everything. The signature miracle for Jesus as raising the dead. The prophets foretold it and it proved Jesus statement that He was the Resurrection and the Life. 
That’s why in chapter 11, they Sadducees are particularly upset and they are incensed. 

Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees a council, and said, What do we? for this man doeth many miracles. 
If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him: and the Romans shall come and take away both our place and nation. 
And one of them, named Caiaphas, being the high priest that same year, said unto them, Ye know nothing at all, 
Nor consider that it is expedient for us, that one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not. 
And this spake he not of himself: but being high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation; 
John 11:47-51 (KJV) 
This was when they made the fateful decision to begin killing people. It’s an interesting study on the slow descent of sin. They probably didn’t think they’d end up killing the Messiah, the Son of God, but when unbelief lodges in your heart, it can take you places you didn’t realize. Beware of pride. Beware of sin. Beware of unbelief. 
Now they not only want to kill Jesus, but they want to kill Lazarus. Let’s read: 

Much people of the Jews therefore knew that he was there: and they came not for Jesus' sake only, but that they might see Lazarus also, whom he had raised from the dead. 
But the chief priests consulted that they might put Lazarus also to death; 
Because that by reason of him many of the Jews went away, and believed on Jesus. John 12:9-11 (KJV) 
And they reacted how most people react when they are proven wrong. Rather than fight with the truth, they attack the messenger. I’ve had some of that heat myself as I’ve tried to stand up for Bible truth. 

As teachers, we must be careful that what we preach is Bible, because if our theology is proven to be in error, we lose our credibility. 

They couldn’t handle the truth. And from that time until the present, those who choose unbelief have tried to stamp out Christianity. Later, it would be the Apostles who would die for their faith. And then throughout history, they have tried to kill the messengers of the gospel. And still the gospel lives. Because its truth. 

A Metaphor for the Christian

Today I’ve chosen to speak on these three verses, because I believe the life of Lazarus provides a powerful picture of the life of a believer. 

Lazarus was living proof of the power of transformation, the power of resurrection in a person’s life. Paul said that without the resurrection, we are “of all men most miserable.” 

You and I won’t experience what Lazarus experienced. We haven’t been literally raised from the dead. But, we’ve experienced the resurrected life in Christ. Or Christ in us. 

You see, the Bible describes our life before Christ as dead, dead in trespasses and sins. Jesus, by his death and resurrection, made us alive. He didn’t just give us a moral code to follow or a better set of instructions. We’re not just practicing religion. Lazarus comes from the name Eliazar, which means, “God is my helper.” 
And so it is that every believer is a Lazarus. God has helped us, revived us, awakened us to new life. We have been born again. Transformed. 

It is this evidence of the resurrected life that is both dangerous and powerful and wonderful. 

Paul said this in Galatians 2:20: 

"I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me. 
Galatians 2:20 (NASB77) 
The Five Marks of the Resurrection Life 

1) You Don’t Do It Yourself 
Here’s the interesting thing about Lazarus. He was a one-man revival. I almost called this message, “The Wordless Revival”, because he started this gospel brushfire without saying a single word. 

And yet look at what God did through Lazarus. 

Many therefore of the Jews, who had come to Mary and beheld what He had done, believed in Him. John 11:45 (NASB77) 
The great multitude therefore of the Jews learned that He was there; and they came, not for Jesus' sake only, but that they might also see Lazarus, whom He raised from the dead. 
But the chief priests took counsel that they might put Lazarus to death also; because on account of him many of the Jews were going away, and were believing in Jesus. 
John 12:9-11 (NASB77) 
I find it fascinating that nothing is said remarkable about Lazarus in the Bible. You see the service of Martha. You see the devotion of Mary. But nothing about Lazarus. 

And yet it was the miracle that Christ did in him that was the catalyst for others coming to faith in Christ. 

