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Most of us have never, ever understood what it means to be really poor. So poor you can’t afford to eat. 

We see pictures of kids with distended stomachs in Africa and our hearts go out and we cry, and we might even write a check, but we have no idea what it means to go to bed at night hungry. 

In fact, Americans, even in a recession, have an overabundance of food. Many of us even struggle with overindulgence. We pay people or companies or systems to help us cut back on our consumption. 

But to the Jewish people at the turn of the century, who followed Jesus’ every move, who were fascinated by this man’s claims and his miracles, bread was not something they took for granted. In fact, bread was a luxury. It was a currency. It was what sustained them in life. 
When Jesus’ spoke the words “Give us this day our daily bread,” words we skip over when reciting the Lord’s Prayer—those were words that resonated with his audience. Because for many of them, who lived hand-to-mouth, they didn’t’ now if that day they would get their daily bread, their daily rations. 

And to achieve bread, it wasn’t a matter of stopping at the store and buying a loaf. Instead, it was an arduous process, usually done by the wife or the daughter or the slaves of a wealthy man. They chose from what or barley or other lesser grains like millet, spelt, beans or lentils. It was ground into fine flour, then sifted. Then mixed with water, kneaded on a small leather trough, given time to rise. Then it was fired on either a hot stone, a baking pan over a fire, or in an oven. The ovens were typically bowl ovens, jar ovens or pit ovens. 

I’ve actually seen this bread made over in Israel or in Egypt to this day. 

So when Jesus spoke to these people, he spoke in their language. Bread and water were the currency they understood. And therefore his miracle of feeding the thousands with simple loaves and fishes was not just the sign that He was something greater than a man. 

This miracle made them believe that Jesus could be the answer to their greatest needs. He superseded the baking process, suspended the laws of nature to feed their hungry stomachs in a way that they had never been fed before. 

And so this miracle gave Jesus an incredible audience to share with them the profound truths of who He was and who God is and what life, real life, is all really about. 

When we Americans think of bread, we think of a luxury. Some of us trying to lose weight actually lay off the bread. We throw bread out. Bread companies in our area actually give us extra bread that doesn’t sell to give to the needy. If you walk into a Goodwill store or a Salvation Army store, by far the most popular appliance for sale there, second hand, is a bread maker. How many of you have a bread maker and don’t use it? I’ve been trying to get Angela to buy one, but she insists we won’t ever use it. 

So bread really just doesn’t mean that much to us. But it meant a lot to the people of that day. It wasn’t a luxury. It was their sustenance. So every time you see the word, bread, in the gospels or even in the rest of the Bible, think food. Think survival. 

The Way We Look At God

A.W. Tozer said that the way we view God is the most important thing about us. And in Jesus words to the children of Israel, he challenges their view of God. Let’s open the Gospels and read John 6, verse 30-30

30 They said therefore unto him, What sign shewest thou then, that we may see, and believe thee? what dost thou work? 31 Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat. John 6:30-31 (KJV) 

Let’s just stop here and ponder what they are saying. To us, reading this, it sounds like these people were ridiculous. I mean Jesus had just turned a Happy Meal into a buffet for like 30,000 plus people. And yet it wasn’t good enough for them? But let’s look deeper. 

For the Jewish people, their gold standard was Moses, because Moses gave them the law, He led them out of Egypt, and under Moses, Israel really formed as nation instead of a race of people. 

And so, they told Jesus, “Yes, you fed us and that was really great, but Moses gave us daily sustenance for 40 years.” They didn’t have to work for their food. They didn’t have wonder what they would eat. They didn’t have to go to bed hungry. So, in their world, what Moses did trumps what Jesus did.” 

And that’s how they knew God was real. He took care of their daily sustenance. Don’t we do this same thing? We judge God and weigh God and examine God thru the faulty prism of our own needs and desires. 

So if God is real, then He’ll take care of me. I’m not talking about big expensive luxuries, I’m talking survival. 

If God is real, he’ll get me a job in this terrible market. 

If God is real, then he’ll put my marriage back together. 

If God is real, he’ll get me out of debt.
If God is really real, he’ll find me a wife or find me a husband. 

If God is real, he’ll allow us to have children. 

We put conditions on God. We view God thru our own prism. And then when that one thing—our bread, our survival—doesn’t come thru, we say, like these people did, Jesus, Christ, you’re not real. You’re a fraud. You’re a fake. You’re now who you say you are. 

