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Intro 1: 

How many of you hate to wait? That’s most of us. Well, did you know that: 
· According to the Body Wash manufacturer, Skin Bliss, women spend 3,276 hours in their lifetime—136 days—getting ready. That’s applying makeup, showering, and dressing up. This morning I thought it was going to take Angela 136 hours to get ready to come here today! But she has to get three kids ready . . . and I have to live with her, so I won’t say anything. 
· But Men are only slightly more efficient. They spend a total of 1,092 hours or 46 days getting ready. 
· We spend 27 days waiting for the train. 
· We spend 20 weeks waiting on hold. 
· We spend six months waiting for red lights.
· We spend three years waiting in line. And you thought was just at the DMV!
A Culture that Hates to Wait

I don’t know about you, but the one thing I most hate to do is to wait. I hate waiting so much that when I’m heating something up in a microwave—you know that thing that we invented so we didn’t have to wait for an oven to cook something—when I’m waiting for the microwave and the number says, “Two minutes,” I’m pacing around like its an hour. 
I hate waiting so much that if I’m at the store and there is a line, I’ll put the stuff back and go home. I hate waiting so much that I get antsy in traffic. I hate waiting so much that I get really crabby when I’m waiting for my family and I want to leave. 

I’m not sure if its just because my generation has been used to everything at warped speed or if its just human nature. 

With each passing moment, our culture finds new technologies to spare us from waiting. Email, text, instant message, microwave, faster cars, trains, airplanes. Fast track at Disney. Online check in for the airport. 

We’ve even fast-tracked spirituality. Turn on the TV or browse the shelves and you can find a whole host of people who offer God as sort of an instantaneous change agent, who will automatically turn around your life. And if you’re not experiencing fast, dramatic, spiritual growth, something must be wrong with you. 
Waiting for a Miracle

We joke about waiting in line and waiting for someone to get ready. But waiting becomes more than annoyance when we have to wait for a miracle. When we’re faced with a crisis and we cry out to God . . . and it seems God is waiting. He’s late. He’s sitting on His hands. He’s doing nothing. 

I think of those who are looking for jobs, who are about to lose their homes, who wonder if they’ll ever have good credit again. My own father is in this situation. 

I think of those who are in a medical crisis. They continue to get bad reports. They wonder if their prayers are even heard in the halls of Heaven. And yet nothing happens. God waits. 

I think of families where injustice and abuse are taking place. And the victims cry out to God . . . and yet nothing happens. No relief. No rescue. Just waiting. 

Well today, as we continue our study of John, we are given a glimpse into a family that experienced the cruel agony of waiting on God in the midst of their worst crisis. This was a family that was close to Jesus. In fact, you might say that these people were the closest thing Jesus had to a real family on the earth. 

Like many today they were waiting for God to intervene in their lives and produce a miracle. 
It is the story of Lazarus. Now this may be one of the well-known miracles in the Bible. Even if you don’t know the Bible, you know this story of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead. 

John records this as Jesus preeminent miracle—the one capstone to a ministry of miracles that proved Jesus was indeed the Son of God. 

Now this passage has so much vital truth in it—such powerful lessons on who Jesus is, on life and death, and faith in the midst of crisis, on belief and unbelief—that we’re going to tackle it in three weeks. 

This week we lean in on the first sixteen verses and look at some lessons Jesus wanted to teach his disciples, Mary and Martha, and ultimately us—about what it really means to trust Him?

So we’re going to explore the question today, Why Does Jesus Wait When we Need Him Most? What is Jesus Up to In My Trial? 
Jesus Allows Trials to Those Who Are Close

John introduces the characters in this trial with rich detail: 

Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 
And it was that Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. 
The sisters therefore sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. John 11:1-3 (ASV) 
First is says there was a certain man. But you get the idea that this was more than just any man. Its interesting how John writes this. He says that Lazarus was from Bethany, which is a village in Judea, not far from Jerusalem. But he says that this was the village of Mary and Martha. 
Now Jesus was writing this to the first century church. Remember John had written his gospel many years after the other three. So to jog their memory about the location of Bethany he brought up Mary and Martha, who by now were well-known to the church. 

