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Intro: 

Perhaps there is no more significant question to the human race than the simple question: Who Am I? That question unravels two more important questions. 

Why Am I Here?

Where Am I Going?
These are the questions man has struggled to answer since the beginning of time. They are questions that plague man today. The philosopher Abraham Heschel, in his book, Who is Man? admits that man really has no clue as to where he came from: 
We have never been as openmouthed and inquisitive, never as astonished and embarrassed at our ignorance about man. We know what he makes, but we do not know what he is or what to expect of him. Is it not conceivable that our entire civilization is built upon a misinterpretation of man? Or that the tragedy of man is due to the fact that he is a being who has forgotten the question: Who is Man? The failure to identify himself, to know what is authentic human existence, leads him to assume a false identity, to pretending to be what he is unable to be or to not accepting what is at the very root of his being.
I’m not going to bore you with an extended discussion of the contemporary views of man. You probably have already sat through an anthropology class in high-school or college and didn’t come to church to hear more boring lectures. 

But to sum up the world’s views of who man is, we look no further than the theory of evolution. Modern man, almost universally accepts and believes the idea that we arrived here by chance, by the lucky collision of cells. We are not governed by a God, but are here to fend for ourselves.

Man, most people believe, is progressing into a higher state of existence. Given the right circumstances, with the elimination of the wrong kind of people and the creation of the right kind of environment, man is progressing nicely. 

But that theory may sound great on paper, but it doesn’t explain the reality we see. If man is progressing, then why does a high-ranking officer shoot down his comrades in Fort Hood, Texas? Why does a madman in Iran wish to eliminate an entire race of people in Israel? Why does human trafficking claim 12.3 million innocent people, many of them young children, as slaves? 

There has to be something more. 

Maybe you’ve grabbled with the questions: Who am I? Why am I here? What is my purpose? 

You’ve looked around and wondered if there is a purpose beyond mere existence, beyond getting up, going to work, making money, going home, indulging in pleasures and entertainment, growing older, getting sick, and dying. 
Something inside all of us says, “There has to be something more.” 

Our True Story Is Written 

Well, you must know by now that we here at Gages Lake believe there is something more to life. That our existence on this earth didn’t happen by chance. 

In this series, Why We Believe What We Believe, we’ve established some parameters of our faith. 

We’ve established that we believe the Bible is God’s written revelation to man. 
We’ve established that we believe in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are three coequals of the Trinity. 

We’ve established that Jesus Christ is God, that HE is the story of human history, and that He is the story of the Bible.

We’ve established that the Holy Spirit is God in us and is the primary agent of change in the world today. 

Today we look again to our faith to answer the question of who man is, why man is here, and where man is going. To find those answers, we go back to the book that is our middle name. The Bible, yes the Bible, has the answers. 

We often think of the Bible as the story of God—and that’s true. But the Bible is also the story of man. The Bible contains our story. 
In fact, if you want to know about yourself, there is no better place to go than to the Scriptures, which are the Owner’s Manual for life, God’s personal, written revelation to man. 

What is Our Story
All of us come here today with a story. Some of you came from a rough-and-tumble background. Others can speak glowingly of their parent’s love. Some of you were born into poverty. Others were born into prosperity. Some of you want to talk about your childhood. Others would like to leave those painful memories behind. 
Even though all of us come here from different places, we all really have the same story. Our story doesn’t begin in a hospital, but in a garden. 
I invite you to turn to the very first pages of your Bible. I happen to believe that these pages are not just allegory. I don’t think God wanted to start off his story of man with a nice piece of literary fiction. 

No, I happen to believe the words of Genesis are literal. I know the scientists say that’s not possible. I know the philosophers rule it out. I know the politicians hide from it. I even know that Christians are increasingly yielding this part of Scripture. 

But I believe Genesis is true, because I believe the Bible is true, because if Genesis is not true, then what other parts of the Bible aren’t true? Furthermore, I don’t think you can explain the world as we see it without believing Genesis. 

The Work of A Creative God
In Genesis 1:1 we read these words, “In the beginning, God.” What a powerful statement. 

It doesn’t say, God had a beginning. It says, In the beginning, God. Did you know that the Bible never argues for God’s existence? It simply declares it. 

I believe this. I believe, as Genesis states, that God always was and always will be. 

