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Intro: Today we ask the question. What does it mean to be God’s friend? I want to read our passage from the Scriptures today. If you will join me and turn to John 15: 
John 15:12-17 (NKJV) 
12 This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends. 14 You are My friends if you do whatever I command you. 
15 No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you. 17 These things I command you, that you love one another. 

We know Jesus just spoke of what it means to be connected to Him—life in the vine. He spoke to them of the Father’s provident care as keeper of the vineyard, of the relationship His followers have with God through Jesus Christ. 
Jesus spoke of abiding, this idea of lingering, of being close to Jesus, of being where Jesus is. His Word cleanses us. The closer we are to Him, the more he strips away the bad and good and make way for the great. 

Intro 2: Today, Jesus speaks in other terms. He uses another term: Friendship. What does it mean to be God’s friend? 

Friendship is an interesting concept in our culture. You might argue that we’re much more social now than we have ever been. We have a million ways to connect to each other. We have instant messaging. We have texting. We have cell phones. We have Twitter. We have Facebook. 

Speaking of Facebook—how many of you are on Facebook? Okay, some of you. Well, I’ve been on Facebook for about two years, mainly to promote my books and articles, but also to connect and reconnect with people and friends around the world. 

Because people have read my stuff and found me, I have about 1,000 friends on Facebook and about 250 followers on Twitter. That’s not really that many. I think the limit is 5,000 Friends then y0u have to move to a “fan page,” where people can “like” you. Some of you less than tech-saavy folks are rolling your eyes right now!
But here’s the question—are these real friendships? I mean, some of my Facebook friends are indeed some of my best friends, but most of them, I don’t really, really know. 

Jesus here is talking about real friendship and its single, identifying characteristic: love. 
The call of Jesus is the call to something different, something so profound that it completely sets apart the Christian from the world. Jesus had just exhibited this love by stooping down and washing their feet. 

He begins this section with a familiar command: Love one another as I have loved you. And he ends this passage with the same command. He says in verse 17 – I have told you these things—that you might love one another. 
This is a different kind of love. Not Hollywood love. Not Facebook love. Not sexual love. You see, we can’t muster up this kind of love. No, we only love as He has loved us. Romans says that the love of God is “shed abroad” in our hearts” by faith. 

In other words, we live that life in the vine—discussed in first part of this chapter. We get close to Jesus. We linger where Jesus is and the result of that is such an overflowing love that manifests itself back to Jesus and back to our fellow disciple. Then this love becomes the fruit that the Father, the Heavenly Gardner, desires. 
So let’s look at this special friendship, this special love and its six characteristics. 
1) A Sacrificial Love ​– sacrifice is the highest form of love 
How do we fulfill this commandment and love one another? The key is as I have loved you. Not only does this mean we love because we are loved, but Jesus’ love is the model. 

Jesus says, then in verse thirteen: “Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” The love of God, this supernatural agape love is first, sacrificial. 

There is no higher form of love. You can’t give more than your life. Recently, this entire community here in Wildwood and Gages Lake and Gurnee mourned the loss of a young man named Joey Demick. Joey was a solider in the Army, he was killed in Afghanistan. He was a graduate of Warren Township High-school, a member of Wildwood Presbyterian Church. 

He was honored with a huge funeral. They even used our parking lot for space. The governor was here. Some of you even knew Joey. 
He paid the ultimate price. Even in our secular society, we recognize that the ultimate price is someone’s life. That’s why we honor our veterans. We do this because they gave up part of their lives on behalf of ours. 

I think of the Baptist pastor recently killed in Afghanistan. He was a graduate of Maranatha Baptist Bible College in Wisconsin:

Captain Dale Goetz cared about the soldiers he served as an Army chaplain—both their physical and spiritual needs.

“He had a great burden for the soldiers,” said Jason Parker, pastor of High Country Baptist Church of Colorado Springs. “His specific prayer request was to see 300 soldiers come to Christ. He was also praying for God to call 10 of those soldiers into the ministry. That was one of his specific prayer requests.

“God was using him. He was very actively witnessing. He didn’t want to be just a social worker. He wanted to see soldiers hear the Gospel and trust Christ.”

Sacrifice is the highest form of love. And Jesus here is pointing to Himself, the ultimate sacrifice He’s about to make. It won’t be long now before he’ll surrender to authorities and be led to Calvary. 