But could this be something more? Could it be that this town was known because of Mary and Martha? In other words, their devotion to Jesus was so strong, it was known and the town was known by their faith. 

We remember a familiar story told of them, when Jesus visited their home and was welcomed by both Mary and Martha. This was where Jesus crashed and found loved and warmth. 

I want to stop and ponder a couple of thoughts: 

First, their house and their home was known for its love of Christ. Can that be said of us? Is Jesus welcome in our homes? When people walk in, do they have any clue that we follow Christ? As a young man, working for my Dad’s plumbing business, I had the occasion to visit a lot of homes. And I always knew when we entered the home of a believer. There was something there—it was welcoming and loving. Can that be said of your home and your family? 

Second, They were known as a loving family. Lazarus was loved by his sisters and loved his sisters and they loved Jesus. Is your home a loving home? So often Christian homes are full of conflict and anger. And I tell parents all the time that your home should be a refuge. Even if you’re having issues with your kids, they should always know they can come home. And I might say this. You can tell if a family loves Christ by how loving they are toward each other. 1 John tells us that we can’t love God if we don’t love our brother. 

Third, even though they are a loving home and a people known for their love for God, that didn’t prevent them from experiencing tragedy. I hope this does away with the myth that tragedy, loss, trial is the result of a lack of faith. Oh what a terrible, false, hopeless doctrine. If you hear someone preach that you can escape all trouble if you just turn to Jesus—know they are wrong. 

The Bible says that the rain falls on the just and the unjust. In fact, Jesus said that those who follow Christ might experience more trials. He asked us to take up our crosses and follow him. 

And the story of Job tells us that sometimes God allows trials in the lives of his followers so that he might be glorified. 
You have to put yourself in the position of Mary and Martha here. They were devoted disciples—in a time when following Jesus was considered fringe, out of the mainstream, almost radical. They had followed Jesus despite the cost. 
And yet, none of that prevented them from experience trials and tragedies. Here is the thing I think was undoubtedly going through the minds of Martha and of Mary and of the disciples. If Jesus was truly God and Lazarus was His best friend, How could he let this happen?

It’s the same question you and I ask. Why does God allow bad things to happen to good people? 
Parents work hard to raise their kids in the Lord only to see them go astray. Why does God let that happen?

Christians give their all at work, maintain a consistent Christian testimony, and are an asset to their companies, only to get a pink slip. How Can God let that happen? 

A young father commits his family to the Lord, is a leader in his church, is a good father and husband, only to die in his thirties of cancer? How can God allow this to happen to good people?

I hope today, as we unpack this message, that you’ll begin to see why Jesus allows these things and what is purpose is. But mainly I believe Jesus wants us to wrap our minds around one singular thought: Jesus is God and we’re not. And until we bow to the sovereignty of God in all areas of our lives, we’ll spend the rest of our lives asking these questions and having no suitable answers. 

Jesus wants us to have a Heavenly perspective on our trials. 
When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby. 
Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. 
When he had heard therefore that he was sick, he abode two days still in the same place where he was. 
John 11:4-6 (KJV) 
The King James doesn’t quite translate the sequence of events here as well as the other translations do, but how it should read is something like this: Because Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, he abode two more days in the same place where he was. 
In other words, because Jesus loved them, when he found out Lazarus was sick, he didn’t rush to his side. Now let’s do the math here a bit. The journey from Bethabar, where Jesus currently was, to Bethany, is about two days, one if you’re in a real hurry and you travel all night. I’m guessing the messenger was in a hurry and traveled all night. 

Later in the text it reads that Lazarus was dead four days when Jesus got there. And we know from Jesus statement in verse 14, that by the time the messenger arrived, Lazarus was dead. Now only Jesus knew that, because His God. To the messenger, it seemed an emergency. 

So the messenger arrives—then Jesus waits two days, then we assume Jesus didn’t rush and travel all night, but took the two day journey-that’s four days. Now imagine Martha and Mary, sitting at home, crying, weeping, waiting. 

