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Intro: Tonight we continue our five part series, “Building a Culture of FAITH in the Family. We’re using the acrostic FAITH. So far we’ve covered three: 

Faithfulness—The call of parents to faithfully obey God in raising their children. We really looked at what is our job and what isn’t our job. 

Accountability – The importance of accountability structures in a family, that every member is accountable to God. We discussed the importance of discipline and boundaries in the life and development of a child. 

Integrity – The need for authenticity and character. How can we instill in our children character and integrity, the values that will endure. 

Tonight we continue with part four, how to build a culture of truth in the family. Tonight I have 6 points. 
1) The Freedom of Truth 

It was Jesus who said, “and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” John 8:32 (ESV) There is a freedom in knowing the truth. Now quite often we quote this verse as sort of a catch-all to vindicate ourselves. I’ve heard ruthless criminals say this to the media before they go in for trial.

But what Jesus is saying is that truth brings freedom. And honestly when Jesus says these words, He is referring to himself. Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. 

You see, there is only one truth in the world. There can only be one truth in the world. That sounds very narrow and intolerant, but it’s the most loving message there is. 

Why? Because untruth, the lies of the world may sound good, but they offer bondage. They offer hopelessness. They offer no purpose. 

We want our children to grow up knowing the truth, that is to know Jesus Christ, not in a religious, hand-me-down way, but in a personal, intimate, real way. 

We live in a culture of shifting standards. I see in our culture, across all spectrums a great Character Deficit. And it affects everything, from our economy, to our education policy, to our politics, to the church. And at the heart of it is a lack of one standard, a truth. 

I want our children to be guided by the truth, to be guided by Jesus, so that when the storms come, when they are tempted, when they leave for college and go on into life, they have a foundation, a worldview that is based on truth. 

And if we sow the Word of God into the hearts of our children in an authentic, vibrant, real-world way, it won’t come back void. David writes: 

Psalm 119:11 (KJV) 
11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.
And who will teach them besides us? It is our job as parents to teach them. Fathers, Paul says, “train your children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” 

I think of my job as a parent as this. I’m right now pushing back, defeating, destroying the lies that the world will tell them when they are older. We’re going on offense against whatever the enemy may sling at their minds in the future: Paul writes this: 

2 Corinthians 10:5 (KJV) 
5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 

There is a world out there that wants to corrupt them, to infuse them with their lies. 

2) The Responsibility of Teaching Truth 
Bible talks much about generational faith, passing the torch of truth to the next generation. Many times in the Old Testament, the Scriptures talk about training children and “children’s children.” I’ve highlighted a few. I’d like you to turn to three passages: 
Exodus 34:5-7 (ASV) 
5 And Jehovah descended in the cloud, and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of Jehovah. 
6 And Jehovah passed by before him, and proclaimed, Jehovah, Jehovah, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abundant in lovingkindness and truth, 
7 keeping lovingkindness for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin; and that will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's children, upon the third and upon the fourth generation. 

Deuteronomy 4:8-9 (ASV) 
8 And what great nation is there, that hath statutes and ordinances so righteous as all this law, which I set before you this day? 
9 Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes saw, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life; but make them known unto thy children and thy children's children; 

Isaiah 59:21 (ESV) 
21 “And as for me, this is my covenant with them,” says the Lord: “My Spirit that is upon you, and my words that I have put in your mouth, shall not depart out of your mouth, or out of the mouth of your offspring, or out of the mouth of your children’s offspring,” says the Lord, “from this time forth and forevermore.” 

It not enough to assume the church will teach our kids. We as parents can’t outsource that and hope someone else will train them in the truth.

This is our job. We can’t assume that because we are Christians and know truth that our kids automatically are. That is the great fallacy. I hear people say, “Well he was in church his whole life or all that he learned, how could he stray?”

But every generation needs a fresh encounter with God. And every generation must return and learn the “old paths,” as Jeremiah instructed the children of Israel. 

In the New Testament, Paul said that Timothy was the product of intentional training and teaching by his mother and grandmother. This gives great hope for single parents, broken families. You don’t have to surrender your children to the culture, simply because you are in a difficult situation. 

You can look to Timothy’s mother and grandmother for support: 
2 Timothy 1:3-5 (ESV) 
3 I thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, with a clear conscience, as I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 
4 As I remember your tears, I long to see you, that I may be filled with joy. 
5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well. 

You notice what Paul says? He says, “I’ve seen your sincere faith.” It first dwelt in his grandmother Lois, then his mother Eunice, and now, I am sure you.”
It was a sincere faith. An authentic faith. Truth. We’re not passing down denominations. We’re not passing down rules and systems and programs. 

There is no power in that. We’re passing down the truth of who Jesus is and how to have a relationship with God through Him. 