The rest of this chapter outlines the creative work of God. At his very words, the worlds came into existence. Yes, we believe that this world was created by God in six literal days. I won’t go into the proofs of creation here, but you can see it yourself. The Psalmist says accurately that the “Heaven declares the glory of God.” 

Admire a beautiful sunset. Watch an eagle in flight. Drive through the mountain ranges. Study the human cell. Creation bears the fingerprints of a Creator God. 

And so we see here, at the end of this chapter, that God surveyed His creation and said that it was very good. 

But God didn’t just create a world so he could behold it. Now, there was a purpose to this creation and that purpose unfolds towards the end of chapter 1. This is where our story begins. 

And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 


So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so. Genesis 1:26-30 (KJV) 
What does this tell us about who we are? Let’s stop and think for a minute: 
1) It means that you and I were created with purpose by loving hands. For everything else in Creation, God spoke and it was done. But for man, we were created and molded by the loving hands of a Creator. God made us with his hands. And God didn’t just form Adam and Eve with loving care. God formed you and me with that care. I’m reminded of David’s powerful words in Psalm 139. He writes: 

For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother's womb. I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvelous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well. 
My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. 
Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them. Psalms 139:13-16 (KJV) 
2) It means you and I were created in the image of God. What does this mean? Did you notice that these words say “Let us.” Who is the “us”? The us is the Trinity, God the Father, God the Son, God the Spirit. We bear the image of the Triune God. That means every single person in the world has worth and has intrinsic value. 
That lady in the nursing home with Alzheimer’s. Why don’t we just mercifully end her life? Because she was created in the image of God, who is the author of life. 

That prisoner who sits behind bars for unspeakable crimes. Why don’t we just use him for medical experimentation? Because he was created in the image of God. 

That Down Syndrome baby in the womb. Why don’t we just mercifully end the pregnancy and spare the parents the trouble? Because that baby was created in the image of God. 

We live in a disposable culture, but there are no disposable people. Everyone has value and worth. 

3) It means that man is the crown of God’s creation. Every part of creation was created by God with his words, but man was lovingly formed. Man is the jewel of God’s creation. Yes, we are different from the animals. Vastly different. We have a body, soul, and spirit. This says that God breathed into man the breath of life and he became a living soul. 
You may like your dog or your cat or your parakeet, but they were not created in the image of God. Doesn’t this culture have this backwards? 

I find it interesting that Michael Vick tortures animals and gets many years in prison—which he deserved, by the way—but a man or woman kills babies in the womb and is handsomely rewarded for it. 

If find interesting that a person who gives their life rescuing stray pets is lauded as a humanitarian, but a person who gives their life trying to rescue unborn children is called an extremist. 
Dear friends, we’ve gotten a long way from Genesis. Man is higher than the animals. Man was created in God’s image. We are not just a higher life form, slightly above that of an ape. 

And guess what? If you tell a man that is just an animal, don’t be surprised when he acts like one. 

4) It means man was given stewardship over creation. This is important. Adam was given stewardship over the Garden of Eden, but man was also given stewardship over creation. That means we do, as it says in Proverbs, care for the life of our animals. That’s why we should do our best to preserve and conserve creation. But here is where the world gets it backward. Man is still the crown of creation. And any policies that adversely affect man are wrong. This is why I’m so opposed to much of the “climate change” legislation that is out there. Because it adversely affects the poor. It puts a burden on third-world countries. And it exalts as religion, care for creation. It disregards the Creator and it hurts Man, God’s creation. 
5) It means man was created for one purpose: to glorify God. 

Isaiah 43:7 says: “Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory, I have formed him; yea, I have made him.” Isaiah 43:7 (KJV) 
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 
Ephesians 2:10 (KJV)
We were created to glorify God. We were created to worship. We were created to work. We were created to create. I think sometimes Christians forget that God created us to be creative souls. 
But God is the creator. The earth is his canvass. God is a designer. God is a musician. God is an artist. God is an engineer. And so he created us in his image to create. 

You’ll notice that God allowed Adam to name the animals. God didn’t give Adam the names, God allowed Adam to name them. We were intended to be creative souls. 

But What Happened? 
So we were created to create. We were created in innocence. We were created to worship and to love. 
But you’re saying to yourself, if that’s what God’s original design was, what happened? 