And there Jesus gave his life. You see what Jesus gave was even more precious than what soldiers give. Because Jesus gave his innocent life for those who didn’t deserve. While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

And more than that, Jesus gave what He didn’t have to give. You see, every human being will die. And so even a heroic, sacrificial death only delays the inevitable. But Jesus was life. He was immortal. And yet Jesus voluntarily took on human flesh and experienced death in order that we might have life. 
Jesus sacrifice was also higher than any human sacrifice, because Jesus knew He would die. Most of us, if we are ever called to die for someone, don’t know our whole lives that we will do this. But Jesus came to this earth as a baby and knew that He would face the cross. 

Jesus death was also higher, because Jesus died for us when we were his enemies. True, he calls us his friends, but we’re only his friends, because of his death. I like Paul’s comparison in Romans: 

Romans 5:7-8 (ESV) 
7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 
8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Jesus death was also higher—because it was spiritual death. He was separated from God. He took on the sins of the world. 
No man’s sacrifice will ever compare. All our sacrifice is but a shadow of the ultimate one Jesus made. 

You see, real love, real friendship, involves giving something up. The world says that love is about being happy, about getting something, about doing your own thing. They say its about lust, about sensuality.

But the Bible says love is something different. It points to a cross, on a lonely hill. Calvary is the highest form of love. 

And so it is that God calls us Christians to real love. He calls us to love our brothers with sacrificial love. 

You see, few of us will be called to literally die for each other. But we should be willing. And we should live this radical life every single day. 

Loving God and loving each other by giving, by laying our lives down on the line.
2) An Obedient Love – 
You and I cannot replicate what Jesus did. Sometimes I get frustrated when we say all the time, “What would Jesus do?” or “Do what Jesus did.” Which we should, except, Jesus doesn’t expect us to do what He did, because we can’t. 

But, having set forth the highest standard of love—which is sacrifice, Jesus calls us to do the same. How? By obedience, by taking up our cross. Jesus says in verse 13: 

 You are My friends if you do whatever I command you. 
You won’t understand this verse unless you understand that it goes with the verse prior. Jesus said this. He said, the ideal of friendship, the ideal of love is what HE did, to lay His life down for his friends. 

Then he says, “if you want to replicate that love, if you want to love me back, obey my commandments.”

In other words, Jesus is inviting us into that life of sacrificial love, to be His friend, by obeying his commandments. 

We look at the cross and we fall down and we worship. We’re in awe, because of JEsus’ great love for us. And we wonder how we can possibly love Jesus. And Jesus says, “No, you can’t love me like I loved you, but you can be a friend by obeying me.” 

You see, Jesus didn’t come to completely abolish the law. No, what he did was give purpose to the law, to fulfill it. Every single of the ten commandments is repeated in the New Testament, except for one—the Sabbath. 

But we keep Jesus’ words and commandments, not because we have to or because it’s a good way to live or because Jesus will love us more. 

We keep the commandments and obey him, because this is how we love. This is how we lay our lives down. This is how we sacrifice. 

We live our daily Christian lives in the shadow of that great sacrifice, in the shadow of the cross. And this phrase, “If ye do” in the original Greek, is a present active subjunctive, which could read, “if you keep on doing.” In other words, it implies a continuous obedience.
We obey continually, we abide in him, we linger near him, we follow and walk and obey, because we love. We live out His Word, because this is how we can love God. 
And make no mistake, it is a sacrifice. Jesus is calling us to something beyond what is easy. He calls us to take up our cross, to serve Him daily, to discipline ourselves toward godliness. We do this in the shadow of Calvary. WE do this, because this is how we love God. 

To live for God, to love God, to be God’s friend means we labor. We work hard. We toil. We give something. Paul said this: 
1 Thessalonians 2:9 (ESV) 
9 For you remember, brothers, our labor and toil: we worked night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you, while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. 

But why do we labor. Not for the church. Not for prestige. Not for our own gain. Not to earn God’s smile. We labor because this is how we love. There is no higher form of love than to daily sacrifice. 

Ask me how much someone loves Jesus and I will ask you how much they are wiling to sacrifice for him. Their time, their treasure, their talent. 

Many of you volunteer a lot of hours here in this church. You work night and day, outside of your own jobs. Many of you have a hard life, working a lot. 

Many of you give generously. You not only tithe ten percent, but you give more. 

Many of you are on your knees. You’re in the word. 

Mom’s you’re giving up a lot to raise your children well and in the Lord. Dad’s you’re working hard to raise a family and be the example for them. 

And you’re very tired. But when you question and wonder if its all worth it, remember, you’re working for Jesus in the shadow of the cross. And you’re sacrifice is the highest form of love. 