3) The Source of Truth
What is the source of truth that God has tasked us to pass down from generation to generation? 

It’s the Bible—this is the source of truth. Jesus said this: 

Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. John 17:17 (ESV) 
The Bible is the source of truth. And here is where I think we as parents can easily make a mistake. Sometimes, especially in those teen years, especially when we’re being challenged: We think we’re the source of truth.
But it’s about convincing our children that we’re right. It’s about communicating the truth of the Scriptures to them. 

I firmly believe we should allow our kids to wrestle with the truths of Scripture. They may even have a season of questioning, of wrestling. And sometimes that can cause us to panic. And we begin to get defensive and take it personal. 

But the surest way to turn kids off to God is to take it personal. WE have to always point them back to the Scriptures, to remind them that it’s between them and God. 

We must put the Bible at the center of our families. Why? Because the Bible has the answers for life:
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (KJV)
We want to ground our children in the Word of God. Not because we want them to join our church when they get older or because we want to pass down our “religion” to them. The truth is that our kids may go off and worship somewhere else, God  may call them to another state, another continent. 

But we want to hide the Word in their hearts, because the Word is powerful. As Paul writes to Timothy, he says that all Scripture is profitable. It helps form their worldview, gives them wisdom to make good choices, and builds them up into maturity as a man or woman after God. 

We have to be careful to base our families on the Word. Which means we must separate man’s opinion from God’s. 

Sometimes we can coopt legalistic attitudes about things that aren’t laid out in Scripture. And when we put an emphasis on our opinion, there is no power there. 

When we act as if our opinions are as equally valid as the Bible and our kid’s discover that our opinions were wrong, they may just dismiss the Bible as being wrong as well. 

4) Communicating Truth 
So how do we communicate the truth of the Word of God? First I want to share some Biblical concepts and some practical ideas: 

It is the Holy Spirit who is the primary teacher. Jesus said 

John 16:13 (ESV) 
13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.
I think we forget, in all the hard work and training and methods and books and seminars that the primary teaching agent in our child’s life is the Holy Spirit. 

Our responsibility is to expose our children to the Word of God and to a relationship with Jesus, but it is the Holy Spirit who is the change agent, not us. Sure, we should discipline and reinforce what we believe, but we ourselves as parents cannot produce change. 

The Spirit does. And so our efforts at parenting should be less geared toward conformity to our rules and more toward first introducing them to the gospel, getting them evangelized and then helping them walk with the Spirit of God. 

Only the Holy Spirit can transform the hearts of our children. Only the gospel can penetrate and offer life-change. You see, the key to raising good children is not our methods but the Gospel itself.  

Our goal is for God to get their hearts. Not for them to be miniature versions of us. But for them to know God in a powerful and passionate way. 
Now, some practical ways to introduce truth: 

Live it, don’t beat it into them. This is so important. I talk to so many who are away from the church, who had the Bible beat into them in a legalistic, misguided, ill-conceived, untruthful way. 

Make Christianity a life not a lesson. I’m all for family devotions, but not in a way that makes God boring and stodgy. And I believe what Deteronomy says that we infuse all of life with Christianity, that it we use every opportunity to communicate a biblical worldview. 
For instance, if you’re watching a movie, it’s a good time to discuss worldly wisdom with Biblical wisdom. Not in a judgmental, legalistic way, but in a fun way. Grace loves Disney and Princess movies and there are some really good values that are communicate through those. But there are also some things that are subtle, but worldly. So we use times to ask her questions. 

Now, I’ve seen parents get obnoxious with this, where they see a big hairy New Age plot behind every scene of Lion King. That’s dumb and that won’t stick. 

Use modern technology There are some terrific animated series out there that communicate the truth. While we were at the IFCA Convention, we just purchased a series of DVD’s that animate the entire Bible. We’re going to use them periodically in settings like Jr. Church and also have them for our families to check out and use at home. 
Grace has learned quite a bit from Veggie Tales, from Friends and Heroes, from 123 Penguins. I’m a big fan of Adventures in Odyssey and other creative things. 

Take every opportunity. Again, we want our children to know that to follow Christ doesn’t just happen on Sunday. But it’s a relationship. 

When they are hurt and sad, point them to Jesus as their Comforter. 
When they have trouble with friends, show them what the Bible says about friendship.

When someone in the family is sick, tell them of Jesus, the Great Physician.

When you’re in financial distress, use that as an opportunity to talk about faith in God. 

At Christmastime, teach contentment. When you’re in the store, teach them about greed and want. 

When you’re on vacation, show them the wonders of Creation. 

You see, the whole world is God’s. Not just at church on Sunday. All of life is under his domain. 

One of the reason we decided to enroll Grace at Westlake Academy is because I love their philosophy. It’s a biblical philosophy that all of life is God’s. So while teaching every discipline, math, science, history, it is taught from a Christian worldview. 