Where is Jesus? Where is he? Jesus could have healed Lazarus from afar—He did that before. But he didn’t do that. Jesus could have sent the messenger home and said, “He is healed.” But Jesus didn’t do that. 

Jesus waited. And John specifically says that Jesus didn’t act—He didn’t do what everyone thought He should do because He loved them. 
There are three concrete truths here I want you to see in this—powerful life-changing truths you can’t escape. 

First, Jesus doesn’t always do for us what we think He should do—because He loves us. 

We want God to fix our problems, to take our pain away, but God often allows that pain for our own good. In the book of James we read that every perfect gift comes from above—its in the same context where James says that we can find joy in our trials. 

How? Because God sends trials because they are good for us. They strengthen our faith. Jesus wanted his followers to see this  and He wants us to see it.  Later in John 15, Jesus described the pruning that he does to fruitful branches. Paul talked about how his thorn in the flesh served to increase his faith and dependence on God. 
I love what Dr. Warren Wiersbe says: “God's love for His own is not a pampering love; it is a perfecting love. The fact that He loves us, and we love Him is no guarantee that we will be sheltered from the problems and pains of life. After all, the Father loves His Son: and yet the Father permitted His beloved Son to drink the cup of sorrow and experience the shame and pain of the Cross.”
Secondly, Jesus said that the sickness was not unto death but for the glory of God. 
Now Jesus is predicting Lazarus resurrection. He’s saying that he is going to restore Lazarus to life. But the principle here is that what happened to Lazarus was for the glory of God. 

God wants us to have a big picture of our trials. Did you ever think that perhaps the excruciating thing you’re enduring is for the glory of God? Many, many Jewish people would believe on Jesus the day Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. For those people, this miracle was the final thing that brought them from death to life. 

And so it is that your trial maybe the one thing that brings someone to faith in Christ. I think of my cousin, whose senseless death about fifteen years ago was the final experience that brought my grandmother—on the other side of the family-to faith in Christ. And it was my grandmother’s cancer that brought  my grandfather to faith. 
God wants us to see beyond our own suffering—how will our tragedies bring about the glory of God. There is a Kingdom Purpose to our suffering. 
Third, when we come to Jesus with our problems, its not Jesus that changes, but its us. 
We say, there is power in prayer. But the real power is the power of Christ to change us. Honestly, we don’t’ pray to move the hand of the Almighty. We pray to gather and bow before the Almighty and get his perspective on things. 

Often we pray and nothing new happens in our trials, but we change. We grow. We begin to see the good in the trial. We begin to see the Kingdom Purpose and how we’re being used for His glory. We develop faith and trust. 

And as we unfold this today, we’re going to see that it wasn’t Jesus who changed, but it was the disciples and it was Mary and Martha whose outlook was radically changed. 

You see, tragedies and trials force us to our knees in dependence on God. If we never suffered, we’d never pray. But when we suffer, we get on our knees. 

Now they had to send a messenger to Jesus, but you and I can come boldly before the throne of grace to find grace in the time of need. Why? Because that same Jesus tore down the wall that sin had built between us and God. And we can have intimate communion with our Father. 

When you’re in crisis, get on your knees. Pray, ask, beg God. Pour out your heart to Him. 

Jesus Wants us to Life Wide Open 

We’re continuing to ask the question, as we go through this story, What is Jesus up to? I want to read from chapter seven through sixteen and then we’ll discuss what Jesus is up to. 
Then after that saith he to his disciples, Let us go into Judaea again. 
His disciples say unto him, Master, the Jews of late sought to stone thee; and goest thou thither again? 
Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of this world. 
But if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, because there is no light in him. 
These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep. 
Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well. 
Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep. 
Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead. 
And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may believe; nevertheless let us go unto him. 
Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his fellowdisciples, Let us also go, that we may die with him. 
John 11:7-16 (KJV) 
So Jesus waits two days and then says, “Ok, let’s go to Judea.” Now think of this from the disciples’ perspective. It just doesn’t make sense. I mean they all had to know in the back of their minds that Jesus was allowing Lazarus to die. So why now risk certain death by going into Judea, the place where they were nearly killed? They were going into a hornet’s nest. 
The disciples fear was real. You and I can’t relate. We’ve never seen people pick up stones and try to kill us. It would be like going into a gang-infested neighbourhood and barely escaping with our life—we wouldn’t want to go back. 