Turn to the New Testament if you will. Romans 2 gives the current picture of mankind. You’ll notice that it’s quite a bit different than the idyllic portrait we get from the Garden of Eden. Paul writes:  

As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 
There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 
They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 
Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: 
Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: 
Their feet are swift to shed blood: 
Destruction and misery are in their ways: 
And the way of peace have they not known: 
There is no fear of God before their eyes. 
Romans 3:10-18 (KJV) 
That’s not too different than what Isaiah writes: 

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
Isaiah 53:6 (KJV) 
And you don’t even need the Bible to tell you. Open up the newspaper, turn on the news, check the Internet. The bad news doesn’t stop: 

Terrorism

Murder

Rape

Genocide

Embezzlement

Adultery

Sexual perversion
What happened? This is like a really bad before and after picture—only in reverse. G.K. Chesterton said it this way, “Whatever else may be said about man, this much is certainly true: He is not all that He could be.” 
What happened? If you turn to pop psychology, you’ll get all kinds of reasons. From the couches of Oprah and Dr. Phil to the pages of New York Times bestsellers to the halls of our leading universities, you’ll get various versions of the same answer. Its not man’s fault, it’s his environment, his upbringing, his economic status. But while these may be reasons for man’s depravity, they are not the source of his evil. They are merely the hot water. When applied to the teabag of a man’s life, they reveal his depravity. 

There is only one possible explanation. As Paul Harvey would say, this is the rest of our story. 
It’s a one-word story. The word “sin.” 

Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 
Romans 5:12 (KJV) 
If you want to know the answer to the problem of evil in the world, the only logical, rational answer is the doctrine of original sin. I love what Donald Grey Barnhouse says. He says:

Men hate the doctrine of original sin and seek to deny its existence, but it still stands. They substitute the theory of ascent for the doctrine of descent, but the fall still confronts them. Even if they could sweep away the indestructible revelation of God, their very deeds expose man’s sinfulness. And if men deny the evidence of their senses, their own hearts proclaim kinship to death, which envelops all the race. Apart from the doctrine of the Fall, there is no explanation for the course of human history. If the first three chapters of Genesis were destroyed, the facts of history would demand that they be rewritten to account for all that has followed since the day when man turned away from God and lost the image in which he was created. Our text stands secure: By one man sin entered. (Romans, III, p. 29)
How else can you explain the world? Why do terrorists strap bombs on little children? Why do gang members shoot little children on their way to school in Chicago? Why do fathers leave their families for the temporary pleasure of sex or drink or gambling? One explanation: “By one man, sin entered the world and death by sin.” 

It’s a story everyone knows. Placed in beautiful garden, given everything at his disposal, walking in communion with God Himself, mankind chose to defy God. You know the story. Adam and Eve succumbed to the temptation cultivated so beautifully by the devil and ate the forbidden apple. 

In that instance, sin entered the world. And sin brought death. Death to man’s relationship with God. Death to the human body. Death and decaying to creation. 

Today we see the world and it is wonderful and beautiful, but it is only a smidgen of what God intended it to be. It’s like beholding a Rembrandt, but underneath the ugly markings of a vandal. 

We know the story of Adam and Eve’s sin. Theologians refer to it as the Fall. But this wasn’t just an event in history. This was personal. Because it wasn’t just Adam that sinned in the garden. It was you and it was me. 

Let’s read Paul’s piercing words again from Romans 5:12:

Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: Romans 5:12 (KJV) 
Pay special attention to that last part. Death passed upon all men, for all have sinned. In Romans 3:23 Paul says that “for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” 

Paul is pointing us, you and me, back to that day in garden. Even though historically we weren’t present, we were there. How? Because Adam was the head of the human race. My good friend Ray Pritchard says it like this: 

Let me explain it this way. When Adam was created, he stood as the divinely appointed representative for the whole human race. What happened to him happened to all of us because in God’s eyes he was appointed to act in the place of everyone who would later come after him.

But we can even go beyond that. You truly were there in the Garden because you were present in his loins. You were seminally present in Adam because he is the father of all humanity. All of us trace our lineage ultimately back to this one man. He and Eve are the progenitors—the founders—of the human race.

So when Adam sinned, he represented us and we were truly present in him because we are directly descended from him.