You’re taking up the cross daily. And even though you’re tired. Even though you’re sweating. Even though you’re bank account is less, you’re living as God’s friend. There is such joy there. 

Those of you who sit on the margins and don’t really live your life in surrender to Jesus—you’re not really living in the shadow of Calvary. And you know what you’re missing? You’re missing that abundant life, that life of friendship and relationship with Christ. 

If you’re not giving regularly and systematically with your money, you’re missing out on an opportunity to love Jesus in a sacrificial way. 

If you’re not volunteering and serving in some capacity at church, serving the body in community, you’re missing out on an opportunity to love Jesus sacrificially. 

If you’re inconsistent, hit and miss in church, rarely read the Scriptures, and generally live an atheistic life, you’re missing out. 

I don’t know about you, but I want my life to reflect Calvary. I want my life to point to the cross. I want to be able to say, yes, I was tired and gave a lot of time and energy to the Kingdom, but why did I do that? I want to be able to point to the cross and say, “That is why I do it. That’s the highest ideal.” 

Ladies, when you serve in that nursery, it seems like a drudgery and you wonder what the benefit is. But you’re giving and sacrificing for your fellow members—when you do this you are loving like Calvary. 

Men, when you usher, when you do work around the church, when you volunteer, you are loving like Calvary.

People, when you stay late to help with an event or you come early to help with an event, you are loving like Calvary.  

3) An Authentic Love – Not servants, but friends
What Jesus invites us to, again, is not a religion, but a relationship. Read his powerful words here: 
You are My friends if you do whatever I command you. 
15 No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you.
When Jesus speaks of friends, He is speaking on our level. We may not be able to understand all the deep things of God, but we can understand friendship. God created us for friendship. In Genesis, at the dawn of creation, God affirmed man’s need and desire for community and relationship when he said, “It is not good for man to be alone.” 

Jesus is saying something here. He is saying that he is inviting us into a friendship that is beyond any  human friendship. First, based on sacrifice, second secured by His death, third, kept alive in our hearts by our obedience to Him, and now fourth, made richer by Jesus’ authenticity with us. 

Jesus said that we are no longer servants, but friends. R. Kent Hughes writes this about Jesus words,

In the culture of that day, slaves were considered little more than objects. Even Aristotle put slaves on the same level as inanimate objects—agricultural implements. In Jesus' day, typically masters did not share with their slaves, just as typically today employers do not share their deepest thoughts with employees. But in genuine friendship, there are no spiritual barriers.Preaching the Word - Preaching the Word – John: That You May Believe.
In other places, we’re called Sons of God. We’re full heirs. Dear Christian, do you realize what this means? This is powerful. 

You see, a servant, a slave, just does whatever He is told. There is no explanation. No purpose. No rhyme or reason. The slave is motivated by survival. He doesn’t want to die. 

No most of us don’t understand that. But we might think of God as an employee. We do what he tells us, we get our check, and shut up. But our relationship with Jesus can be so much more. 

Sure, we obey Jesus because He tells us too, but Jesus has been open with us. He shared with the disciples the plan of God. He didn’t hide anything from them. And we have the rest of the New Testament and all of Scripture, we can mine the depths and know God’s plan intimately. 

You, sometimes I think we act as if we’re still slaves. This is really religion, in many ways. Where you just come and do stuff without really knowing why. But Jesus invites us to more than that. He invites us to an authentic relationship with him. 

Now, interestingly, Jesus called Judas a friend, in the garden, when Judas was about to betray him. And yet here he says you’re not my friends unless you obey me? 
What does this mean? I think Jesus is saying this. There is an invitation for all to not only believe and trust Jesus, but also to be his friend through obedience and faith. Even at the very moment of betrayal, Jesus was inviting Judas into that relationship. 

Later Paul would describe himself as a slave, but it was voluntary. In other words, Jesus invites us to be His friend, but the deeper we go in worship, the deeper we go in obedience, our hearts naturally want to lay ourselves out there and sacrificially lay ourselves on the altar. Why? Because, as Paul says in Romans, its our “reasonable service.” We don’t have to do it, but we do it because we are living in the shadow of Calvary. 

I think this speaks to the nature of real friendship. Jesus set the standard for real friendships. They are not only sacrificial, they are not only giving. But real friendships are authentic. 
A real friend can share his heart with another friend. HE can be safe to unload his life and instead of finding condemnation, he finds love and truth. Are you’re friendships like this? 

