Taking Care of Mom

John 20:25-27

Intro: 
Today we stop to honor all Mothers on Mother’s Day. Mothers are called by God to serve in a vital role in our society, and in each family. 

The Bible doesn’t spare any words when calling us to honor Mothers. I personally believe that Mother’s Day is not an invention of Hallmark or others who seek to profit, but a reflection of the Judeo Christian ethic in our country that we’ve been motivated to honor our moms. 

Today I know that for some of you, Mother’s Day is tough, because perhaps you’ve recently lost your mother. Or maybe you’ve longed for the privilege of being a mother but God has seen fit to not give you that opportunity. 

Or maybe you are here and you’ve had a strained, even pained relationship with your Mom. 

So Mother’s Day is hard for you and yet I think God has a word for you today. 

I also want to salute those of you who are actively engaged right now in the raising of your children. Those parenting years are probably the hardest years of your life. You are often misunderstood and underappreciated. Today we want to salute you and let you know that you are doing the work of God with your children. 

Motherhood: A Worldwide Impact:

As you know, my mentor is Pastor Bill Swanger. We talk frequently. I asked him a few weeks ago if he had any good illustrations or ideas for Mother’s Day. If you know Pastor Bill, he’s a master storyteller. And so he passed along one of his Mother’s Day sermons. 

Out of that sermon I got a really good story about the impact of Motherhood. I thought I would share it with you today. 

Robert Moffat, Scottish missionary to Africa is a name you should know. Throughout the 19th century he served Christ faithfully. When he finally left Africa to return to Kent, England where he would die, he left behind a vast region that had been soundly affected and touched for Christ.  Thousands of people had come to Christ through his ministry and hundreds of Christian congregations had been formed that served Christ. 

He was also the father-in-law of David Livingston and it was through Robert Moffat that David Livingston heard the voice of God calling him to go to Africa where he did such a great work for God and touched the whole continent and the world.

 Now getting back to Dr. Moffat. As a very young man he left home one day and as he walked down the street from his home he heard his mother calling his name. She came to him and said:

“ Robert, Promise me something!” 

He said “What?”
“Promise me something” she said again! 

“Well, mother, you will have to tell me what it is before I can promise it to you.”

She looked at him and said, “It is something you can easily do!”
“Very, well mother, I will do anything you wish!”

She took his young face in her hands and said “ Robert, you are going out into a very wicked world, Promise me that you will begin every day with God and His Word and that you will close every day with God!”
Then she pulled his face toward her and kissed him.  Robert Moffat said those words and that kiss made him the missionary he became as he served Christ!

I think of the impact that this one mother had on her children. I want to say to you young mothers—you’re hard work and sacrifice is making a deep impact, not just on your kids, but on your world. 
Charles Spurgeon was asked the secret of his godly life and ministry and he replied “The prayers of my mother and the prayers of my church: this is the explanation of the life that I have lived in the world.”

The Mother of Jesus

Today as we honor motherhood, I want to look at a particularly moving incident that took place between Jesus Christ, the Son of God and his own mother as an example, not only for us to follow as sons and daughters, but also to encourage and inspire mothers who endure hardship, difficulty, and often grief in being faithful to your role. 

I’m going to ask you to turn in your Bible’s to John 19:25-27. I find this one of the most precious words between a mother and son in all of history. In fact, I don’t’ think if you scoured all of history and all of literature, you’d find something so beautiful. 

This is the story of Jesus Christ on the cross. You don’t need to know the setup, because you know that Jesus was zealously targeted by the religious and political elite in Israel, because He wasn’t the kind of Messiah they were seeking. You know he was unjustly tried and convicted. You know that some of the same crowds who cheered “Hosanna” also yelled “Crucify Him.”
And if you’re a believer, you also know that this was no ordinary death. This was the death of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Lamb slain for the sins of the world. This was God in the flesh, defeating sin and death on the cross. 

But today we see Jesus death from a bit of a different perspective. We see it from the perspective of a mother. 

A Touching Story
I want to read from this moving narrative and then discuss some key points and what Jesus’ interaction with his own mother teaches us on this Mother’s Day. 

Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. 
When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son! 
Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home. 
John 19:25-27 (KJV) 
1) Jesus Wasn’t Too Busy for His Mother and Neither Should We

If you could read the last words of someone before they died, they are words spoken from the heart. 

Now we know that the last words of Jesus on the cross really weren’t the last word, because Jesus rose again and He lives today. He speaks today through the Word of God and one day He will come back and speak and reign as king. 