Ray says later, “Let me say it another way. Adam was the driver of the bus of humanity. When he drove the bus over the cliff, we went down with him. He was at the controls when the airplane crashed. It doesn’t matter that we were back in the coach section watching a movie on the big screen. When he crashed, we all went up in flames.”
The Bible is saying that we are sinners because we sin. We sin because we’re are sinners. In other words, every member of the human race, no matter how nice or good, is a sinner. 

This flies in the face of modern thinking. We tend to think that mankind is basically good and given the right situation, will do good. But the Bible says something different. 
The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? Jeremiah 17:9 (KJV) 
And you and I know the depravity of our own hearts. We are sinners. We are depraved. We know our thoughts. We know our impulses. We know our inclinations. 
We’re born into sin. And those of you who are parents know the reality of this. I don’t have to convince you of the doctrine of original sin. I have two young children. Trust me, they are sweet and beautiful, but they are sinners, right out of the womb. That little lady in my wife’s stomach will enter this world, sometime around December 27th, as a sinner. 

David said this: 

Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
Psalms 51:5 (KJV) 
I like what Ray Stedman says: 

Every baby starts life as a little savage. He is completely selfish and self-centered. He wants what he wants when he wants it—his bottle, his mother’s attention, his playmate’s toy, his uncle’s watch. Deny him these wants, and he seethes with rage and aggressiveness, which would be murderous, were he not so helpless. He is dirty. He has no morals, no knowledge, no skills. This means that all children, not just certain children, are born delinquent. If permitted to continue in the self-centered world of his infancy, given free reign to his impulsive actions to satisfy his wants, every child would grow up a criminal, a thief, a killer, a rapist. (Ray Stedman, From Guilt to Glory, I, p. 131)

And not only are we sinners, we are incapable of any kind of good that would please a holy God. The prophet Isaiah described our attempts at covering our sin with good works as the equivalent of “filthy rags.” Ephesians says that we’re dead in our sins, that is to say we can’t reform, rejuvenate, restore.

This is why twelve-step programs don’t work. This is why religion, with its call to do good, doesn’t work. Man is desperately wicked, born into sin. 

Who We Can Be
So you say to me, Dan, you brought me here to church to tell me how hopeless my situation is? Thanks a lot. I could have stayed home and watched football. 

But sin is not the end of our story. Because the problem of sin isn’t just our problem. It’s God’s problem. God hates sin, but God loves sinners. 
So you must know that before Adam even ate that apple, God had a solution for that problem of sin. He shared this solution back in the garden: 
And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 
Genesis 3:15 (KJV) 
God’s words to Satan here are often called the protoevangelium. This is the first mention of the Gospel message. To Satan, it was a message of condemnation. To Eve it was a message of hope, that through a woman, a Redeemer would arise. 

The offspring of the serpent represents Satan’s family and the offspring of the woman represents God’s family. And those two families have been in conflict throughout history. 

But it was on a rugged Roman cross that Satan’s family was defeated. Jesus Christ, born of a woman, the God-man, died and paid the penalty for our sins. 

Sin, which is a gross violation against God’s holy order, demands a response. Our sin demands a response. God doesn’t and can’t overlook sin. In Romans 6:23, we read that the wages of sin was death. 

But Jesus Christ assumed that death on the cross. He paid the penalty for sin. And not just the sins of the entire world, but he paid the personal price for your sin and for my sin. He literally became sin. Paul writes to the Corinthians: 

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 2 Corinthians 5:21 (KJV) 
Jesus became sin. Imagine all of the worst, grosses sins ever committed by man. Imagine your grossest sins, the things you would be ashamed if anyone knew. Jesus took those and paid the penalty for those sins, so that you can I could be reconciled to a Holy God. 

People often ask, why did the Romans kill Jesus? People wrongly say that the Jewish people killed Jesus. But the truth is nobody killed Jesus. Jesus laid down his life. It was love that nailed Jesus to the cross. The love of God for you and for me. 

You see, as wide as your sin, there is a grace that is wider. As deep as your evil, there is a grace that is deeper. As big as your failures, there is a grace that is bigger. 

In one sense, the story of mankind is tragic. Given paradise and communion with God, we chose the cheap thrills of sin. But in another sense, the story of man is beautiful, because as Paul said, “where sin abounds, grace does much more abound.” (Romans 5:20). 
Dear Friends, God’s grace is big enough for your sin. 