The truth is, we often get so overcome with what we’re doing for Christ, which is important, but the greatest message to the world is what Christ is doing in us. 
Paul said that it won’t be the outrageous, incredible acts that bring people to the Lord, but the humble, silent acts of ordinary believers: 

For behold your calling, brethren, that not many wise after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 
but God chose the foolish things of the world, that he might put to shame them that are wise; and God chose the weak things of the world, that he might put to shame the things that are strong; 
and the base things of the world, and the things that are despised, did God choose, yea and the things that are not, that he might bring to nought the things that are: 
that no flesh should glory before God. 
1 Corinthians 1:26-29 (ASV) 
Maybe you’re sitting there today thinking that you’re life can’t have much impact because you’re not a preacher. You’re not a Sunday school teacher. You’re not a singer. And yet, the only thing that brings others to Christ, that attracts, them is Christ in you. 
Dr. R. Kent Hughes says this: 

Lazarus had become Jesus' star witness. I find that amazing because as I read the Gospels, I cannot find anything outstanding about Lazarus. It seems he never said anything worth recording, and perhaps he never did anything worth recording. Yet he ended up being one of the great witnesses for Christ. Why? The answer is not in what Lazarus did for Jesus. It is in what Jesus did for Lazarus.

Remember, Lazarus began sick and then he was dead. We too have no righteousness in ourselves. We began sick with sin and dead in sin. Then Jesus gave us new life, eternal life. His Holy Spirit resides in us. 

We’re just sinners, saved by Grace, kept by grace. Sometimes we Christians forget this. We think we’re the story, we’re the real reason God is working in the world. And we’re not the story. Jesus is the story. 

John’s desire was “He must increase, I must decrease.” Paul’s prayer for the Galatian church was that “Christ be formed” in them. Lazarus had to die in order to experience life. And so it is that we must die to self to in order to see Christ work through us. WE must abandon our attempts to rule our own lives. 
Do you want to have a life of impact? Be like Lazarus. Be near Jesus. Be there 
fellowshipping with Him. Drink deeply of Him and what Christ does in you will bring others into the Kingdom. 

2) Your Difference is attractive to others. 

What was is it about Lazarus that attracted the Jewish people to Christ? It says multitudes gathered. And many believed. It was Lazarus difference that attracted them to Christ. 

I want you to notice two important and powerful things here. 
First, it was his difference that attracted them. Lazarus moved from death to life. And so it is that everyone who believes, according to John 5:24, moves from death to life. 

This is what is attractive. Paul said it is the gospel message that has the power. Not our cunning ability to persuade. Not our silver-tongues. Not our blending in with the culture. 

We should try to be all things to all people as Paul did, but ultimately it is our difference that makes us attractive. 

The problem with far too many Christians is that there is no difference. They hide the gospel in their daily lives. And because they don’t spend time with Christ as Lazarus did, nobody can see that they have been moved from death to life. 

We don’t win the world by being like the world. WE win the world by showing a difference. Not just in the way we dress, what we listen to, how we carry ourselves, but in the way we interact with others. 

I read a terrific book last year by Tullian Tchivigan, Billy Graham’s grandson and a pastor in Florida. It’s a book I highly recommend called, Unfashionable. He made the case that believers must exhibit a marked difference from the world to make a difference in the world. 

Let me ask you something personal. Do people see evidence in your life of the resurrected life? Are they attracted to your Christianity? 

Are people drawn to the Lord because of you? And like Lazarus, it won’t be anything you say, but it will be your changed life. He didn’t have to say a word. People knew there was something changed in him.

Is there something changed in you? Do the people at your workplace see a kinder, gentler, harder-working, more compassionate person? Or are you like everyone else? 

You’ll never convince someone to be a Christian until they see the positive effects it has on your life. 

When you go through a trial, do they see you cling in faith or do they see you complain and whine? 

When you interact in your workplace, do they see the same attitudes as everyone else, or do you respect your authorities and give grace toward your coworkers.

When you go to school, do your fellow students see something in you that’s different, that’s attractive, that’s evidence of your faith? 

Do you know what I see today as a problem in the church? We have far, far, too many spiritually fat Christians. We know a lot of Bible. We can tell the culture how wrong they are on a whole host of issues. And if you need people to start a campaign against some political issue, we’re there. 