Now they forget a few promises of God. First, Jesus had send small, but subtle signals that he would die, but they would survive. Plus, they had Jesus Christ, who is God, at their side. But we too, often forget when we’re faced with danger. 

But notice Jesus’ answer. He shares two powerful truths that should change our perspective on life. 

First, He talks about walking in the light, about twelve hours in the day, and walking in the dark. What Jesus is saying to them is this. He only had so much time on this earth. In those days, days without electricity, you basically had twelve hours a day to get your work done. 
Jesus was here to do the Father’s will. He had work to do. And he couldn’t let his fear of death get in the way of a great work God was going to do in the raising of Lazarus. 

Then he says that Lazarus was sleeping and that he was going to awake him out of his sleep. Now the disciples thought he was talking about real sleep, so they said, “Well, great. He’s sleeping. Let’s let him sleep and get better.” But Jesus said, “no, He’s dead.”

The word for sleep is often used in scripture as a term for death. That’s because when begin to see death from God’s perspective, you realize that death is not the end of life, but the beginning. Its but a window, a curtain into the next life. And if you know the Lord, death is not a bad thing. 

In Jesus’ way of thinking, Lazarus was sleeping—he was away from his life, but was present with God in Heaven. And so for Jesus, he was going to simply summon Lazarus from the other side, through a door, back into this world. 

Then he says in verse fifteen that he was glad he wasn’t there to prevent Lazarus from death, because it would have stunted the growth of their faith. In other words, if Jesus had performed the miracle everyone wanted, they might not have believed. 

You put all of this together and think it’s a clarion call for us to live life wide open. If it is true that Jesus is the Son of God and if it is really true that death is but a window into the next life. If it is really true that our trials are gifts from God to grow our faith and bring Him glory, then what is holding us back from living life wide open? 
Jesus told them earlier in Matthew 6, “take no thought for your life.” And neither should we? 

You see, we all have a narrow window on this earth, a narrow window in which to serve God. We live in the day, but night is coming. God has work for us to do. 

And so we should live life with the perspective that our lives don’t really matter. Because if we die, we’re in the presence of God. If we live and we suffer, God will be glorified. 

The disciples might very well get stoned in Judea. But God would be glorified. And People would believe. 

Oh, I wish we could live this kind of free life. But we want the safe life. We hold back. We reserve. We don’t go and do anything risky or dangaerous for God. 

Because we value our lives. Because we don’t look at our lives the way Jesus looks at them. We hold treasure in earthen vessels. 

Too many Christians life safe, comfortable, easy lives. And Satan loves that.  There is no impact in a life that way. 

I want to tell you this. I want my life to have impact. There is a narrow window and soon I will be departed from this earth. And Ill be in Heaven. And so what is my life? What is my passion? What is my goal? 

Jesus Wants us to Have the Faith of Thomas

I want to read again verse seventeen. This verse gripped me this week in a way I can’t explain. 

Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his fellowdisciples, Let us also go, that we may die with him. 
John 11:16 (KJV) 
Thomas often gets a bad rap. He’s the doubting man. He’s the skeptic. But interestingly, Jesus chose him knowing that. And I have come away with a new appreciation for Thomas. 

You see all of us are wired differently and Jesus meets us where we are. Thomas as the intellectual. His path to the Savior was paved with evidence and facts and questions—and there is nothing wrong with that. Peter was radically different. He heard, he saw, he believed. 

Thomas is like the C.S. Lewis’ or the Lee Strobles or the Lew Wallaces, who through careful and open-minded examination of the evidence came to faith. I’m glad for Thomas, because he often asked the questions we were afraid to ask. 