The problem with our world is that we don’t want to acknowledge sin. But the Bible calls our condition sin. 

Augustine said “In weighing our sin, let us not use a deceitful balance, weighing at our own discretion what we will, and how we will, calling this heavy and that light; but let us use the divine balance of the holy Scriptures, as taken from the treasury of the Lord, and by it weigh from the treasury of the Lord, and by it weigh every offense, nay, not weigh, but rather recognize what has been already weighed by the Lord.” 

You see, the recognition of our sin isn’t a bad thing, it’s a good thing. Because where sin is, there is grace. I’m reading a fantastic book. It’s entitled “When Sinners Say, “I Do.” It’s the best marriage book I’ve ever read. You know why? Because the premise of this is that every relationship problem, every marriage problem is the result of sin. 

You see, my biggest problem in marriage is not my wife or my children or the finances. My biggest problem is me: Dan Darling. I’m a sinner. 

Recognizing that brings hope. Because where sin is, there is God’s grace. 

I like this quote by John Alexander: “Sin is the best news there is… because with sin, there's a way out… You can't repent of confusion or psychological flaws inflicted by your parents—you're stuck with them. But you can repent of sin. Sin and repentance are the only grounds for hope and joy, the grounds for reconciled, joyful relationships.” 

This is why religion doesn’t work. Religion fixes the outer man. It tells man to reform himself, to put on a new coat of paint. But what man needs isn’t reformation. We need regeneration. Jesus told the most religious man in the world that he needed to be reborn from the inside out. 
If you’ve never met the Savior, you need to. You don’t need more religion. You need Jesus Christ to change you from the inside out. Until we realize we are sinners, we can’t enjoy the benefits of the Savior from Sin. How does that happen? By simple belief in the finished work of Jesus Christ on Calvary. Once you place your faith in Him, God gives you eternal life and the Holy Spirit living inside of you. 

Then, God begins the process of restoration, restoring you to what you were meant to be. This wont be complete until we reach Heaven, but on this earth we can gradually become more sanctified, more holy. 

As believers, until we look ourselves in the mirror and see our sin for what it is, we can’t enjoy the benefits of God’s cleansing grace. 

In our relationships, in our workplaces, in every area of life, the problem is sin. Not someone else’s sin, but our own sin. And until we see that, we won’t every experience victory over sin. 
We think the solution to the world’s problems is politics or programs. Republicans believe if they can just get their party in power, they could solve the world’s problems. Democrats believe that if they could just get their party in power, they could solve the world’s problems. But the problem and the solution are in one book: the problem of sin and the solution that is Jesus Christ. 

So if you want to know what man is, the Bible says that we are highly loved, deeply fallen, dramatically restored. 

What am I, what are you? Just a sinner, saved by Grace. 

Closing: 

As we close (and I’m really closing this time). I want to address two sets of people: 

1) Those of you who know Jesus as your Savior, who have accepted Christ, I want you to know who you are: 


a) You are loved by a God who provided a way of reconciliation. 


b) You were created for a purpose that Jesus’ death on Calvary restored. 


c) You were chosen to serve him in love. 


d) You are a priest, you are a king, you are part of God’s royal family.


e) You are a friend of God.


d) You have the Holy Spirit living inside of you, convicting you of sin. 

Now here is a challenge to you: You’re sins have been paid for and now God has given you a new spirit and a new life. But you still have that old sinful nature inside, the flesh that desperately wants to sin. So yield to the Holy Spirit. Take sin seriously, because sin breaks your fellowship with God. And sin is an addiction that can ruin and destroy your life and relationships. David said in Psalm 51 “If I regard iniquity in my heart, God will not hear me.” 

2) If you have not yet accepted Jesus Christ as your Savior, I bet you to do this. The Bible says that you are a sinner and that your sin deserves eternal punishment. But Jesus bore that punishment in your place. IN exchange he offers his righteousness. Have you come to the place where you have believed on Jesus, accepting his gift of salvation? Why not do that today and join the family of God? When you do, you will not only discover your sins forgiven, but you’ll discover the purpose God has for you as a member of the body of Christ. You were born to glorify him. 