But there I no difference in our lives. Our lives have no power, because we don’t live the resurrected life. James called this a dead faith. A faith that doesn’t work. And even though you have been given new life in Christ, nobody knows it. 

Jesus is calling you to life the changed life, the resurrected life, the life of victory. 
And it’s not something you start doing. It’s not something where you say, “Okay I need to do twelve more things.” 

No, its saying, “I must spend more time with Jesus.” And when you spend time with him, you’re love overflows, you’re heart burns with compassion toward those who don’t know him, and your perspective on life changes. 

John 12:11 says that many by reason of him went away. That “went away” actually means “deserted.” They were literally throwing off their old religion and pursuing Christ. 

I’m convicted by this message and almost upset. I wonder how many people, because of what I’m allowing Christ to do in me, are abandoning their old religions, and embracing Christ? Are any? 

Is anyone looking at our church and saying, “Whatever they have in there, I want.” Is anyone looking at our family and saying, “What they have in that family, I want.” 

I want to be that person. I want us to be that church. 

3) You’re Life is a Threat to the Status Quo

John 12:10 says that the chief priests, the Sadducees, sought to put Lazarus to death. Why? Because he was a threat to their theology, which didn’t allow for a resurrection of the dead. He was walking evidence of Jesus’ power over sin and death. 

And so it is that you and are walking evidences of the power of Christ. Lazarus was a threat to them. And he didn’t even say a word. 

If you are living the crucified life, if you are living the life in the Spirit, if there is evidence of God’s power in your life—you will not only be attractive to those who seek, you’ll be a threat to those who do not. 

It’s the healthy way to look at life in Christ. Paul said, “there are open doors of ministry, but many adversaries.” 
We’re promised in 2 Timothy 3:12 that all who live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. And I would say that if you’re not, then maybe there is something wrong with your relationship. Maybe there is no evidence of Christ’s work in you, if you’re not seeing the enemy stirred up and angry. 

You see, we’re tempted to life the safe life. To sort of hide our faith so people don’t see it. To blend in and be nice. 
We don’t’ want to make anyone uncomfortable. But maybe we should make someone uncomfortable. Lazarus did. His resurrected life made those who didn’t want accept Christ uncomfortable. 

It’s easy as Americans to seek the safe, sanitized Christian life. Go to church, check off a few boxes, vote right, and give our tithes. But are we really doing anything?

Is Satan really threatened by our lives? How many churches are good and fundamental and know their Bibles . . . and yet nobody in their community is challenged. Nobody is threatened. Nobody is persuaded to come to faith in Christ. 

Someone once said that we must live as to make Hell angry. I agree with that. I told the people here at this church when I became the pastor. I said, “I didn’t come to run a Christian version of the rotary club or the YMCA.” 

I would like our church to make a difference in this community. To stir things up. To make the gospel of Christ known. 

Paul said this to the Corinthians: 

For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 
We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ, 
being ready to punish every disobedience, when your obedience is complete. 2 Corinthians 10:4-6 (ESV) 
Our job as followers of Christ is to be on mission with Christ. Our job is to tear down strongholds, to see people embrace the gospel and embrace Christ. 

Satan doesn’t mind if we build our own little spiritual kingdoms. He doesn’t mind if we know Scripture and come to church faithfully and even if we fellowship with others. 

He would like us to live the safe life. But the minute we step out on faith. The minute we take the gospel to the corners of this community, to the corners of this world, to challenge others to accept him. To challenge each other to live out our faith every single day, to make a difference, to get our hands dirty for Him, then Satan is aroused and he targets us. 

Satan doesn’t want you to take a stack of Easter cards and invite people to church. Satan doesn’t want you to get a handful of Heaven tracts and pass them around in the community. He’ll leave you alone if you just mind your own business. 

But the minute you begin to live boldly for him. The minute our church as a body says, “were going to be more than just a social club, we’re going to be a living witness for Christ here in Gages Lake,” it is in that moment that you become Satan’s target. 

The truth is that the life lived for Christ is hard. You’ll face trials. You’ll be misunderstood. But when we suffer, Christ is glorified in us. 