But before Jesus experienced physical death, He uttered seven statements. He offered forgiveness to his captors. He offered salvation to one of the thieves. He expressed regret at the Father’s temporary forsaking of him. He cried out in thirst. He proclaimed, “it is finished.” And he committed His spirit to the Father. 

And here, we see, Jesus share his last will and testament, regarding his mother. 

You have to understand a bit of the culture of the times to fully understand what Jesus is saying. You see, in those days, the dying words of a Hebrew man were like His last will and testament. 

And here, Jesus, in keeping with the Hebrew law, is ensuring the welfare of His own mother. 

Most scholars believe, and we assume, that Joseph is dead. Men in those days worked very hard and didn’t live very long. Mary was a widow. In those days, there wasn’t much in the way of a social safety net to care for them. 

This is why Paul instructed Timothy to make sure the church cares for widows. This is why Naomi was so destitute in Moab when her sons and husband died. Often widows lived in abject poverty. 

Interestingly, Mary had other children. Jesus had brothers. So why did Jesus have to ensure Mary’s care? 

Well, first Jesus was the firstborn. It fell on the firstborn to care for the parents. But another reason is that Jesus’ family had long rejected him. They thought he was crazy and distanced themselves from him. Their relationship, was at best, estranged. 

I’m guessing things were probably frosty between Mary and her children. Could they be trusted to care for her? And what kind of comfort would they be to her in the intervening days after Jesus’ death? They’d be like Job’s friends: I told you, Mom, that Jesus was nuts with all of this Messiah talk. He should have just shut up and not stirred up so much controversy. 

What Jesus does is appoint John as the guardian of his Mother. Jesus says, ”Mom, behold your new son.” And he says to John, “John, behold your new mom.” 

Interestingly, many believe John’s own mother was here at the cross, Salome, who was a faithful follower. Some feel her and Mary were sisters. And I’m sure they had a special kinship, born out of their love for Christ and their following Jesus. 

I think the lesson here is so powerful. Jesus was in the midst of the agony and suffering of the cross. His work was of utmost importance. The salvation of the sins of the world. 
And yet, Jesus didn’t let that keep him from fulfilling his obligation to His mother. The law says, in Exodus 20:12, to “Honor Thy Father and Mother.” It is repeated in the New Testament, both by Jesus in the gospels and by Paul in Ephesians. 

This is a commandment we must obey. Nothing is as important as taking care of our family, especially our parents. Especially Mom. 

James Boice says this, “At the very moment at which he spoke these words, our Lord was dying for sinners. He was offering himself as satisfaction to the outraged justice of almighty God. Yet even at this moment, he does not fail to provide for her who was his mother.” 
William Barclay says, “There is something infinitely moving in the fact that Jesus in the agony of the Cross, in the moment when the salvation of the world hung in the balance, thought of the loneliness of His mother in the days when He was taken away. Jesus never forget the duties that lay to his hand.” 

This has deeply moved me and convicted me. God is telling me that nothing is as important as caring for my parents He gave me. And I confess that at times I have gotten so busy with ministry, so busy with life, that I have ignored or neglected my parents. For that I should be ashamed. 
The truth is that we should never be too busy for our parents. I want to say this to you, kids, love your parents. Make time for them. Do you know what they want most from you right now? Your time. To be with you. To talk to you.

When our parents get older, they get lonely. They get insecure. They are hurting and feeling as if society no longer needs them. We must be there for them and care for them.

If Jesus Christ, on the cross, could care for the welfare of his mother, we have no excuse. If we’re too busy, we’re too busy. 

You’ll notice that Jesus addressed his mother with the highest honor. He said,”Women” and today if we addressed our moms as “women” we might get slapped and we’d deserve it. But in those days to address someone as “Women” was the highest honor.” 

Sometimes I hear children talk to their Moms in the most disrespectful ways. And God hates that. It is shameful. Its awful. God hates it. 

Now, does honoring your Mom mean you always obey her and she rules your life? No. There comes a time in life when we move on as adults. But while we don’t always obey, we must always, always honor. 

I like what Ray Pritchard said about this passage: 

If you ever use your Christianity as a reason not to take care of your parents, you’re worse than an unbeliever. If you are a new Christian and your parents have not followed you in the faith, if you use that as a reason not to love them and care for them and honor them, you know nothing of what the Christian faith is all about.