Because I didn’t get what I wanted or needed. 

All You Need is Jesus Christ 

But let’s listen to what Jesus says in reply. He doesn’t rebuke them. But he corrects their theology. Let’s read: 

32 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world. John 6:32-33 (KJV) 

First of all, he reminds them. Moses is just a man. Who equipped Moses? It was God. And that same God, who equipped Moses, sent Jesus Christ to the world. Jesus Christ is the real “bread.” You think you need bread to survive in the world, but I’m telling you that you need me. I’m your bread. I’m your daily sustenance. 

I want to unpack this a bit. The Jewish people did what you and I do. We look at God thru the prism of what He can get us. Can he heal me? Can he get me a job? Can he find me a mate? If not, he’s not real. If God doesn’t do those things, we give up on him and go back to what we know or what we think works. In the case of Israel, it was Moses and the law—after all Moses sustained them with manna for 40 years. 

What do we do? We go back to what we know. Instead of using our hunger or need to drive us to Jesus Christ, we go back to those things that we think carried us before. 

We rely on our gifts.

We look to other people to solve our problems.

We depend on the institutions that have helped us along the way. 

And what God is saying to us is this. Who do you think enable those things you rely on for survival? God the Father did. But God the Father is offering something so much better than manna that spoils. He can do more than Moses did. 

God is offering true bread. Bread that gives life to the world. See the manna couldn’t give life, could it? Later Jesus said that those who ate the manna died in the wilderness. 

And anything you think you need to survive: a job, a mate, love, money—it will eventually die as well. And it doesn’t bring life. God offers true bread, true sustenance, true life. 
An Unbelievable Offer

So like the woman at the well, who was offered water that would keep her from thirsting, I don’t think these people understood that Jesus was talking about the spiritual. But they knew it was an offer they couldn’t refuse. Let’s see their response: 

34 Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread. 35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. 36 But I said unto you, That ye also have seen me, and believe not. John 6:34-36 (KJV) 

This was the first of several “I Am” statements of Jesus. You know that when Jesus says “I Am” it is a bold declaration of who He is. He is claiming to be God and one with God. But in these I Am statements is also a claim about God’s character: 

· In John 8:12 He says, “I am the light of the world” 

· In John 10:7 and 9 He says, “I am the door.”

· In John 10:11,14 He says, “I am the Good Shepherd”

· In John 11:25, He says, “I am the Resurrection and the Life.” 

· In John 14:6, He says, “I am the way, the truth and the Life.” 

· John 15, He says, “I am the vine”

Do you see what Jesus is saying here? He touches every area of life and says, I can sustain you and provide for you. Jesus is speaking to their greatest physical need. Their greatest human need. Their greatest spiritual and emotional need. Jesus is saying, “I am all you need.” 

We, like those Jewish people, like to disconnect Jesus from our everyday life. We say, I don’t want to hear any more about Jesus, I just want a job. I don’t want to hear anymore about Jesus, I just want a boyfriend or a girlfriend. I don’t want to hear anymore about Jesus, I just want relief from my health issues. 

Jesus says, “Come to me and I will be everything you need.” In Matthew 6:33 Jesus powerfully said, “Seek ye first—not your own welfare, not your own needs, not your job or your relationship or your finances, but the Kingdom of God. And all these things will be added to you.” 

I’m reminded of a simple chorus we used to sing at camps growing up. “Christ is all I need. Christ is all I need, all, all I need.” 
There’s a story of a Phillippino missionary, who was asked by an American pastor, “Sir, how do you and your family survive on rice? Don’t you get tired of it after a while?” 

The PHillipino missionary replied, “Pastor, we don’t even need rice. We only need Jesus.” 

A Jesus Who Satisfies

You see there is a big lie out there folks. Watch the Beer commercials. Watch TV, Read the ads. It’s this. That stuff will make you happy. But does it? 