That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 
1 Peter 1:7 (KJV) 
We suffer on this earth as we live for Christ. And yet one day we’ll be in Heaven, and that suffering will be found to praise and honor and glory when Christ appears. 

But are you willing to be persecuted for Christ? Are you willing to be shamed for him? Are you willing to be on Satan’s watch list? 

4) Your Christianity Becomes Controversial

If you read this story, it makes no sense, really. Lazarus only crime as that he was dead and was now risen from the dead. 

You’ve probably discovered that when you became a Christian, not everybody was happy with your decision. You probably had relatives and coworkers who thought you were nuts and still think you’re nuts. 

And so it is, Christianity today is controversial. Christians are the most hated species in the world. And many in the church scratch their heads and wonder why. 
It’s really simple. Jesus said, “they hated me, they’ll hate you.” But take this as a badge of honor. 

And in fact, if you’re living a Christianity that is safe, well-liked, easy, then maybe it’s not an effective Christianity at all. Too many in the evangelical church want to make Christianity popular through dialogue and change. But as long as we have the gospel message, Biblical Christianity will never be popular. 

And I just want to ask you and ask myself. Who are seeking to please? Are we trying so hard to make our friends and our family like us that we abandon Christ? 

Or are we playing to the audience of One, to God? Lazarus could have hid away, but he was willing to be seen and be seen with Jesus. 

What about you? Are you willing to stand up and be known for Jesus? To be seen with him? 

Students, when you go to college, you’ll face such incredible pressure to conform. Will you? Or will you stand up for Christ and be seen with Jesus? Your difference will attract others.

Employees. Are you willing to be known as a Christian? Not in an obnoxious way, but does anyone know you’re a believer? Does your life say that? 

Parents, are you willing to build a family of faith in your home? Are you willing to raise your kids for the Lord, even if it brings scorn from other parents? 

Church members, are you willing to live lives that point to Christ? 

5) You have a message that cannot be silenced

It is interesting that the enemies of Christ wanted to kill Him and Lazarus, even though Christ had just proven His power over death. 

G.Campbell Morgan says this: 

Hostility to God as manifested in Christ, has been the characteristic of the world ever since, and it has ever been trying to get rid of Him. How many have they put to death in the endeavor? Pilate probably thought he had done the business presently when he put Jesus on the Cross. When he handed Him over it was with a sort of sense of relief, that it was done with. Done with! Within a couple of generations the power he represented had to repeat the martyrdom of Jesus ten thousand times in Rome itself.
Christian, you preach and you live an eternal message. And even though the enemy can try to stop you and can try to discourage you, we’re given this promise: Greater is He that is in You than He that is in the world.” Romans 8:38-39 says that, “nothing can separate us from the love of God.”

They killed Christ and He rose again. They killed the apostles and the early church leaders, but the church exploded in growth. Throughout the centuries, people have tried to stamp out Christianity and it only grows. Because this is not a religious message. This is not a nice code of conduct. This is not a lifestyle we’re promoting. 

This is the Gospel of Jesus Christ and its message is timeless, powerful, eternal, and life-transforming. 
Closing: 

I want to read Paul’s words again: 
"I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me. 
Galatians 2:20 (NASB77) 
God is calling you, who have been brought out of darkness into his marvelous light, to shine forth as a light in the darkness. The world needs you to know Christ, to live the Christ-life. Not a life of religions and codes and checkboxes, but a life transformed by the power of His Spirit in you. 
I challenge you today. Are you living the resurrected life. And how do you know? Ask yourself these questions:

Is anyone coming to faith, because of the way I live? Am I making a difference. Not in what I’m saying, but in what I’m doing and how I’m living. Does anyone know I’m close to Jesus? Can they tell? 

Is my life too safe? Am I a non-threatening Christian. Or are people stirred up by me? Am I seeking safety and popularity and prestige over identification with Christ? 

Am I trying to manufacture my own goodness? Am I spending enough time at the feet of Jesus, so His Word and His power can flow through me? 
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