We want to save the world, don’t we? We can save the world, but while we’re saving the world, let’s take the time to do what Jesus did. Don’t ever use your great calling as an excuse to get out of your basic moral obliga-tions. If the Lord Jesus Christ—beaten, bruised and bloody—if he had time for his parents while he was on the way to saving the world, then you have time for yours. That’s a sacred principle of Scripture.

Notice Jesus chose John for this job. It’s no secret that John was Jesus closest friend. Many feel he likely had a home in Jerusalem and could care for her. And John did that. For the rest of his life, John watched over Mary. And remember, John was the one apostle who wasn’t martyred, so Jesus knowing the future, knew John would be around a long time. 

Jesus went the extra mile to ensure his mother’s welfare. HE didn’t say, “well, if my brothers had their act together, they’d do it. Its not my job. I’m up here dying on the cross.” No, in the midst of his agony, he went all the way to care for her.

Sadly, as I visit nursing homes, I see many older people who have been dumped off and forgotten. Sad. Where are their kids? Its not right. 

Take care of Mom. Love her. Give her your time. This is not just a practical thing outside of the Gospel. This is the Gospel, it empowers us and motivates us to love those God has called us to care for. 

2) Jesus Provides Relief For Hurt, Angry, and Overwhelmed Mothers 

I think this story has such a powerful message for mothers today. We forget the hard life that Mary led. Here she was, a poor, obscure, faithful Jewish girl about to get married to the man of her dreams. Suddenly she’s thrust on the pages of history. 

First, she had to endure the lifelong scorn of her pregnancy. Let’s remember that in that culture, bearing a child out of wedlock carried such scorn and shame. She likely could have been stoned, had Joseph not intervened. 

And I’m guessing that even her family had doubts about her story. Remember she saw the angel. Joseph saw the angel. But nobody else did. 

And Jesus arrest probably resurrected those doubts about whether or not He was really virgin born and really the Messiah. 

And as we look at Jesus life, let’s look at it through the lens of a Mother. She saw her boy, the one she had raised and taught to be a man of God. The one she had fed and clothed and birthed. She saw this man ridiculed, unjustly accused, falsely charged. 

Here she sits at the foot of the cross, she’s older now. She’s tired. Think of the agony of seeing her son die. I’ve never watched someone die. But I can’t imagine the grief. And to watch your son die. And Jesus died in the most shameful, agonizing way a man could every die. No dignity. 
Remember, he was up there naked and shamed. He was beaten beyond recognition. He was bloody. Nails through his hands. And while Jesus may have been a pariah, a controversial figure. To us he is a hero, a Savior. 
But to Mary, Jesus would always be that little baby she gave birth to, in a crude shepherd’s cave in Bethlehem. He’d always be that little boy who wowed the teachers in the temple. He’d always be the kind, gentle, man who took care of her when others didn’t.
I give Mary credit for staying there at the foot of the cross. Everyone else left Jesus. But here Mary and her closest friends and John stood. They watched the mocking, the cruel sarcastic laughs of the soldiers. 

They saw them bet on Jesus’ tunic, as if Jesus was a commodity to be made money off of.  She heard the passers-by taunt him. She saw Pontus Pilate, who could have saved Jesus’ life, wash his hands and do nothing. 

She saw the corrupt leaders put forth their case. She saw the whips hit Jesus’ back. She saw it all. That was her son. Her son. 

Yet, like a good mother, she stood there with her son. Sometimes in this world, the only person who believes in you is your Mother. How many inmates have their moms standing with them. How many despised people in our society have their moms there. 

There is nothing quite like the love of a mother. There is nothing quite like the brokenness and despair and sense of helplessness that a mother feels. 

And yet I want to say to you mothers who are here today. That same Jesus, who in the midst of his agony and brokenness, saw the hurt of his own mother. He sees your hurt.

Moms have you suffered hurts? Bring them to the cross. Moms, have your children disappointed you? Bring them to the cross. Moms, are you overwhelmed, stressed, tired, lonely? Bring that to the cross. 

Because it is at the cross, where Mothers find relief, and strength, and hope. 

It is in the brokenness of Jesus that you find strength in your own brokenness. Jesus looks down at Mothers and puts them at a place of high honor.  
3) Jesus Not only Helps us Embrace our Natural Family, but gives us New Family 

There is one more thing that struck me about this story. Jesus bypassed his own brothers and ask John to care for his mother. I think Jesus was pointing to a new way. 
Through the brokenness and death of Christ, we who know Him found a new family among the people of God. 
Mary’s relationship with her other children was strained, at best. Now we know that later Jesus’ brothers came to faith and James even became the pastor of the first church. But in this moment, Mary’s close child was dying. She would have nobody. And yet, JEsus said, “Mom, here is your new son. Son, here is your new mom.”