I read an interesting article in Time Magazine recently. It was part of an issue that focused on the changes people are making during this recession. More than any recession since the Great Depression, people are making sacrifices. And many people, including me, think that perhaps America needed this as sort of a reset on our values. We grew too materialistic, too big, too arrogant. 
The author, Nancy Gibbs, writes this: 

“Sometimes we change because we want to: lose weight, go vegan, find God, get sober. But sometimes we change because we have no choice, and since this violates our manifest destiny to do as we please, it may take a while before we notice that those are often the changes we need to make most. We ran a good long road test of the premise that more is better: we built houses that could hold all our stuff but were too big to heat; we bought cars that could ferry a soccer team but were too big to park; we thought we were embracing the simple life by squeezing in a yoga class between working and shopping and took an extra job to pay for it all.

No one wishes for hardship. But as we pick through the economic rubble, we may find that our riches have buried our treasures. Money does not buy happiness; Scripture asserts this, research confirms it. Once you reach the median level of income, roughly $50,000 a year, wealth and contentment go their separate ways, and studies find that a millionaire is no more likely to be happy than someone earning one-twentieth as much. Now a third of people polled say they are spending more time with family and friends, and nearly four times as many people say their relations with their kids have gotten better during this crisis than say they have gotten worse.

A consumer culture invites us to want more than we can ever have; a culture of thrift invites us to be grateful for whatever we can get. So we pass the time by tending our gardens and patching our safety nets and debating whether, years from now, this season will be remembered for what we lost, or all that we found.”

As a pastor, I hope this is the case. Sadly, many Christians got caught up in the consumer culture, didn’t they? They forgot that stuff doesn’t make us happy. I’ve often said that it’s harder to live in America with so much prosperity than other places where life is simple and there is not so much pull and tug on your heart. 

Some of us have bought into the lie that the American dream of wealth is somehow part of God’s will. But clearly here Jesus says that He has something so much richer and more satisfying than earthly gain. Ultimate satisfaction. 

Some of you have drunk from the fountain of materialism and have been found wanting. Some have eaten the bread of the so-called good life. And you’ve come up empty. With Jesus Christ, you’ll not come up empty. He satisfies. 

I was reading Leadership Journal magazine this week and I read a fantastic article by a pastor named Skye Jehtani. It was titled, “Stranded in Neverland.” He writes, “The dilemma posed by consumerism, including the Christian variety, is not the endless manufacturing of desires, but the temptation to settle for desires far below what we were created for.” He then quotes C.S. Lewis who wrote, “indeed, if we consider the unblushing promises of reward and the staggering nature of the rewards promised in the Gospels, it would seem that Our Lord finds our desires, not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered to us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at sea. We are far too easily pleased.”
I want to say to you today, we as Christians are far too easily pleased. God offers us so much more in Him than mere bread or mere pleasure. Let’s reject that and reach for what is best. Jesus Christ Himself. 

The Security and Love of What Christ Offers

At this point, I’m sure the hearts and eyes of the listeners of Jesus were open and astonished. Next week, we’ll see that not everyone believed him. So Jesus continues by explaining just what the Father gives that is better. He does this by sharing three important parts of the Gospel message. 
Availability 
Security
Love 

37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. 38 For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. 39 And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day. 40 And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day. John 6:37-40 (KJV) 

Security, Availability, and Love 

Bottom of Form

These three are the essential parts of the Gospel message. 

First, Jesus says that we are secure in our salvation. I can’t tell you how many Christians I have met who doubt their salvation. They feel or have been taught that, yes you believe on Jesus Christ to pay for your sins, but there could be something you might do to lose your salvation. 

But let’s review the wording and the language Jesus uses. 

Him that cometh to me, I will in no wise cast out. Does Jesus reject anyone for salvation? No. Is there any sin or any sinner too big for God’s grace? No. Can you be cast out of God’s loving arms? Absolutely no. 

Then he says, It is the Father’s Will—that everyone who comes to Jesus will not be lost. Jesus isn’t like us. He doesn’t lose things. We lose stuff. 

We lose our keys.

We lose our wallets.

We might even lose our children if we don’t keep on eye on them.

But Jesus said that He will never, ever lose us. He keeps us. And how long does he keep us? Until that last day when we’ll rise again with Him. 