Sadly, in the church, we have superficial friendships, not authentic ones. At the end of this section, Jesus says, “I have told you these things, so you love one another.” This is how you love. You give. You sacrifice. You open up your heart and be authentic. You don’t hold anything back. 

By the way, this is also the relationship Jesus is looking for from us. David got it right when he said, “Search me and know me.” You see, Jesus has not held anything back. He has given us everything. 

It’s time to give everything to Him. Share your heart with him in prayer. You’re fears, you’re desires, you’re dreams, you’re hopes. This is how you love Jesus. 

4) A Condescending Love – You didn’t choose me, I chose you. 
When I say condescending love—I don’t mean arrogance. Jesus says, “you didn’t choose me, but I chose you.” This one of those verses that non Calvinists like to skip and pretend isn’t in the Bible. 

But it is here and we must reckon with it. And I believe it is a verse of hope. The truth is this. Jesus did choose us. What does this mean? I believe this serves as a reminder of God’s love and friendship. 

You see, we often pat ourselves on the back and act as if we did this great thing by coming to faith in Christ. We forget the state we were in, before Christ. We forget we were dead. We forget we were depraved. We forget that our hearts were so dark and blackened with sin that we couldn’t worship God. Isaiah tells us that even our good things are like filthy rags. 

These disciples had just had an argument about who would be greater in the Kingdom. And so do we. But Jesus says real love, real friendship, real sacrifice means never forgetting where we were, what we came from. 

You see, we don’t love God because we are good people. No, we love Him, because He first loved us. He took the inititiave. Paul writes in Philippians: 
Philippians 2:6-8 (ESV) 
6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

Humility as the heart of our service to Him. We should never forget that it was God who stooped to love us. The God of Heaven, left His home, took on human flesh and dwelt among sinful men. 

He took on the form of a servant. There is a Gaither Vocal Band song that says, “He came down to my level, because I couldn’t get up to His. With His strong arms, he lifted me up and showed me what loving is.” 

You see real love is not exalting ourselves. Real love is not self-love. Its sacrificial. Its humble. John writes this: 

1 John 4:10 (KJV) 
10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

This is the height of love. Sometimes I think we longtime Christians lose our sense of awe and wonder at the grace and mercy of God. Our love grows stale, because we’ve drifted so far from Calvary, we actually think this was our idea, that we’re good people. And Jesus says, “never forget where you were.” 

Many years after Calvary, as his days on earth were waning, John wrote these words, 
1 John 3:1 (KJV) 
1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 

No, we didn’t choose Jesus. HE chose us. We didn’t come to Jesus. He came to us. And this is the pattern for real love. 

You see, real love takes the first step. IT loves the unlovable. Agape love means we do good and sacrifice and pray for and weep with those who are unlovable. The dirty wretches of this world—why? Because that’s Calvary’s love. 

It means we go the extra mile for those who have hurt us, mistreated us. This is real friendship. Real love. Real sacrifice. 

Husbands, go love your wife. Don’t wait for her to be that woman you think she should be. Love her because you live in the shadow of Calvary and Jesus loved you when you were a sinner. 

Wives, stop nagging your husband to be that man you think he should be. Start believing in him. Take the first step and encourage his heart. Why? Because you live in the shadow of Calvary and Jesus believed in you when you were a sinner. 

Before you were his friend. Parents, love your kids, not for what they can bring you, but because you too are a sinner in need of this love. You too live in the shadow of Calvary. 
4) A Missional Love – You are to bear fruit – we have a mission
Why did Jesus choose us? He chose us for a purpose. Jesus says in verse 16, “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: 

Mission is a defining characteristic of friendship. You ex-military guys—you’ll know this. Nothing unites a group of men than having a singular, solitary mission. 
There is something about mission that unites people. A common purpose. 

Folks, Jesus is calling us together as believers, as branches, to be on mission with Him. And he’s not just calling a few really spiritual people. He’s calling everyone. Every single member of the body of Christ. 

God’s will is not for Christians to drift. His will is not mediocrity, but mission. His will for you and for me is to bear fruit, to go on mission with Him to spread His lifegiving love throughout the world. 

And what’s cool is that the mission we are called it is an everlasting, eternal mission. Jesus said that his desire is for us to have fruit “that remains.” In other words, what we’re doing here, together, as a body of believers, is for eternity. 

You see, if we live in the shadow of Calvary. If we love as Jesus loves, sacrificially, humbly, remember God’s grace and mercy. If we love each other like that and we get united around what God is doing here—there is no telling what will happen in this community and around the world. 