We want to teach our kids to expand their minds, to read, to appreciate art and culture, to know how to love others and serve. 
5) What Truths to Teach? 
So what truths to do we teach our children? 

First, we teach them the truth about how they were created. This is so important. So vital. I want you to turn in your Bibles to Psalm 139. 

I wish every young person could read this verse and know this passage. Every parent should read this to their children and teach it to them: 

Psalm 139:13-16 (ESV) 
13 For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb. 
14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well. 
15 My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them. 

I want my kids to know that they aren’t here randomly by chance. They aren’t a statistic. But they were created uniquely by God for a special purpose. Their bodies, their personalities, their talents, their gifts, their background, their opportunities, their parents. None of it was an accident. 

Our kids need to know this. This is the truth about who they are. And this truth will combat the lies of the devil and the world. This truth will infuse them with confidence to be who God created them to be. 

Every child was created in the image of God. I talk to so many young people who struggle with insecurity. They feel abandoned and alone. 

We need to teach them the truth about themselves – sinner in need of God’s grace. While each child was created in the image of God, they are also born into sin. And that sin will separate them from God and God’s best. It will lead them to a life of heartache. But where there is sin, there is grace. We need to share with them the whole message of the Gospel. 
Their sins have been forgiven, Jesus has restored them to God by the power of the cross. The resurrection has given them new life. And when they put their trust in the Gospel. 

And the gospel restores them to their original created purpose. Let me share a few verses with you: 

Ephesians 2:10 (NLT) 
10 For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. 

Each child is God’s masterpiece. And before the foundation of the world, God prepared a life and a plan for them. To rescue them from sin and to a life lived for God. 

Another powerful verse: 

Ephesians 1:5 (NKJV) 
5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 
1 Peter 2:9 (KJV) 
9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 

They are chosen and they adopted into the family of God. They have a purpose and a plan. 
Next week we’ll really dig into helping and guiding our kids toward God’s purpose in their lives. But we must infuse them with hope about who they are in the Lord. 

The truth about their accountability before God. We must let our kids know that they are not here randomly, they are accountable to God. Pauls says in Romans: 
So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God. Romans 14:12 (KJV) 
Every child is accountable to God. And one day they will stand before their Maker. Why do we teach them this? Not because we want them to live in fear, but to know and discover the truest way to happiness. 
We wan them to know they were put here for the purpose of glorifying God. 

6) The Balance of Truth (Grace and Truth)
Lastly, I want to discuss the balance of grace and truth. I want you to turn to one more passage. John 1. John writes this about Jesus: 

John 1:14 (ESV) 
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Jesus, in his entire life and ministry, was the perfect balance of grace and truth. Sometimes we conservative church people get all hot and bothered about truth. And honestly, we just spent most of this time talking about truth. 

But truth is a hammer without grace. And our homes must be laboratories of God’s unmatched grace. We must demonstrate grace toward our children and toward each other and in every relationship. 

Is you’re home a place of grace? A place where grace reigns? I have seen Christian homes where discipline was the highest priority, yet no grace. Sadly, those kids will end up thinking that God is an angry drill sergeant, that there is no possible way to measure up.
I’ve seen parents who are so tough on their kids, that they never, ever can win their approval. How sad, how unbiblical, how unlike Jesus. 

Our homes shouldn’t be a Christian version of West Point. Angela and I talk about this all the time. But we’re not running a boot camp. We’re running a home and I want our home, at all times, to be a place of refuge for our children. 

Even when our children mess up, because they will, they should always feel welcome at home. We have to communicate to them that while they sin, they are never out of the reach of God’s grace. 

Remember this. Paul called the law a slavemaster. It’s a mirror. It reminds us that we’re sinners, that we’ve fallen way short. And that we need a Savior. 

I want our children to understand, internalize, and live out God’s grace in their lives. To be grace-givers. 

Our desire shouldn’t be to raise little angry legalists. But to raise humble men and women of God whose lives are balanced by grace and truth. 

When we discipline and rebuke our children, we must always show grace and mercy. Sometimes we refuse to offer the same grace we expect them to show us. 

I will say this. Too often Christian kids raised in Christian homes are known for arrogance. For pride. For thinking they are always right. And that’s a shame, because that arrogance keeps people from knowing the Savior. 

I grew up with a lot of really good Christian kids, who knew their Bibles and never strayed from the path. But they were arrogant. They were out of touch with where people were, in their struggles and hardships. And they were of no use. 

I don’t want kids like that. I don’t want our children to look down on others, people who may look differently, or who are from different backgrounds or ethnic groups. Who may do church differently.

I want kids so gripped by God’s grace that they have compassion and mercy on those who are less fortunate, who can make a difference in this world. 