If you believe that you can lose your salvation, you essentially believe that Jesus isn’t capable or good enough to keep you saved. Because your security isn’t dependent upon how you feel that day or that you keep up your end of the bargain. Its dependent upon Jesus Christ and his ability to keep you. That, by the way, is faith. Faith that Jesus Christ can save you by his blood and keep you saved. 
Now, the next item. Availability. 
Now, theologians and pastors and ordinary Christians have wrestled over these verses for years and years and years. There is a divine paradox. How can God be perfectly sovereign and yet how can man have a free will. I have some Calvinist friends and some preachers that I highly respect who would say that God superintended who would believe and who would not believe. I disagree. I don’t’ understand the complexities of God’s sovereignty, but I read verse 37 and it tells me a few things:

1) Nobody comes to faith in Christ without being drawn by the Holy Spirit. Anyone who is here is here because the Holy Spirit did a work on their heart. 

2) So who are the elect? A select group of people earmarked by God ahead of time for salvation? I believe the elect are the whosoever. I believe the Holy Spirit does the drawing, but I believe He is drawing all men. So I believe the elect, the chosen, are the ones who humbled themselves and came to Christ. 
3) Salvation is open to all. Verse 40 says that all who a) see and b) believe will have eternal life and will be raised the last day. In my world, all means all. Not some, not part, not the good religious people. All. 
Let me quote one of my favorite old-time preachers, J. Vernon McGee: 

“Election and free will are both in this verse. "All that the father giveth me shall come to me" states a truth, and that is election. But wait a minute! "And him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out" is also true, and "him that cometh to me" is free will. I don't know how to reconcile them, but they are both true. The Father gives men to Christ, but men have to come. And the ones that come are the ones, apparently, whom the Father gives to Him. You and I are down here, and we don't see into the machinery of heaven. I don't know how God runs that computer of election, but I know that He has given to you and to me a free will and we have to exercise it. 

 

Because Spurgeon preached a "whosoever will" gospel, someone said to him, "If I believed like you do about election, I wouldn't preach like you do." Spurgeon's answer was something like this, "If the Lord had put a yellow stripe down the backs of the elect, I'd go up and down the street lifting up shirttails, finding out who had the yellow stripe, and then I'd give them the gospel. But God didn't do it that way. He told me to preach the gospel to every creature that 'whosoever will may come.' " Jesus says, ". . . and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out." So, my friend, you can argue about election all you want to, but you can come. And if you come, He'll not cast you out. 

 

Someone may ask, "You mean that if I'm not the elect I can still come?" My friend, if you come, you will be the elect. How tremendous this is!” 

— J. Vernon McGee's Thru The Bible

The Love of God
Lastly, we see Jesus express the love of God. No, the word Love isn’t mentioned in these verse, but it is sure illustrated. Let’s unpack a few of those words that express God’s love. 

First, we see that God’s love is expressed by God’s will. That word in the Greek means “desire, pleasure, decree.” If you could peer into the heart of God, this is what it would reveal. And Jesus reveals it for us—its in verse 40, that everyone sees Jesus Christ and believes and is raised on the last day. 

God’s desire for you and for me is that we accept Jesus Christ and thru Christ have fellowship with Him in this life and then live forever in a place He created for you and for me in Heaven. 

Not only that, Jesus uses other words to imply God’s love. Its God’s will not only for us to accept Jesus Christ, but to be kept and not be lost. 

Let’s unpack this a moment. Think of something you really treasure. A wedding ring. A gold watch from your grandfather. A rare book. A diamond. An expensive electronic device. 
You treasure these things and you keep them guarded. You have insurance on them. You have safe-deposit boxes. You lock your doors. 

You treasure your loved ones and try to protect them. 

Well, God loves you so much and treasures you so much and thinks you’re worth so much that he not only sent his precious possession, His Son to the earth to be beaten and ridiculed and to assume your sins on the cross, but HE also will protect and keep you, because you are His treasure. 
Listen to me. If you have Jesus Christ, you are loved. You may not feel loved by the world. You may not feel treasured by the world. You may feel rejected and lonely and afraid. 

But there is a God who loves you so much that He sent His son to die for you and wants you to commune with him. His love is keeping you and protecting you. 

That’s why you can’t lose your salvation? Because if you could, it would tear at the very character of God. God says that it is His will to keep you. You’re his. 

What’s Your View of God? 

I want to end today by circling back around to your view of God. What you think about God is the most important thing you think. A few practical implications to ponder: 

Is God only good if He meets my greatest physical need?

Am I choosing temporary pleasures over satisfaction in Jesus Christ?

Have I grabbed a hold of the security in Jesus Christ?

Do I realize how much God loves me? 