Some of you are here today and you might have a poor relationship with your Mom. Maybe you don’t have a mom to be proud of. Maybe you’re mom wasn’t a good mom who should have taken care of you. 

But in the church, God can bring you others who can step in and be your Mom. They can provide the love and the concern you never got. Maybe you need to look around for an older person who can be a mentor, the Mom you never had. 

I think Jesus is saying to us, like he said to John. Take care of the Marys in your midst. Take care of the elderly widows. Take care of the lonely mothers whose children have abandoned them. 

It doesn’t matter if they’re related to you or if you’re really responsible for their care. Step in and do the right thing. 

And I know there are some of you here today who never had the privilege of being a mom. That is a hurt that will always stay in your heart. And yet, you can adopt sons and adopt daughters into your life. 

Maybe you can be a Mom to someone who doesn’t have one. There are many spiritual orphans, who need Mothers and Fathers. 

I think of our older ladies in this church. You are such mothers to the many children who come to Awana and Sunday School and Soccer Camp. You lovingly teach them the word and help them to grow. 

And even though maybe some of you never had children, there are hundreds of children you have influenced in this community. And when we get to Heaven, you’ll have a mansion-full of kids, who will each say, ”Thank you. I’m here because of your love and your faithfulness.” 

You see, that scene at the foot of the cross is a picture of the church. All around us, people laugh at Jesus. They play games at the foot of the cross. 

That’s because they don’t know what the cross brings. At the cross, you find reconciliation. You find love. You find people of all backgrounds, who come together united by Jesus love for them. You find new fathers and mothers and brothers and sisters in the Lord. 

Jesus said this himself: 

But he answered and said unto him that told him, Who is my mother? and who are my brethren? 
And he stretched forth his hand towards his disciples, and said, Behold, my mother and my brethren! 
For whosoever shall do the will of my Father who is in heaven, he is my brother, and sister, and mother. 
Matthew 12:48-50 (ASV) 
The truth his, and its no shame, sometimes you are closer to your church family than your real family. Some of you come in with terrible family baggage and you find comfort and hope with your church family. 
4) Jesus Always Keeps the Door Open 

Lastly, I think this message teaches us something about the love of God today. Think of John, who is here at the cross, but at some point during the crucifixion, ran in fear. 

And yet Jesus trusted this most important task, taking care of his mother, to him. He didn’t say, “Hey, John, thanks for leaving me buddy, especially in my hour of need.” 

No, because Jesus already forgave John. Jesus loved John. This is the Jesus we know. 

I want to say to you today, if you’re here, that its never too late to come back to Jesus. IF you’ve strayed from church, from the Lord, you might think Jesus doesn’t want any part of you. But oh, Jesus does. 

Come back. He’s not finished with you yet. 

I also want to say this. Don’t wait until you’re perfect or life is in just the right situation, to take care of your Mom, to tell her you love her. John was a recovering “Son of Thunder” with an anger issue. John had left. John was with Peter when Peter denied the Lord. 

And yet John is taking care of his new Mom. 

Action Steps

As we close, I want to include some important actions steps: 

1) There is nothing as important as taking care of your mothers. Today, do something for your Mom. Call her and tell her you love her. Even if she made mistakes. Even if she wasn’t perfect. Even if she was a less than perfect mother. She brought you into the world and God requires that you honor her, love her, and if necessary, forgive her. If Jesus wasn’t too busy on the cross, you certainly aren’t too busy. 
a. Give her a call.
b. Take her to lunch.
c. Bring her flowers.
d. Tell her you love her. 
2) Take care of the mothers in your life. Husbands honor your wives who bore your children. Don’t take that lightly. Cherish them. Serve them. Treasure them. 
3) Mothers, take your burdens, you’re cares, your expectations, your hurts, your trials, you’re disappointments, your struggles, your stress, take that to the cross. Because Jesus looks down with eyes of pity and eyes of warmth and eyes of compassion and sees you and loves you. The cross is the only place you’ll find relief. 
4) Church members, be moms to those who don’t’ have moms. Be sons to those who don’t have sons. At the foot of the cross we find a new family. We’ll all here because of our need for a Savior. We’re united in Christ. If you’re family is estranged, let this be your family. 

5) Sinners know that you can always run back to the cross. Jesus isn’t finished with you. He loves you. 