You see, its hard to get motivate for a lot of things. Its hard to sacrifice for things that will fade. And many people will come along and ask you to do a lot of things. 
You only have so much time and energy. But Jesus is saying this. This is something worth laying your life down for. He is someone worth entrusting your life too, because this is fruit that remains. It’s eternal. 

Friend, you’re not here as a statistic, another number, a forgotten soul. You were chosen by God. He stooped down from Heaven, rescued you and is restoring you to your original purpose, which is to bear fruit and glorify Him. 

Don’t spend you’re life drifting. Spend our life loving God and loving each other. Because after all, this is God’s sovereign purpose for your life. 
6) An Intercessory/Equipping Love – All the father gives me I give you
Jesus then says, “that whatsoever you ask the Father, in my name, He will give you.” Its interesting here, because Jesus has said these words a few times before. 

Why repeat so much? Well, He really wants us to understand that where God calls, he equips us. And when we’re in friendship with God, united in Him in mission, sacrificially loving and giving, God opens up Heaven and equips us for everything we need. 

This is at the very heart of friendship. The Marines have a saying, “No man left behind.” And Jesus won’t leave you behind. He is daily intercessing with the Father so you have all you need to live the live God called you to live, to complete the work and mission He has called you to do. 

Peter writes: 

2 Peter 1:3 (ESV) 
3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, 

What amazes me is that Jesus intercedes for us. And I think Jesus is repeating Himself here to remind us that real friendship is a friendship based on prayer. 

Just as Jesus prays for us, so we should pray for each other. Intercessory prayer should be a hallmark of our church. WE print up those prayer sheets. We put them in the bulletin. We send out emails. 

Not because we have nothing better to do. But because real love, expressed by the body, is to pray for each other. This is an area where everyone can love. 

Some of you can’t do much physically, but you can pray for a brother or sister in need. Some of you can’t give money, but you can pray for a brother or sister in need. 

Jesus prays for you. You pray for your brother. Pray that you’re brothers linger near Jesus. Pray that your brother loves Jesus. Pray that your brother stays faithful in obedience. Pray that you will be united with your brother on mission for God. 

Closing: 

Jesus ends with these words, “John 15:17 (KJV) 17 These things I command you, that ye love one another.”

In other words, “This is what real love looks like.” Love like this. And its no coincidence that the very next section talks about the trouble we’ll face as Christians in the world. It’s a world that will get increasingly hostile to Christianity. 
And the only way we can live for God is to first abide in Him and then to love our brothers with a  sacrificial, Calvary love that binds us together. 
Dr. Warren Wiersbe says this: 

This study began in the vineyard and ended in the throne room! The next study will take us to the battlefield where we experience the hatred of the lost world. If we are not abiding as branches and obeying as friends, we will never be able to face the opposition of the world. If we do not love one another, how can we ever hope to love lost men and women in the world? If we are not marching together as the friends of the King, we will never present a united front to the enemy.

So I as you, as we close, some questions to ponder: 

1) Ask yourself, am I a friend of God. Am I willing to associate with Christ? Am I willing to die for the gospel? Does my life demonstrate a friendship with God? 

2) Am I living in the shadow of Calvary, am I loving and giving sacrificially because of what Jesus did for me? 

3) Am I loving my brother with sacrifice, with authenticity, with humility, with grace? Am I taking the first step in establishing those relationships in the body of Christ? 

4) Are we as a church pursuing authentic community, centered around a common mission to bear fruit for Christ in this community and around the world? 

I want to close with a final story. Last year, I went through probably the toughest season of my life. I remember distinctly one day when it seemed everything caved in. To make it worse, my wife was out of town and I felt alone. 

I remember turning on my iPod and listening to Chris Rice’s “Come to Jesus” song and it refreshed my soul. But what helped me most was the community here, you guys. 

You guys loved me. I distinctly remember calling up Terry Barker and talking to him on the phone. I remember his words of truth and grace. That man is a brother to me and I will never forget him. I remember him saying, “Dan, just remember. You’re doing God’s work. We support you. You’re right.”

I remember Eddie, always sticking in there for me as a friend. He was a true friend in every sense of the word. He was a brother. 

I’ll never forget having dinner with Pastor Bill and his wife. Their comfort and fellowship swept over me. They loved me. 

I remember my wife crying with me over the phone and telling me she loved me and supported me all the way. 

Guys, this is real love. We all have different personalities, differing backrounds, differing skills and talents. But we have something here that unites us. Its our love for Jesus and His love for us. 
Let’s never lose that. Let’s stay close to Jesus. Let’s live in the shadow of Calvary. 