But look at Thomas response. He said to Jesus and the rest of them. We may die, but lets go anyways. 

What faith. Thomas is saying, I don’t think this is going to go well, but I’m going anwayways. 
Let me tell you dear friend—that is real faith. That is real obedience. Putting one foot in front of the other and saying, I don’t’ know if this will work, but I’m following Jesus anways. 

I want to challenge you today. What area of life are you holding back? What scares you about Jesus that’s keeping your from following him? Are you willing like Thomas to say, “Jesus, I don’t understand, but I’m going.”

Some of you know you should tithe and give more to the Lord, but you’re finances won’t allow it. And you think that to enter that life of giving is dangerous. You may lose something. You may not feel safe and secure. But God is calling you to be a giver. He’s calling you to make an impact on your world. 

Some of you have your toes in the water of Jesus, but you’re afraid to go deeper. To be involved in Jesus’ work here at church and around the world. You’re afraid to lose something. But Jesus says, “what is your life?” You have a narrow window to make an impact. Do you value your safety and comfort over the Kingdom? 
Some of you are content to sit on the sidelines and watch while God’s work goes on. You’re afraid to roll up your sleeves and get involved. You’re afraid to totally surrender. You’re afraid to trust. But Jesus says, “what is your life?” and even if you die, you’re in Heaven. 
Some of you young people are resisting God’s call because you’re afraid He won’t take care of you. You’re afraid you can’t trust him. That you won’t have fun. But if you look at life the way Jesus looks at life, you’ll understand that life on earth is meant to lived wide open, because it is short. Will you make an impact? Will you do something dangerous, radical? Or will you continue to play it safe? 
What hard thing is Jesus asking you to do? Is it forgiveness? Is it to deny yourself pleasures you know are against the Bible? Is it remain pure until marriage? Is it to tithe on a regular basis or take leadership in your marriage and family? 

My friend, I want to challenge to you today, to go with Jesus where it is dangerous. To go to places with him where you might lose what is comfortable and safe. To trust Him. To surrender. To stop trying to organize and plan and order your life in such a safe way that you avoid danger. 

You know, God may be putting trials and tragedy in your life to bring you to appoint of decision, a point of trust. 

Closing Challenge: 

As we close, I want share a story: 

A major disaster occurred in England's mines some years ago which took the lives of 40 miners. Loved ones gathered around the entrance of the mines, agonizing for a word of hope. Someone asked Bishop Edward Stanley to speak a word of encouragement to those families, and this is what he said:

"We stand today in the face of mystery, but I want to tell you about something I have at home. It is a bookmark, embroidered in silk by my mother and given to me many years ago. On one side, the threads are crossed and recrossed in wild confusion, and looking at it you would think it had been done by someone with no idea of what he was doing. But when I turn it over I see the words that are beautifully worked in silken threads, 'God Is Love.'

"Now we are looking at this tragedy from one side, and it does not make sense. Some day, we shall be permitted to read its meaning from the other side. 

"Meanwhile, let us wait and trust."

I want to ask you today. Are you wiling to wait and trust? Are you willing to surrender your life? 
Its one thing to be a Christian and know you’re going to Heaven. But its another to step forward and say to God, “I’m going to live for you. I’m going to give up my ambitions and to surrender to your will.” 

I remember making that decision at Summer Camp many years ago. But its also a decision I make every day. A decision to trust God, to see that what He is working behind the scenes is indeed for my good. To be willing to obey His Word and go where HE tells me to go, even if it hurts or even if I lose something. 

God doesn’t call us to live for ourselves, but to live for Him and to live for the people He has called us to serve. 

I challenge you today to put aside your fears, your desire for safety and comfort, and to live life on the radical edge of God’s will. 
And if, like Mary and Martha, you’re experiencing a trial, to know that when Jesus waits, He has a purpose. That purpose is to build a stronger, more radical devotion and dependence on Him. And to know that when God is late, God is always on time. 

Gospel Closing
